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The Centre on Integrated Rural Development for Asia and the 
Pacific (CIRDAP) is a regional, intergovernmental, and 
autonomous institution, established in July 1979 at the 
initiative of the countries of the Asia-Pacific region and the 
Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United 
Nations with support from several other UN bodies and 
donors. Its member countries include Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh (Host State), Fiji, India, Indonesia, Iran, Lao 
PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, the Philippines, 
Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam.

The main objectives of CIRDAP are to: (i) assist national 
action; (ii) promote regional cooperation; and (iii) act as a 
servicing institution for its member countries for promotion of 
integrated rural development (IRD) through research, action 
research, pilot project, training, and information 
dissemination. Amelioration of rural poverty in the 
Asia-Pacific region has been the prime concern of CIRDAP. 
The programme priorities of CIRDAP are set under four 
Areas of Concern: 1) Agrarian Development; 2) Institutional/ 
Infrastructural; 3) Resource development including human 
resources; and 4) Employment. Within these Areas of 
Concern, the thematic areas identified are: Poverty alleviation 
through participatory approaches with emphasis on social 
sector development (e.g. health, education and nutrition); 
Employment generation through microcredit support, 
infrastructure development and local resource mobilisation; 
Gender issues; Governance issues; and Environmental 
concerns for sustainable rural development.

Operating through designated Contact Ministries and Link 
Institutions in member countries, CIRDAP promotes technical 
cooperation among nations of the region. It plays a 
supplementary and reinforcing role in supporting and 
furthering the effectiveness of integrated rural development 
programmes in the Asia-Pacific region.
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Cover photo shows the stakeholders of different organisations related to the project titled on 
“Capacity Development Initiative: Up-valuing Agro-food Enterprise of selected Bank assisted 
Women’s Group” visiting the project area at the permanent campus of Daffodil International 
University located at Savar, Bangladesh during 19 February 2018 to 05 March 2018.  

Research News
Research Note: Malaysian Policies and Strategies for Poverty Eradication

Pilot Projects Update
Implementation Report of Capacity Development Project

Training Division
International Forum on Strengthening Food Safety Standards in Sri Lanka
International Training Programme on Social Audit for Rural 
Development Programmes in Myanmar
International Training on Waste to Wealth - Value Recovery from 
Agro-processing in India 
International Training Programme on Decentralized Governance 
and Delivery of Services - Way to Good Governance in India

Information and Communication
Bangladeshi Student Delegation Exposure Visit-cum-Training 
Programme in India   
Presentation on CIRDAP e-Library

Other News
New Staff join CIRDAP
Intern at CIRDAP 

Development News
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Calendar of CIRDAP Activities from April 2018 to July 2018

April 2018 to March 2019 IndiaIndian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC ) Programme

4-6 July 2018 NepalIn-country Training Programme on Horizontal Learning Process (HLP)

June 2018 IndiaPost Graduate Diploma in Rural Development Management (PGDRDM)

23-26 July 2018 ThailandInternational Training Programme on Sufficiancy Economy Philosophy 
and OTOP
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