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Natural Capital on Gau Island, Fiji



unique biodiversity to be maintained 



Rural Development Approaches Over Timeé.

u Modernisation ðtransforms  traditional 
societies into modern cash based ones using 
Western methods, expertise and capital

u Integrated Rural Development ð
coordinated approaches to address rural 
poverty and related problems

u Needs Based Management ðsecuring basic 
human requirements such as food shelter, 
clothing, employment and security through 
economic development

u Sustainable Development - pursing 
economic, social and political and 
ecological development while stressing intra 
and inter generational equity. Gender, Local 
Participation and Empowerment are 
emphasised

u Ecosystem Based Management

u Green/Blue Growth  



State of Environment Resources on Gau

degraded natural habitats to be rehabilitated 



coastal development challenges 



Major Threats to be Addressed

u Weak and poor governance

u Invasive Alien Species

u Food sources used as income source

u Alteration and loss of natural habitats

u Damaged watersheds and water 

sources

u Unsustainable resource uses

u Rural development activities

u Sewage and waste management



Connecting Humans to the Environment 
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Targeté where we should be é. 



Articulating Sustainable Island Development

u establish effective governance at all levels

u organise relevant training and capacity building 

u formulate appropriate sustainable development 
plans, guidelines

u protect water catchment to provide safe water 

u reduce habitat change 

u control and manage invasive alien species and 
find useful uses

u promote organic products

u mainstream waste management

u implement disaster risk reduction measures

u establish and strengthen institutions

u encourage partnerships and collaboration

u secure new sources of livelihood

u promote traditional knowledge and customary 
practices

u protect islandõs natural forests, riverine and 
marine habitats.



Engaged and supported local resources owners to be resource stewards 



Nature based solutions for Sustainability and 

Well Being



Composting toilet in Malawai



Coastal rehabilitation in Naovuka



Cultured mangroves stabilize, aggregate sand 

and provide fisheries



Transformation of 

Malawaié

then and nowé



Rehabilitation of coastal 

vegetation in Yadua é


