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Director General’s Report

During my firsi vear as Director Geperal of CIRDAP, some

e achievemenis were made in promoling regional cooperation and
B, masc=mo=— exchange of experiences among CIRDAP Member Countries
{CMOCs) on rural development and poverty alleviation.

1" Ragular Meeting of the
CHDAP Since July 2012, CIRDAP has taken a new initiative o engege
ifgelf with international organisations, especially those organisations that operate in Bangladesh and
beyond. The objective is thatl by reengaging itsell again with international organizations existing in
Bangladesh, CIRDAP can expand its engagement with infernational organisations at the regional
and global level. CIRDAFP. at the same time, has continued to develop its relationship with regional
organisations operating in the Agia and Pacific region as well as with well-known organisations

existing in CMCs a8 part of the atiempt to strengihen South-South Technical Cooperation,

Adl the four divisions of CIRDAP worked hard to penerale new programmes io serve the member
countries better, Iis research efforts focus on analysing the dynamics of sociveconomic changes in
societies and identifying causal factors that constram the lives of the rumal disadvantaged groups
and perpsfuale poverly, The action researchipilol project activities mainly concentrabe on
pragmatic approaches and appropriste modes of interventions for rural development, giving special
atlention on people's participation for ther own sociceconomic wellbeing, The training
programmes try 1o focus on human resource development needed for integrated rural development
(TR} in ihe areas of participatory methods for planning and mansgement of rural development
projects, microfingnce, govemance, environmeni, geo-informatics, ete, The iraining courses have
confribuled o improving knowledpe and skills of participants. Information and Commumnication
Dhivision has been a key plaver in catalysing the promotion, sharing and dissemination of
information and knowledge on IRDY and poverty alleviation in the region.
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Last year, CIRDAP became member of the Horizontal Learning Programme Consortium in Bangladesh.
The consortium consists of a number of mtemational donor organisations operating in Bangladesh, such
as Weter and Sanitation Propramme, World Bank Bengladesh, JICA, DFID, GIZ, SDC, USAID, Plan
Bangladesh, Water Aid and some MNon-Governmental Organisations. The Horzontal Learning
Programme Consortium has provided CIRDAP a platform to build close cooperation with Water and
Sanitation Progremme of the World Bank Bangladesh. In cooperation with CIRDAP's Link Institute in
Pakistan, Akhtar Ahmed Mational Centre for Rural Development and Municipal Administration (AHK
NCRD-MA), CIRDAP organised Honzontal Leaming Workshop in Islamebad tn February 2013, The
AHE NCRD-MA followed up the workshop by organising similar workshop in Balochistan and Kyber
Pakhtunkwa In cooperation with Ministry of Apricultore and Rural Development, the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam, CIRDAFP organised 4 (four) days Horizontal Learning Workshop at the College of
Agriculture. Management Training in Hanod. The workshop engeged 30 participants from varous
agencies under the Ministry of Agnculture and Rural Development of Socialist Republic of Vietnam.
The workshop, like any other workshop, also produced some cases of best practices related to roral
development. A similar workshop was ornganised in Suva, Republic of Fiji m November 2013.

CIRDAFP sought further cooperation with
the ‘World Bank Hesdguarter 1o
Washington, D.C., the United States of
America. CIRDAP discussed the possible
collaboration between CIRDAP and the
World Bank with Dr. Rajesh Bhuvan, Head
of the Water and Banitation Programme at
the World Benk Head Office when he
visited CIRDAP in June 2013, We took the
¢ initiative to write a letter to Dr. Sri Mulyani
' Indrawati, Chief Operating Officer and
Managing Director of the World Bank Head
Mhce in Washmgton, D.C. Communication
between CIRDAP and the World Bank
paved the way for Patrice Labaste, Practice
Leader, Rural, Environment and Social Sector Unit East Asia and the Pecific Region, the World Bank
Head (Hfice fo offer World Bank's professional staffs to particrpate m CIRDAP events. The offer of
suppart by the World Bank Head Office in Washington, D.C. will hopefully heip CIRDAP to improve
its services to its member countries by engeging professional experts in workshops or seminars on
issues related to rural development in the Asia and Pacific region.

To further expand its network and collaboration, CIRDAP successfully organised the International
Youth Conference on Youth in Development in parmership with Ministry of Youth and Sports,
Government of Republic of India. The Conference was organised at Rajiv Gandhi National
Instrtute of Youth in Chennai, India in connection with CIRDAP's Rural Development Report for
2013 entitled Youth in Development. With the sponsorship of Ministry of Youth and Sports,
Government of Republic of India, CIRDAP engaged representatives from 9 (nine) member
countrics to participate m the conference. The conference came out with important recommendations
which highlight the need for CIRDAP Member Countries to have well-defined and implementable
vouth policies so that the youth can be fully engaged in the developmental process.

Collaboration with Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth in Chennai, Indis was further
strengthened when CIEDAP orgenised Homizontal Learning Workshop for youth leaders in
Chennai, India in April 2013, The workshop helped Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth to
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have 4 pool of trainers whoe would continue the process of promoting Horizontal Learning in their
respective region, Through the pse of Horizontal Leaming Programme, Rajiv Gandhi MNational
Institute of Youth gathered enough data concerning best practices that have been implememnted by
vouth organisations in the southern part of India, The collection of best practices will eveniually be
shared by other vouth organisations all over Indiz through internet petwork, The collaboration
between CIRDATP and Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth finally led to the signing of &
Memorandum of Understanding (MolT) between CIRDAP and Rajiv Gandhi National Institgte of
Youth, The Memorandum of Understanding basically focuses on collaboration between the two
organisations for organising conferences, trainings and faculty exchanges between Rajiv Gandihi
Mathonal Institute of Youth with CIRDAP's Coumtry Link Institotes as well as collaboration in
conducting research and publication related to vouth issues,

To strengthen cooperation with member couniries in Southeast Asia, CIRDAP in collaboration
with Mon-Aligned Movement South-South Technical Cooperation (MAM-S8TC) in Jakara,
Indonesia and Southeast Asia Office of Infernational Council of Churches Organisation (ICCO)
bazed in Bali, Indonesia, organised an intermational workshop on Strengthening the Fole of Micro
and Small Medium Enterprises in Jogjakarta, Indonesia in April 2013, Seven CMCs from
Boutheast Agia participated in the four davs’ workshop, Speakers from the government agency in
charge of small and mediom enterprises, banking sector, chamber of commerce and
non-governmental organisations were invited during the workshop. The Jogjakarta province has &
reputation of having the biggest concentration of small and medium enterprises in Indonesia,

The collaboration with Non-Aligned Movement South-South Technical Cooperation {(NAM
S8TC) in organising international workshop on small and medium enterprizes in Jogyvakarta led o
the renewal of Moll between CIRDAP and NAM S5TC, A joint conference between CIRDAP and
NAM SS5TC and other intemational organisations was ofganised in Indonesia on biogas in the
maonth of NMovember 2013,

CIEDAF took the inmitiative o strengthen relations with Afro-Asian Rural Development
Orrganization (AARDO). AARTMD is based in New Delhi, India; it has a similar mandate as
CIRDAP with more focus in Africa. AARDOD has member countries who are also CIRDAP
members. In terns of programme, AARDD and CIEDAP share many similar activifies, like
training and workshop, AARTHD has regularly attesded the CIRDAP Technical Comimittes
Meeting, Based on these factors, CIRDAP and AARTO signed a Mol on 20 Auguost 2013 in New
Delhi, India to jointly collaborate in organising workshops, trainings and conferences.

CIRDATP has taken steps to work closely with the Infernational Tropical Fruit Network [TFNet)
based in Selangor, Malaysia and was present at the Tropical Fruit Network Governing Council
Meeting on 12 July 2013 in Hanoi, Vietnam, The initial discusgion was conducted during the visit
of Director Executive of International Tropical Fruit Metwork to CIRDAP in November 2012,
Driscussion between CIRDATP and International Tropical Fruit Metwork led to the signing of a Moll
between CIRDAP and Tropical Fruit Network in August 2013,

The Memorandum stipulated the agreement between CIRDAP and Tropical Fruit Nerwork to work
together in organising conferences and workshops in the areas of common interest between the two
organisations. In Hanoi, CIRDAP, TFNet and Secretary General of Ministry of Agriculiore,
Governmment of Malaysia agreed o organise an international workshop on the food processing
industry attended by regional and international organisations dealing with rural and agricultural
development in Kuala Lumpor prior to the Malaysian International Agriculture Fair in 2014,
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CIRDAP congiders it very imporiant io develop close cooperation with Southeast Asia Regional
Cenire for Graduste Stedy and Research in Agriculiure (SEARCA) based at University of the
Philippines Loz Batos (UPLR), the Philippines. CIRDAP can leam a lot from the success story of
SEARCA in promoling regional cooperation in Southeast Asig through iraining, research and
conferences on issues related to rural development and agriculiure, SEARCA représentatives
participated in CIRDAP Technical Commitiee Meeting in Jakarta, Indonesia in May 2013,
SEARCA sent a list of iz programmes for 2014 1o offer CIRDAP the opporiunity o have a
partnership with SEARCA in 2014,

The current drive (o engage intemational organisations in promoting rural development as CIRDAPs
partner is aimed al strengthening ties with those organisations that have similar sgenda with CIRDAP
and engage them as pariners nol only with the hope that it will have a much wider impact, but will also
economise CIRDAP programmes, and most imporiantly, CIRDAP can serve ils members betler by
offering better quality progrimimes,

CIRDAF is fully aware thal it urgenily needs to strengthen its collaboration with national organisations
dealing with rural development in CMCs, In this connection, CIRDAP has already signed a Mol with
the Division of Small and Medium Enlerprizes of the Banpladesh Bank on 13 May 2013 in Dhaka,
Bangladesh, The Moll in principle stated that CIRDAP and Bangladesh Bank will work together io
support the development of micro, small and medium enterprizes in Bangladesh.

CIRDAP will offer best practices of CMCs by organising study visits or expert exchanges for the benefit
of the small and medium enterprises secior of Bangladesh. The Molk also stipulated that Bangladesh

Secretary & Joint Secreigry, MoRID, frdia, Diepurty Minisier af Rural and Regional Development,
Me LC Goyal & Me Al Dullo Mulaysia, H E. Alezender Namsa Linggi
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Bank and CIRDAP will jointly organise international conferences on small and medium enterprises by
engaping povernments as well as private sectors from CMCs. Lastly, CIRDAP and Bangladesh Bank
will collaborate 1n conducting policy onented rescarch on 1sswes related to small and medium
enterprises i selected CMCs,

CIRDAP took the initiative to renew its Mol with National Institute for Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (NI-MSME) in Hyderabad, India. NI-MSME is the leading Indian institute for capacity
building of small and medium enterprises. The Institute is under the auspices of the Ministry of Micro,
Mediom and Small Enterprises, Government of Republic of India, NI-MSME offers a wide range of
short and medium term courses on management of small and medium enterprises. The Memorandum
between CIRDAP and NI-MSME was signed at NI-MSME campus in Hyderabad on 4 May 2013,

In July 2013, the Information and Communication Division of CIRDAP fook the initiative to have a
discussion with Bangladesh Computer Association about possible collaboration. This paved the way for
a joint conference orgamised by CIRDAF, Bangladesh Computer Association, Ministry of ICT
Government of Bangladesh and Indian High Commissioner entitled *ICT Development in Bangladesh:
Opportunities and Challenges” on 24 August 2013,

CIRDAP also discussed the possible cooperation between CIRDAP and the Mimstry of ICT
Government of Bangladesh. Finally, CIRDAP and the Mmistry of ICT Government of Bangladesh
signed a Mol which in principle stated that both CIRDAP and the Ministry of ICT will work to promote
exchange of experiences in the area of ICT for rural development between Bangladesh and CMCs.

CIRDAP believes that there 15 a need to reorganise the way CIRDAP orpanises its annual
Technical Committee Meeting. While CIRDAP believes the practices of using Techmical
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Committee Meeting as 3 forum where CIRDAP can seek input and recommendation from its
Technical Committee Members can be continued, the forum can also be extended to serve
CIRDAFP and its members’ greater purposes. One of these greater purposes is to develop stronger
relationship between CMCs and other national/international organisations that work on rural
developments in the Asia and Pacific region,

For the reason above, CIRDAP organised the International Workshop on South-Sooth Technical
Cooperation for Sustainable Rural Development for two days, 20-21 May 2013 in Jakarta, Indonesia
followed by Annual Technical Committee Meeting for another two days 22-24 May 2013. The
purpose of the workshop were: (1) to develop closer cooperation between and among Country Link
Institutes in CMCs by knowing cach other’s programmes and activities; and (2) to develop closer
cooperation between CTRDAFP Coontry’s Link Institutes and other national/regional organisations
which operate in CMCs,

CIRDAF Internaticnal Conference Centre was inaugurated by the Honourable Prime Minister of
Bangladesh on 11 March 2013, The inauguration marked 2 new beginning for CIRDAF. CIRDAF now
has two well-equipped international standard suditoriums that can accommodate around 250
participants in the ground floor and 150 participants in the first floor. With the new International
Conference Centre, CIRDAP currently has two auditoriem buildings. CTRDAP still operates the older
auditorium for worksbop and conferences organised by government and non-governmental
organisations. The Government of Bangladesh generously provided this facility and continued to
support CIRDAF. The Malaysian government provided CIRDAP with 3 boxes of decorations for the

AT ] ' i, -
Chairperson of Tnsritute of Secial Sciences, Tndia, Prof. Nurul Alom, Team Leader and Dr: Grerny Bonomi,
Me Georpe Mathews Everlmation Analys QED, Eveluation Team of
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beautification of the suditorium facilitics. The Government of Iran and India have also contributed for
the same purposes by sending sculptures and paintings so that i would help to exhibit the country
members of CIRDAP just by obsenving the decoration.

The CIRDAP Information and Communication Technology Center was officially opened by the Indian
High Commissioner m Bangladesh on 9 April 2003, The Ministry of Rural Development, Government
of India decided to sopport CIRDAFP for the establishment of International Information Technobogy and
Information Centre mn CIRDAP Conference Centre and provided USD 187,000 for the first phase of the
establishment of Information Communication and Technology Center. CIRDAF has a great role to play
in spreading the benefits of ICT application, proper use of ICT and ICT implication 1o the member
countrics, The plan is that the Informetion Communication and Technology Centre would become a
regional knowledge Centre through which CMCs could share and adapt successful models of
Information, Commumication Techoology application on mural development. With the establishment of
CIRDAP's new [nformation, Communication and Technology Centre, CIEDAP can now pursue two
imporiant ohjectives. First, to help encourage greater regional cooperation in the arca of innovations and
sharng of knowledge m CMCs, best practices in women empowerment, marketing of roral products snd
leverage of ICT for rural development. Second, to help gef community access to ICT through successful
c-community models like information kiosks, agriculture marketing portals, eftc.

The Rescarch Division initiated the study on the theme *Youth in Development™ for the RDR-2013 for
the period 2012-13 a5 suggested in the TC-27 Mecting. Only 10 countries (Bangladesh, India, Iran,
Malaysin, Myanmar, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam) out of 15 CMCs
submutted couniry reports,

The Rescarch Dhivision has implemented three projects during the period, - the project on “Impact of
Handicrafis Skill Development for Rural Women's Liveliboods™ in a Bangladesh village of Pirojpur
District, Southern Coastal Area, a study visit by the Iranian Officizls on Micro Finance and Horzontal
Leaming Progremme in Bangladesh and an evalpation study on “Strengthening of Institufional
Capabilitics and Rural Population for Temitorial Development in Chittagong™ for F. ETEA, a Spam
Based Development Organisation.

Research Director presented a paper on *Perception and Vulnersbility of People Related to Climate
Change: & Case Study on Sundarbans Area in Bangladesh” based on the data‘imformation collected from
the two coastal villages of Bangladesh in an Intemational Seminar on *Frontiers of Climate Change
Adaptation and Mitigation in South Asia’” organised jointly by University of Dhaks and Ministry of
Disaster and Rehabilitation of the GoB,

In the pursuit to mobilise resources miernally, the division has prepared and submitted several proposals
to development pariners.

The Research Division has been constantly engaged in the services of our member countries, CIRDAP
recently arranged two visits for project officials of “Ektes Ban Ektee Khamar™ of the Government of
Bangladesh mn Victnam m April and Indonesia in May 2013 to gain hands on knowledpe from the
commumity empowerment projects of the Government of Vietnam and Indonesia. CIRDAP has also
signed an Moll with Bangladesh Bank to explore possible collaboration to strengthen the activities of
micro and small enterprises to alleviate mral poverty in Bangladesh and other CMCs,

Pilot Projects Division (PPD) has been in the process of forming relationships with vanous government
pgencics, NGO/ TNGOs, Prvate Sectors and Intemational Donor Agencies/development partners through
mectings, dialogues, workshops, exposure visits and submitting project concepts, proposals with an aim
to have colleborative programmes on different issues on rural development and poverty alleviation.
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CIRDAP orgenised a huncheon programme in the 808 willage with orphans and under-privileged
children in commemoration of Bangabandho Sheikh Mupbur Rahman's (founding leader of
Bangladesh) birthday on 17 March 2013 to mark his 93" birthday anniversary.

A repional workshop on *Improving Gram Storage at Houschold Level for Food Security in Ruoral
Arcas’ was organised by PPD, CIRDAP at the CIRDAP International Conference Centre (CICC) on 2
April 2013. Dr. Muhammad Abdur Razrague, Honourable Minister of Food, Government of the
People’s Republic of Bangladesh inaugurated the workshop.

Dr. Mohammad Reza Ashgan, DG, Internationzl Affairs and Specialised Organisations Bureau,
Ministry of hbhad-c-Agriculture, LE. Iran came to CIRDAP, Bangladesh to attend the inauguration of
the CIRDAP International Conference Centre (CICC), by H.E. Sheikh Hasina the Prime Minister of
Government of Bangladesh on 11 March 2013, Apart from attending the inanguration of CICC at
CIRDAP, Dr. Mohammad Beza Ashgan also visited vanous BRAC activities for poverty alleviation and
rural development like micro-credit, heath, education cfc,

CIEDAP also arranged an exposure study of best practices on rural development and poverty alleviation
through verious agricultural activities in Bangladesh for Dr. Chay Bounphanouxay, Director of
Agnculture Research Institotion, Lao PDE.

The Training Division is engaged m promofing regional cooperation through capacity building of moral
development functionarics. All activitics are accomplished with the cooperation of CIRDAP Link
Institutions (CLEs). Training programmes were organiscd on different themes covering Local Ruoral
Governance, Microfinance, Geographic Information Syvstem (GIS), Information and Commumication
Technology (ICT), Sustainable Rural Livelihopds, Besult Based Management Performance; Monitoring
and Eveluation, Philosophy of Sclf Sufficicncy, ICT and Eural Transformation.

Training Division conducted training programmes during 201 3. These programmes were organised m
different member countries. The programmes were conducted in collaboration with different parters,
international or national snd some sponsored by member countnies and national and international
MW{i(ds. These programmes were mainky spomsored by the Ministry of Rural Development,
Government of India. The Govemment of Thailand has sponsored one regional programme and
Government of Malaysia, MRRD organised an international programme on ICT and Rural
Transformation. Training Division also coordinated with the National Institute of Rural Development
{NIRD), Hyderabad, India, to admit five candidates from CMCs in Post Graduate Diploma in Rural
Development Management (PGDRDM).

It iz sinking to note that 151 sendor officials from member countries participated n 8 traming
programmes organised m 2013, Apart from thematic training progremmes, there was a study cum
exposure visit of [AS Induction Trainees, The fecdbeck from the participants on cach programme
was quite encouraging. Participants mentioned that these programmies were guite useful to them
and they expressed that they have leamed many things which will enhance their performance
their respective work,

Encouraged by the evaluation of the training programmes by the participants and their perfformance,
Training Division is envisaging more programmes to be conducted in the next ecademic session and it
has submitted proposals to varnous sponsorning agencies. It is likely that the work performance of
Traiming Division will increase snbstantially in order to cater to the traming needs of its member
countries, It 15 also essential for the Link Institotions to engage with the Trammg Division in order to
guide and help them in their fraining and capacity building activibies.
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During the reporting period, Information and Communication Division (ICD) played its role of being
the hob of information dissemination for the Centre. The CIRDAP ICT Centre at the CIRDAP
International Conference Centre (CICC), for which the ICD is the focal point, was eatablished with
support from MNational Insttute of Rural Development (NIRD) and sponsored by the Government of
India. It was inaugurated by H.E, High Commissioner of India to Bangladesh, Mr. Pankaj Saran IFS on
9 April 2013 during the Valedictory Session of the CIRDAP-NIRD International Training on ICT
Applications for Rural Development,

Several publications were brought out by Information and Communication Division viz, CIRDAP
Development Digest (CDD), Asia Pacific Journal of Rural Development (APJORD) -Vol. XXTI No 2
and Vol. XXTIT Mo 1, Vol. XXIIT No. 2, Annual Report 2011 and 2012, Reports of EC-28 and GC-18
Meetings and TC 27 and 28, Traming publication- “Microfinance in Sclect Countries of Asia-Pacific
Region®, CIRDAP Evaluation Report 2009, Participatory Techniques for Planning and Management of
Rural Development Projects ete, ICD also arranged for participation in local book fairs and the
International Book Fair and continued dissemination products viz. newspaper clippings on CMC news
{journal articles on rural development. It also maintzined and updated CTRDAP Website and CIRDAP
Intranet with new innovative featres,

Administration and Finance Division (AFD) maintained liaison with CTRDAP contact Ministry and
ather relevant Ministries end Depanments, in connection with the completion of CTRIDAP International
Conference Centre (CICC), Similarly, the divigion also arranged Personne]l Advisory Commities and
Selection Committee Mectings for extension of tenure of staff members and recruitment of profissional
and gencral staff members from time to time, CIRDAP has recruited two staff members on temporary
baziz ag Editornal Assistant and Bearer fromy Jamoary 2012 to Angust 2013, Dunng this period, some
Professional staffs namely, Director (Research) resigned and Director (Training), Programme Officer
(Training) and Special Officer (PRMLI) were separated from the services of CIRDAP,

Recently, the Government of Indonesia has taken serious steps to renovate the Sub-regional Office of
CIRDAP in South-East Asia (SDCSEA) office. The renovation indicates that the Government of
Indonesia regards SOCSEA a8 an important organisation. At the same time, SOCSEA has become more
active. In April 2013, in collsboeation with Non-Aligned Movement South-South Technical
Cooperation and International Council of Churches Crrganisation of Southeast Asian region based in
Bali, Indonesia, SOCSEA organised the [ntermational Training for Southeast Asian Countries
Crovernment Officials on Small and Medium Edterpriscs. Ning countries from Southeast Asia
participated in the training,

SOCSEA in parmership with Director General of Community Empowerment, Ministry of Home
A ffairs, Government of Republic of Indonesia hosted international training programmes on Small and
Modium Enterprises. The Ministry of Home Affairs allocated funding of USD 32,000 for ten days’
training programme for CMCs, Taking all these factors into account and the fact that there is new
enthusiasm under the newly appointed Director Cieneral of Rural and Community Empowerment,
Ministry of Home Affairs, there is a strong possibility that SOCSEA can be revived to be more active in
implementing its mandate. Nevertheless, some critical questions remain. In order to revive its activity,
SOCSEA needs to have full-fledged management so that it can creatively and seriously bring SOCSEA
into parmership with other relevant organisations to create programme and activity. However, to fulfill
this challenge, SOCSEA needs to look for possible funding, apart from funding coming from the
Drrector General of Rural and Community Empowerment, Ministry of Home Affairs,
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Future Perspective

The Asia-Pacific could become the most dynamic region and a growth centre for the world by 2023,
Therefore, sustainable development in the region is critical to achieving sustaingble development af the
global level. Despite intensive effort at all levels, the region’s chalienge for sustainable development is
yet to be fulfilled. Paradigm shifts are already advocated and practiced to some extent, in particular, for
{1} integrating environment and economics policies, inciuding the use of market mrechanisms o work for
environmental goals, and (i) increasing bottom-up contributions of civil society for formulating
policies towands sustainable development

The maejor development paradigms and poverty reduction strategies cootinwe o change in the
Agia-Pacific region, This transition makes CMCs review their own policies af national as well as regional
levels to suil the changing circumsiances, Pariicularly the issue of food security, climate adoption,
poverty alleviation, equity, enmergy securily needs o be addressed comprehensively, The past
development experience in the Asian countries suggest the need to go bevond the econpmic perspective,
o take explicit account of the socio-cultural concems and focus more on poverly al grassroots level and
o ensure meeting their sustainable livelihood peeds, CIRDAP is the ideal forum o facilitate this process,

There is a need for arficulating the rural development policies in the changing context as well as
developing and capacity building of local governance to regulate, coordinate and sustain the
development process at local level, The present state of development in the countries of Asia-Pacific
region reflects the uneven socio-gcononiic impact across countries as well as between the roral and
urban areas, Hence, there is & need to protect the poor and the vulnerable groups. There are increagsing
evidences acroas the countries that ethnic, tribal and indigencus communities and velnerable groups are
marginalised in the development process. To avoid this it may be required to go bevond the economic
perspective to take cognisance of the socip-culiural concemns and focus more on poverty at the
grassroots level, Due fo the magnitude of the task of rural development, the efforts of the siate is
complemented by several IINGOs, micro=credit institutions and civil societies which emerged during
the past decades with economic and social agenda, mainly with donors” support. Indeed, they have done
a good job to generate economic opportunities at the micro-level and bring out several socio-economic
issues on the foreftont, But there is a need to sequence them along with the respective government
agencies (o play a complementing role, A coordinating mechanism has to be developed at local and
national level as well as from the dopors” perspective to synergise the achievements made by them. The
rural development and poverty alleviation programmes are implemented by several ministries of the
government, NGOs, civil societies and private sectors, But it is difficalt to understand holistically the
achievernents and issues of multi-sectoral policies, For this, CIRDAP is to develop a comprehensive
mechanism for knowledge generation, policy coordination and support at national and regional level,

While calling for strengthening of these emerging initiatives, CIRDAP wishes to promote further
comprehensive shifts fo reflect long-term views and values of regional conperation for development of
the Agia-Pacific region,

D, Cecep Effendi
Diirector General
CIRDAP



Policy Body Meeting

28" Technical Committee Meeting of CIRDAP

The Twenty-Eighth Meeting of CIRDAP Technical Committee and South-Scuth Technical
Cooperation for Sustainsble Rural Development, hereinafier referred to as TC-28, was held at The
Media Hotel and Towers, Jakarta, Indonesia from 20-24 May 2013, followed by a South-South
Dialogue smong CLIs organised by the Ministry of Home Affairs, Indonesia from 25-28 May at
Jogjakarta,

TC members from all CIRDAFP Member Countries (except Iran); H.E. Ambassadors of Afghanistan,
Myanmar and Fiji, H.E. Secretary General of AARDCY, the IRD) Expert; Director of CAFSA; CEOQ of
TFoet; Exccutive Director of SEARCA: Head of the Edocation of NAETC; Rector of The College of
Management for Agriculiure and Roral Development 1, Vietnam; Director of BinaSwadava; Director
were present in the inangural session. Senmior Government Officials from the Ministry of Home
Affadrs: representatives from the Civil Seeiety Organigations (CS0s) and the Media also attended the
inaugural session.

Inaugural Session

The inanguration of the meeting, followed by a workshop on South-South Technical Cooperation on
Suostainable Rural Development was held at The Media Hotel and Towers, Jakaria, Indonesiaon
Monday, 20 May 2013,
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Mr. Tarmizi A, Karim, Director General, Directorate General of Community and Village Empowerment,
Covernment of the Bepublic of Indonesia, inaugurated TC-28 mesting and the workshop as the Chief
Guest. Dr, Cecep Effendi, Director General, CIRDAP gave the welcome address,

The South-South Technical Cooperation for Sustainable Rural Development focused on the best
practices of Rural Development projects in their own countries which can be replicated by CLI5. The
observers such as AARDO, SEARCA, CAPSA, NAETC, Bina Swadayn also presented the mandate
af their organisations and pinpointed possible avenues for collaboration with CIRDAF and CLIs.

Business Session
Agenda Ttem-1: Adoption of the Agenda
The meeting adopted the agends and programme of the TC-28 meeting unammously,

Agenda ftem-2: Election of Chairperson
After culling the TC-258 o order, the TC-27 Chuirperson, Director of HARTL S Lanka, invited
nominations for the Chairperson, TC-28.

Pukistun proposed Indonesia as the Chairperson of the TC-28, which wus seconded by a number of
member countrics. Dirsctor Cheneral, Directorate General of Community and Village Empowerment,
CGovernment of the Bepublic of Indonesia was unanimously elected as the Chairperson of TC-28,

The outgning Chairperson of TC-27 from S Lanka congratulated the new TC Chairperson and
wished him suceess.

The newly elected Chairperson of TC-28 from Indonesia praised the outgoing Chairperson for his
imporiant role playved dunng TC-27 period.

Agenda Item-3: Follow-up Actions on the Suggestions of the 27" echnical Committee Meeting
Special Officer, CIRDAP briefly presented the follow-up actions taken on the sugpestions of TC-27.
Actions were taken by CIRDAF and CLIs a8 per Annex-3.

Agenda Item-4: Presentation of Director General’s Report on CIRDAP Activities

DG, CTRDAF presented his report highlighting the SWOT analysis, activities, the new strategy of
CIRDAP, the intermational engagement of CIRDAFP, RCF, CIEDAP ICT Center and future
management of SOCSEA.

The delegate from Banglodesh engquired about the status of BECE He pointed out that only nine
countrics have paid the contribution, and suggested following up on non-paying countrics.

The delegate from Fiji suggested the revised puidehnes of RCEF be placed before the next BEC and GC
fior approval.

The delegate from Malaysia highlighted the status of the proposed progrimme: oo the ICT theme o be
held in OctoberMovember 2013 pending the final confirmation from CIRDAP on airfares and
participatory 15sues.

The delegates from Pakistan and Philippines requeated CIRDAF to prepare the training calendar and
inform the CLIS in advance.

The delegate from Fiji stated that the proposal to seek support of CIRDAF to establish a National
Rural Development Institute is being discussed,

The delegate from Philippines appreciated the initiatives taken by DG, CIRDAP to address the intermeal
and external isswes of CIRDAP. Pakiztan also endorsed and emphasised the need to analyse the current
picture of CTIRDAP in view of the available resources.

The delegate from Muolaysia suggested that the TC members should be firm and supportive to the
decizions made during the TC meeting to have a better congistency during the EC/GC meetings.

] o o 21



The delegate from India suggested that in addition to the support received from CLIs, the funding for
travel cost for the training programmes should be explored from odganisations like World Bank,
Colomba Plan, ete.

The Indian delegate suggested CIRDAP 1o prepare cross-couniry proposals o be submined o
development pariners.

The Director of CAPSA appreciated the frank and open presentation of DG, CIRDAP and emphasised the
need to identify concrete projects and activities that can be carried oot jointly by CAPSA and CIRDAP

The delegate from Myanmar requested the DG, CIRDAP 1o write a letier clarifying on how the RCF
will be used for the benefit of Myanmar such as implementing a small project.

The Afghan delegate pointed ool that the RCF is a one tiree contribution. The annual contribution is
the first prionty of Afghanistan and RCF will be paid later:

The delegate from Fiji said that the TC is a preparatory meeting and should be continued as it is, He
also suggested that a template should be prepared for rescarch proposals. CIRDAP also needs to focus
on enticing more members by marketing itself,

The delegate from Lao PDR informed the TC that the new ministry namely Poverty Allevistion and
Rural Development bas been established, He also highlighted the need of SOCSEA o be evaluated,

The delegate from Bangladesh mentioned that the preference should be given to the research and
action research and in order b get good proposals, an award can be given as an incentive,

The delegate from Thailand appreciated the reforms by the new mapagement of CIRDAP and
suggesied that the salary structure of CIRDATP should be increased,

The delegate from Sri Lanka suggested strengthening CIRDAP by obtaining the regional projects to
enhance its financial condition.

Agpenda Iem-5: Presentation of Divisions® Activities

The presentation of Divisions® activities was covered under DG's Beport,

Agenda Item-6: Fixing the Date and Yenue of the Next Technical Commitiee Meetings

The delegate from Vietnam commuomicated the approval of his governiment i bost ihe 290 regular
mesting of the Technical Committes of CIRDAP in Vietnam. CIRDAP will send a letter to the
Crovernment of Wietnam o organise the TC-29 in the moath of May 2014,

The delegate from Fiji offered to host the 30* regular mesting in 2015 of the Technical Committee of
CIRDAF in Fiji subject to approval of his government,

The Malaysian delepate offered to host the 31* regular meeting in 2006 of the Technical Committes of
CIRDAP in Malavsia subject to approval of his government,

Agenda Item-7: Other Matters

The Corpus Pand was discussed and it was suggested that the accumulated RCF fond should be
operationalised and only after this the Corpus Fund can be taken up.

Agenda Ttem-8: Adoption of the Report of the 28™ Technical Committee Meeting

The meeting nnanimously sdopled the report as presented by Director General, CIRDAP.

Dn behalf of the delegates Brig (Retd) Amanullah thanked the Government of Indonesia and Chairperson
of TC-2§ and his team for hosting and organising the meeting and making it a success. He commended
the TC-28 delegates, and experts for their constructive and positive contribotion in the meeting.

The IRD expert, Prof. Dr. Yoshihiro Kaida is completing his tenure afier serving nearly a decade. DG
and other delegates acknowledged his immense contribution w CIRDAP and ED in the region and
thanked him profusely.

The Direcior General expressed hig heartfelt gratimsde 1o the Members of Technical Commines fos

their unstinied cooperation and support to CIRDAP,
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The delegates and the Secretary General, AARDO appreciated the local hospitality and srrangements
of the meeting. They thanked and highly commended Dr, Cecep Effendi, Director General, for his
commitment, leadership and steering the affairs of CIRDAP.

Brig. (Ferd ) Amanullah has submited his resignation as Director General of NCRD with effect from
4 June 2013,

In the closing of meeting, the Chairman TC-28 thanked the participanis for their active participation
that had contributed to the meeting’s success. He also thanked Director General, CIRDAP and his
team for organising and coordinating the meeting in Indonesia,

Suggestions and Recommendations of TC-28 Meeting

1. Regional Cooperation Fond (RCF}):
a. CIRDAP has to write 8 letter to non-paying countries explaining the benefits of RCF and
informing them that nine countries have already contriboted to promote regional cooperation,

b. It is also suggested thaet the revised guideline and operabional plan should project the funds
allocation for different schemne,

c. RCF should benefit all CMCs to motivate non-paying countries to contribute.
2, Maode of Conducting Technical Meeting:
a mm&mwawﬂMmmdMMMﬁﬂMﬂl
! b, The workshop could be on relevant themes
with adequate time for presentations.

¢ Al CLIs should submit fheir papers/
presentations on time to CIRDAP to facilitate
prior information for effective discussion.

d. A field visit on the best practice in RD of
hosting country will be a part of TC,

3. Outstanding Annual Contributions

a, This issue will be discussed in the next BC

4. Ewalation of SOCSEA

a. DG, CIRDAP will take up the matter with
Government of Indonesia on the foture of
SDCSEA based on ity performance and report it o the next EC and GC.

5. Remuneration of Stall

a. The salary structure of CIRDAP can be increased by managing the budget cfficiently.

b Ttis better to pay higher salary o lesser number of efficient staff than pay less for more staff.
[

a.

New Strategy of CIRDAP
DG willl prepeare the Mew Strategy of CIRDAP and place it to BC and GC for information and consideration,
7. Increasing Membership:

#. Efforis need o be faken o brang countries like Cambodia, Bhotan and Central Asta Countries into
CIRDAP's fold.

8. Corpus Fund:
a. It will be taken up when RCF operation is finalised.
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Workshop on South-South Technical Cooperation for Sustainable Rural Development

Background and Rationale

The Governing Council GC-18 of CIEDAP decided that “In the Technical Committes meeting, experts
on rural development including primary stakeholders may be invited to present and discuss path
breaking technologies of regional concerns like new agriculioral practices. This will provide an
opporiunity to evolve and use new techoologies.”

In this backdrop, to make the TC meeting pro-active and effective, TC was clubbed with a Workshop
on South South Technical Cooperation on Sustainable Rural Development from 20-22 May 2013,

Croals and Dbfectives

The workshop aimed to build stronger collsboration between end among CIRDAF's Country’s Link
Institutes and other relevant institutions in the Asia and Pacific, The forum will create scopes and
opportunitics of sharing and leaming from each other, identifying strength and gaps in CIRDAPs
Country Link Inssitotes and other participating instinitions,

The workshop aimed to create o forum whereby each CIRDAP's Link Institutes will help other mural
development institnies with their comparative strength in certain aress in rural development and vice versa

Workshop Contenits

The two davs workshop included;

* Presenistion from each CIRDAP's Link Institutes (CLIs) sbout the strengths and gaps of cach CLI
and what it can offer (0 other CLI and vice versa.

* Successful case studies on sustainable rural development and poverty alleviation thet cen be a
lesson learned from other CIRDAP's member countries.

Farticipanis

=  The participants in the workshop were the Head of CIRDAP Link Institntions which is the
professional body and think tank of CIRDAP.

*  There were CIRDAP Member Countries like Indonesia, Myanmar, Thailand and Viemnam where
CLIs are oot training/rescarch institutions. From these countries UM, CAPSA. SEARCA from the
Philippines, College of Rural Management Training from Vietnam and National Instituie for Rural
Extension Traiming, Kasatrat University, Thailand were invited.

=  CIRDAP Observer Members who were also professional institutions amd organisations engaged in
rural development and poverty alleviations like AARDO.

Technical Session

The technical session begun with the presentations by the representatives from the invited
prganisations, Dr. Katinka Weinberger, Head of CAPSA (Centre for Alleviation of Poverty through
Sustainable Agriculture), Bogor, Indonesia, made a presentation on CAPSA's activitics and highlighted
the areas for possible collaboration. From SEARCA (Southeast Asian Regional Centre for Graduoare
Smdy and Research in Agriculture), Philippines, Dr. Maria Celeste H. Cadiz, Programme Head of
Enowledge Management Coordinator, made a presentation on “Promoting Pood Seconiny and Poverty
Alleviafion in Southeast Asia: SEARCA's Thrusts’. Eng. Wassfi Hassan El Sreihin, Secretary General,
Afro-Asian Rural Development Organisation (AARDCY), New Delhi, India, made a presentation on
‘Hole of Technology in Rural Poverty Alleviation in Afro-Asian Region’. Mr Yacob Ahmed, CEOQ,
International Tropical Fruits Network (TFNet) made hiz presentation on ‘Role of Intemational Tropical
Fruits Network (TFNet) in Integrating Smallholders into the Tropical Fruit Value Chain and Enhancing
Market Access”, Mr. Mark Ellery, Water and Sanitation Specialist, The World Bank, Bangladesh, made

presentation on 'Honzontal Learning Process (HLP)'.
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After the presentations by the representafives from inwited organizations, presentaitions were made
from CIRDAP Member Countries (CMCs).

International Conference on South-South Cooperation

Center for Administration of Overseas Corporation, Ministry of Home Affairs Republic of Indonesia,
in association with CIRDAF organised the Intermational Conference on South-South Cooperation
"Exploring Avenues for Murual Beneficial Cooperation among South-South Countries”™ in Indonesia,
Jogjakarta, May 26-28 2013,

Senigr officials of the Government of Indonedia, delegations from Sri Lanka under Sowth-South
cooperation, representotives of the |5 member countnes of CIRDAP, international orpunisations and
donor countries such as JICA and AusAID who have heen supporting Indonesia in developing the
South-South Coopemstion concept, D Cecep Effend:, Director General CIRDAP among the CIRDAP
officials and Director General of UCLG-Aspac, Dr. Rudolf Hauter attended the conference. Director
General, Community and Rural Empowerment, Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of Indonesia,
Mr, Ir. H. Tarmizi Karim inaugurated the conference and welcomed all the participants, he thanked
them for coming to the cultural city of Jogjakarta, o participate in the Intemational Conference.

The objective of this international conference was to share practices from participating countries as well

a5 to share the Indonesian perspective on South-South Cooperation. The Conference seeked to:

= Broaden the participants’ understanding about concepts amd practices of South-Soath Cooperation
among other schemes of cooperation;

= Tdentify success factors and channels for South-South Cooperation;

= Create further steps suitable in promoting and fostering South-South Cooperation.

The South-South Cooperation concept was developed as the extension of Non-Aligned Movement,
also known as the G-77, The G-77 aimed at articulating and promoting muteal economic interssts and
realizing that they would make better efforts by working together, not only in economic issues but also
in broader 1ssues. These countrics then orgamized o mone exfensive cooperation among developing
countries kmcam as South-Sonth Cooperation,

From Indonesia’s perspective, South-South Cooperation 1% a scherne of cooperation and partnership
that is evolving and has the potential o be developed,
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Workrkap in progress

The South-South Cooperation aims at increasing competifiveness of parinering countries by leveraging
the strategic environments for the exchange of information, resources, expertise, and technology.

South-South  Cooperation, therefore, opens opporfunities to countres with comparative
competitiveness to establish partnership without competing with each other.

In addition, the South-South Cooperation also opens opporfunities to international organisations or
other hilateral and multilateral cooperation institutions to participate actively.

The following papers were présented during the Intemational Conference:

1, Contribution of Line Ministries to South-South Cooperation :Overview of Indonesian Approach to
South-Scuth Cooperation

Indonesian Approach to South-South Cooperation: An Overview.

From Nom Aligmed Movement to South = South Cooperation En Roule 1o Economic Development
Development Parners Support for South-South and Triengular Cooperation

Sharing Experience of Gorontale Provinee, Indonesia and Sothem Provinee of 56 Lanka

Sharing Experience from the Mational Program for Community Empowerment in Indonesia -
Explorng Avenues for Mutual Beneficial Cooperation Among South-South Countries

7. An Experience of Wakatobi {a district of Indonesia comprising 4 Islands): Going World Wide

The represemtative of CIRDAP Member Countries presented their countries™ good practices on Rural

The Secretarial of South-South Cooperation thanked the CIRDAP Member Countries for sharing their
good practices and also showed their keen interests to collaborate with CIRDAP and receive the good
practices of ils member countries.

2o a W
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29" Executive Committee Meeting of CIRDAP

Inangural Session

The regular tweniy-minth Meeting of the CIRDAP Executive Committes (hereinafer referred 1o as
EC-29) was held from the 277-28% of September 2013, Delegates from all the CIRDAP Member
Countries (CMCs) attended the Meeting, HE. Ambassadors from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Iran,
Philippines, Depaty High Commissioner from Pakistan and representatives from the embassics of
Indonesia, Malaysia and Myanmar, and some observers and representatives of development partners
were also present during the inangural session.

H.E, Pradeep Jain ‘Aditya’, Honourable Minister of State for Rural Development, Governiment of India
inangurated the BC-29 meeting as Chief Guest. Mr. 5. Vijay Kumar, 1AS, Secretary RD, Government of
India and Vice Chairman of CIRDAP Execotive Commitee (EC-28} chaired the Inaugural Session, The
welcome address was delivered by Dr. Cecep Effendi, Director General, CIRDAP,

Imahia and Fiji were unanimously elected & the Chairperson and the Vice Chairperson of EC-20 respectively.

The meeting procesded as per agenda. Afier the defiberation, the Meeting came up with the following
rmajor recomimendati ons:

Furticipants of the EC

Suggestions/Decisions/Recommendation:

Follow-up Action Taken on the Recommendations/Thecisions of EC-28 and GC-18
Recommendation: 1/EC-29/2013

The EC-29 ok node of the actions taken by DG, CIRDAP and recommended 1o GC-19 (o approve the
actions taken on the follow op.

Consideration of the Reporis of the Twenty Seventh and Twenly Eighth Regular Meeting of the
Technical Committes

Recommendations: 2EC-2972013

The Committes appreciated the follow-up actions taken by CIRDAP and recommended the report of
the DG, CIRDAP for approval by the GC-19 with suggestions as follows:

* CIRDAP should be able to prepare attractive and value added proposals along with CMCs to

match ifs projects with priority objectives of funding agencies like JICA including subjects of
mutual interests which otherwise are interested in having bilateral cooperation.
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*  CMCs/CLIz may be requested o send articles from their research institotesfuniversities for
APIORD as CIRDAP is currently gething most of the articles from India and Bangladesh alone.

»  CLIs which have not vet created links with CIRDAP website may be requested to do so.

#  CIRDAP may develop mass media stemlegies 1o document imporiant best practices of CMWCs and
upload on websites like YouTube.

* The best practices have been provided to CIRDAP shoold be presented in an aftractive manner
through various media.

= Sn Lanka may consider hosting the training progamme and study on post-harvest losses prevention in 2014,

* CLIs may respond to action initiated by CIRDAP on suggestions, recommendations and decisions
made by the TC/EC/GC like in the case of scoping smdy when a questionnaire was circulated to
get information from CIRDAP Contact Ministry (CMCs) and CIRDAP Link Institutions (CLIs).

*  Commuomication made with the CLIs should also be shared with the Contact Ministry,

= Vietnam will organise one traiming programme for CMCs in 2014 and local hospitality will be borme
by his povernment. But the international travel cost has o be met by the participating/sponsoring
countries. The tpic of the raining will be finalised in consultation with CIRDAF,

* Travel cost is crucial for CIRDAF, The CMCs government needs to be convinced to meet travel
expenses as it is g kind of investment for them.,

*  The outstanding membership contribution of Iran may be discussed bilaterally berween CTROAP and Eran.

* CIRDAF may work put a plan to undertake the visit to other prospective Asian countries such as
Bhutan, Yemen, Cambodia, Bhutan and Tankistan to bring them inte its fold.

Direcior General’s Report on the Activities of CIRDAP

Recommendution: JEC-29%2013

CIRDAP needs to have mone international collaboration-to generate resources. CIRDAFP should also

focus on low cost as well as new technologies such as: e-learming, video-conferences etc.and

re-engage with donors on corrent issues for it sustainghility.

Selection of Members af Technical Commitiee in Accordance with Paragraph 3 of Article-VII

aof the Agreement

Recommenduation: 4EC-2% 2013

* It is recommended that ATT, AARDO, BCO, ICIMOD, SAARC, NAM CS5TC, SEARCA, THFNet,
IDRC, [FAD, from among the renowned professional institutions in the Asia-Pacific region be
invited as observers in the TC meetings of CIRDAR

= It iz recommended that Dr. Somporn Hunpongpandh be selected as new [RD expert of CIRDAP
for the next fwo years.
Selection of Screemng Committee Members for Appointment of Next Director General, CIRIAP {200 6-2020)
Recommendation: 5/EC-29/2013
»  The EC-29 recommended the following Scresning Commmittes: Members for appomtment of next
Director General, CIRDAP (2006-20200:
) Bangladesh - Representing South Asian Countries.
b} Malaysia - Representing the South-East Asian Countries.
) FAD to be requested to send representativel Higher Level)

d) One [RD expert - a8 the internationally acimowledged person in the area of rural development
within the region as decided by GC-18.

2) Highly qualified female representative.
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* Tt was recommended that CIRDAP Secretariat should circulate a note among CMCs inviting
nominations along with CVs of a highly qualified woman within one month to serve on the
Screening Committee, The CVs will be examined and three suitable women representatives will
be shortlisted to be forwarded to the Chairperson for final selection.

Propoged Guidelines of Regional Cooperation Fund (RCF}

Recommendation: 6EC-29%2013

= CIRDAP should circulate the agenda notes well in advance (at least two weeks before) to enable
the members o prepare themselves for the mesting.

* CIRDAP should prepare proposals indicating CMCs" benefit, budgeting process, criteria of
selecting beneficiary countries and effective utibisution of the resources for the four schemes.

*  Non-paying countries of RCF may be allowed o pay in installments.

*  RCF can be budgeted for three year penod giving preference to countries: which have already
contriboted &nd to those who have contributed but have not proposed yet. Based on this the
patterns that emerges over the next two years can be analysed by CIRDAP Secrefanat and come
out with a proposal on whether to continue the scheme or not.

*  CIRDAP Secretariof should prepare o three years® engagement plan that would include o budget
hased on its past experiences. RCF has limited funds and needs to be carefully planned for its
utilisation, CIRDAP should consider apportoming the budget utilisation of one fourth of the RCF
for the first year and the remaining could be utilised for the next two years,

+ | Best pructices should be publicised to attract prospective participants through RCE

*  Subject to the above, revisad guidelines of RCF were approved as suggested by CIRDAF Secretariat.

Engagement of CIRDAF with CMCs on One Research/Action Research and Training Programme

Recommendation: T/EC-29/2013

*  Inchia has already provided support to CIRDAP to construct the ICT centre. The country is further
interested to provide conperation through specialised trainings and workshops on issues such as
climate change, livelihoods, local povemance, rural connectivity and social secunty issues
including, food security, and also to open a CIRDAF local office in NTRD premises.

»  Malaysia proposed to dissemingte the best practice of rural transformation programme (ETP).

= Pakistan proposed to organise training on a cost sharing basis.

+*  Bangladesh also offersd to share best practices on commumity biogas and integrated water
TESOUIce Management.

+  Similarly, Vietnam also offersd to share New Rural Development Programme,

= Indonesia offered to share hest practices on community development.

Consideration af the Report of the Audited Final Accownts for the year 20010:200 1 and Inferim Accounts af 2002
Recommendation: BEC-292003

The Executive Committes took notes of the observations of the Auditor and the responses of the
CIRDAP Secretarigt. The EC-29 noted CIRDAP responses on the observations of the
Auditor. However, the EC-29 advised CIRDAP to follow the rules and regulations strictly as follows:
a) CIRDAP should consider outsourcing the services of lower level staff,

by CIRDAP will ensure recruitment of staff through proper advertisement.

c) The commitiee suggested CIRDAFP to hire a Consultant as early as possible to update the
Operation Manual, The CIEDAP Secretariat will be assisted (e-communication) by a
Sub-committes comprising of: Bangladesh, India, and the Philippines.

dy Age of retirement should be followed.
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Revised Programme of Work and Budget (PWB) for the Seventeenth Biennium (2012-2013)
Recommendation: WEC-29/2013

Revised administrative buodget (General Fund) and revised progrumme budget (Trust Fund) for the
Seventeenth Biennium (2012-2013) be recommended to the GC-19 for approval,

Proposed PWE for Eighteenth Bienninm (2004-2015)
Recommendation: 1WVEC-2972013

After the discussion, BEC-29 changed the proposed Programme of Work and Budget (PWB) for the
eighteenth bienniom for approval of GC-19 on the ling with the decisions taken under the agenda 13

Administrative Matters

Recommendation: 11.1/EC-29%/2013

EC-29 took note on the proposal and recommended to continue with the existing system of Country
contribution.

Festival Bonux

Recommendation: 11.2EC-292013

After due deliberation, the EC-29 accepted the proposal to give one month festival bonus to all regular
employees of the Centre as per details given in the Annex-15, However, festival bonus should be
provided from the Auditorium/Cafetens ineome only.

COLA (Cost of Living Adjcstment)
Recommendation: 11.3/EC-2%2013

The EC-29 agreed o infroduce COLA with 3% increase of the salary o CIRDAP Stafl with effect from
January 20014 for two years from the General Fund, The matter will be considersd afresh in every bienmiuvm.

House Rent for Professional and General Staff Members of CIRDAP
Recommendation: 11LAEC-292013
The proposal for howse rent for Professional and General Staff Members has bean deferred for the time being.

Recommendation: 11.5EC-29%/2013

The EC-X9 apreed to enhance the education prant of Directorol and Professionol Siaff from USD 600 to USD
2400 per child per vear with effect from 2014 and restricted to two children only studving in Bangladash.

Other Matiers
Recommendation: 12EC-2972013

= The EC-29 apreed to allow DG, CIRDAP to use the annoal interest accrued from the Corpus Fund
for core activities 1o bencfit the CMCs. Prior approval will have o be tzken from the GC
Chuairperson for any cxcess expendifunz,

#  The contribution o Corpus Fund will be only from the anditoriom /cafeteria earnings (505,

Dates and Venue of the Next Meeting

The delegate from Fiji welcomed the request from all the EC members to host the next EC/GC
meeting in 2015 in Fiji. The exact date and venue of the meeting will be finalised in consultation with
CIEDAFP Secretariat.
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19"t Governing Council Meeting of CIRDAP

Inaugural Session

The Nineteenth Regular Meeting of the CIRDAP Goveming Council (hercinafter referred to ns
GC-19) was held in Vigvan Bhavan, New Delhi, India on 300 September 2013, His Excellency, the
President of India, Shn Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated the meeting. The inaugural programme began
with the lighting of the ceremonial lamp by HE. the President. Delegates from all the CIRDAP
Member Countries (CMCs) except Pakistan and Vietnam attended the meeting. H.E. Ambassadors
from the Embassy of Philippines and Indonesia, representative from the High Commission of Pakistan
in Mew Delhi, India and representatives of development partners based m Delhi wers also present
during the inaugural session,

Mr. Jairam Eomesh, Honourable Minister for Rural Development of the Government of India and Vice
Chairperson of GC-18, Mr. Mohammad Ali Nikbakht, Honourable Depoty Ministes for Planning and
Economic Affairs, Ministry of Jihad-e-Agriculture, Islamic Repoblic of Iran representative of the
Outgaing Chairperson of CIRDAP Twenty-Eighth Governing Council (GC-18), Mr. 5. Vijay Kumar,
IAS, Secretary (RD), Government of India and Chairperson of CIRDAP Twenty MNinth Execotive
Committee (EC-29) alsp spoke in this occasion. The welcome sddress was delivered by Dr. Cecep
Effendi, Director General, CIRDAP.

India and Fiji were unanimously elected as the Chairperson and the Yice-Chairperson of GC-19
TEspectv
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H.E. Shri Prangh Mukherjee, President of fndic, delivering the inougiral address ol GC 1%

Business Session

Apenda 1: Adoption of Agenda and Time-Table

H.E. Mr. Mohammed Ali Nikhbath, Chairperson of BC-28 and Honowrable Deputy Minister for Planning,
Economic and Intemational Affairs, Ministry of Jihad-c-Agnculture, [slamic Republic of Iran representing
Chairperson of GC- 18 placed the Provizional Agenda and the Time-Talble before GC-19 for adoption,
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Apenda 2: Election of the Chairperson and the Vice-Chairperson

India was unanimously elected as the Chairperson of GC-19, Fiji was unanimously elected as the
Vice-Chairperson of GC-19.

H.E Mr. Muhammed Ali Nikhbath, Chairperson of BEC-28 representing the Chairperson of GC-18
congratulated the newly elected Chairperson and Vice Chairperson and thanked the GC members for
their support and copperation.

The newly elected Chairperson thanked the howse for electing him enemimously, He expressed hope fo discharpe
this responsibility to take the mandate of CIRDAP forward in collaboration with CIRDAP Member Countries.

Apenda 3: Director General’s Report on the Activities of CIRDAP

Director General, CIRDAFP presented the activities of CIRDAP for the period 2012 — 2013 for
consideration of GC-19.

The delegates appreciated the Director Creneral, CIRDAFP for his comprehensive report and the
imitiative taken for enhancing the mage of CIRDAP during his tenure.

The Director General's Report was adopted,
Agenda 4: Consideration of the Report of the Twenty Ninth CIRDA P Execative (EC-29)

The Director General, CIRDAFP presented the Report of the EC-28 with major recommendations of
the meeting before the GC-15.

Decizion IAGC- T92013

Since there was no comments’soggestion from the members of the house, GC-19 unanimously
adopied the report.

Agenda-5; Statements by GC Members on Boral Development in the CIRDAP Member Countries

The Chairperson of GC-19 requested the honourable members to present their country statements in
glphabetic order. The synopsis of the country stafements are given below,

Afghanistan

With over T0% of the Afghan population living in rural aress, rural development is sesn as & crucial
gecior for the development and the stability of the country, The Ministry of Roral Rehabilitation and
Development (MRRD) focuses all its activities towards the goal of imcreasing the social, economic
and political well-being of rural society, through the provision of basic services, strengthening local
povernance and promoting sustainable livelihoods, Through its people-centred development ethos,
MERD comtinues o establish a productive, participatory partnership between the government and the
people it serves, The implementation of national development programmes has allowed the MERD to
work towands equity in its investments, allowing all communities to participate in creating an enabling
environment to develop social capital and take tentative steps towards developing a citizenry which is
aware and articulate in regard to its needs and expectations.

Human poverty in Afghanistan s o multidimensionu] problem that includes fluctusting insecurity;
inequalities in accessing productive assets and social services, poor health, education and nutritinnal
status; weak social protection systems, vulnerability to macro end micro-level nsks (both natural and
human-triggered); human displacement; gender inequalities and political marginalization, Muoch of the
country’s rural infrustructures are in a senous state of disrepair and a degraded environment which
has, forced the rural population into subsistence agriculiore, This has left the country in a stae of
extreme poverty and food insecurity. Achieving significant reduction in poventy regquires a strong focus
on agriculure and rural employment generation, promotion of sustainable livelihoods and rral
infrustructure development. In the Afghan context, growth needs to be lbour-intensive, equitable,
sustainable, environmentally friendly, and conducive to ensure social development,

Poverty reduction, stabilisation, and sconomic growth in rural Afghanistan are targets that have been
incorporated i the Millennipm Development Goals (MDGs), the Afghan Mational Development
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Sirategy (ANDS), the United Mations Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF) and the
Agriculture and Rursl Development Sector Strategy (ARDSS). It has been reflected in institotional
and programmatic sicategies of the Ministry of Bural Rehabilitation and Dewelopment (MRRIDY),
Duaring the Kabul Conference, July 2010, the GolBA agreed to focus on reform of service delivery
institutions, policy decisions and the implementation of the Mational Priority Programmes, within the
framework of a prortsed Afghenistan Mational Development Strategy. MERD is one of the four
ministries involved in the Afghanistan Rehabilitation Cluster working towands the ANDS goals and
ohjectives, Additionally, during the Tokyo conference held in July 2012, the internationsl community
commitied LTSI 16 million to build Afghanistan up to 2020,

MRRD is responsible for a portfolio of nationsl development programmes which provide service
delivery through roral infrastrecture (including tertary roads, water supply and irrigation) and develop
Iocal gowernance insttuons at the sub-national level. The two programmes with the larpesi national
outreach incorporate community-based povernance, namely the National Area-Based Development
Programme (MABDP) and the government’s fagship Naotional Solidarity Programme (NSP),
supported by two technical programmes, the Mational Rural Access Programme (NEAF) and the Foral
Water Supply, Sanitation & Imigation Programme (Ru'WatSip). These programmes combine to create
improved livelihoods in a fertile and conducive environment for economic regenerafion, the main
engine for moving out of the poverty. Furthermore, the Afghanistan Rural Enterprise Development
Programme (AREDF) has been designed to capitalise upon the instition- hu]ding and pr-:rdmhm
infrastructure necessary to provide critical pathways and pragmatic solotions o INCTCasing CCONOMHC
regeneration, Finally, the Afghanistan Institte for Rural Developmeni (ATRI) is & cooss-culting entity
ensuring uniform message identification and appropriate delivery mechanisms across all MRERD
programmes, Some of the programmes are as follows:

a) The Natonal Solidarity Programme (NSP)

b} The Mational Area-Based Development Programme (MABDF)

) National Rural Access Programme {(MEAP)

) Rural Water Supply, Sanitation & Irrigation Programme (RuWatSIF)

¢} Afghanistan Rural Enterprise Development Programme (AREDF)

iy Afghanistan Instingie of Bural Development (ATEIY)

Bangladesh
Bangladesh has made significant progress in food production, the country is now on the verge of
attpining food self-sufficiency. Child and maternal mortality rate have sobstantially redoced, life
expectancy has increased remarkably, gender parity in primary and secondary education has been
achieved significantly, and rural road network has expanded commendably. Incidence of income
poverty decreased from 9% in 1991 to 27% in 2012, Poverty declined by 1.8% points between 2005
and 2012 at the rate of 1% point during the previons two decades. Bangladesh ranked first among all
other countries working for achieving MDGs, The success lies in sincere commitment and strong
lepdership of Honoursble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. Bengladesh has alfready achieved three
targeis of MDGs: such as remwwing gender disparity in Primary and secondary education, universal
primary education, and access to safe drinking water.

Some of the important programmes of Bangladesh providing excellent impact on the poverty
alleviation efforts of rural poor are worth mentioning: {2} Micro-Credit Revolution, (b) Attainment of
Poverty Alleviation, (¢} Institptional Metwork for Implementing Roral Development Policies, (d)
Comprehensive Village Development Program (CVDP) is the yield of One Village One Cooperative
concepd, and () One House One Farm (Ektes Bari Ekiee Khamar),

Fiji

Fiji is one of the most developed of the Pacific island economies, though still with a large subsisience
sector. Per capita GDP stands at US$ 4, 400 {as of 2010). While agriculture sccounts for only 10% of
the GDP (versus 77% by services secior), it occupies T0% of the labour force, The couniry's ecomomy
is significantly dependent on tourism (about (.5 million visitors per year) and remittances from
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pbroad, The sugar industry has traditionally occupied a dominant mole, but has declined significantly in
recent years. The country has fairly high human development indicators, with life expectancy at birth
of 71.3 vears (68.7 and 74 vears for males and females, respectively). The literacy rute stands at
3. 7%, with average years of schooling at 13 years.

Of the 300,000 population of Fiji, around 40 per cent of these live in the rural sreas. Rural
Development in Fiji has been regarded as a series of integrated measures zimed at improving the
productive capacity and living standards of people who live outside urban areas and depend on the
expioitation of the soil. This includes those people engaged in agriculture, foresiry, fishing, rural
industries and handicrafis, trade, commerce and services in the rural areas. Rural Development was
established in 1969 with the aim to:

a) Promote more self-help by the people for their own betterment, stimulate nural communities to
seek their own improvement to articulate their needs and the ways to meet them by their own
efforts and where genuinely desirable and practicable enable them to receive fechmical, financial
and material assistance, particalarly where economic benefits will result;

by Associate the people in rural areas with the preparation and implementation of distrct
development plans as an integral parts of National Development and by their active participation
s understanding of problems to contribute more fully to the future progress of Fiji;

¢} Provide a framework for all the people living in the same locality to work together for practical ends, in
the absence of o comprehensive rural local government, for the cooperation of different communities; and

d) Coordinate the work of all agencigs in the rural areas to achieve the above aims.

Rural Development regions in Fiji were dissented into 18 districts with development committees
represented by the people. Participation of people was reflected in the book plans to provide focus in
the regions for the awareness of all,

Rural Development Programmes were classified a8 teo types:

I Those considered as big in size and becaoss of its techmcal complexity must fit with the national
strategy and be controlled, financed and executed by central government.

II. Those involving the people in planning and execution with government assisting communities to
complete its project.

Since its establishment, Rural Development hos undergone many changes to 115 name and stnicture.

Today, known as the Ministry of Rural and Maritime Development and Disagter Management with the

role of coordination and implementation of rural development programs and auxiliary role of

administration of rules and regulation on behalf of government, its scope is massive, ifs coverage wide

— 4 Divisions traversing land and seq, catering for 40 per cent of Fijis population.

The decision making mechanism for maral development is as endorsed in the Integrated Rural
Development Framework, 2009, The Divisional Commissioner is empowersd to toke the leadership
role in the Divisions overseeing roral development program executions. Project proposals are tabled at
Provincial and Divisional Development Boards before submission to the National Steering Committes
fior final endorsement and budget approval for the coming year. Development Board members inchude
focal representations and deliberate on the submission of projects tubled.

Though the Integrated Rural Development Framework has endorsed hopes to enhance cooperation in
rural development at Divisional level, effective planming and implementation depend largely on team
work and willing cooperation and goodwill of all concerned. The Commissioner is responsible for the
coordination of development planning however; this role has been constrained by sectoral approach
and sectoral budgeting and resourcing.

Poverty in Fiji is driven by multiple fuctors. Poverty varies considerably by household and individoal
characteristics which raises a number of social policy issues. OF these characteristics, old age, number
of children, education and employment of household-heads has particutarly strong links to poverty.

Poverty reduction is the most difficult challenge facing Fiji and its people and the greatest obstacle to
the pursuit of sustainable socioeconomic growth. Beducing policy has been a core policy objective of
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successive Crovernment for years. In the mid-1980s, Fiji's economic policies were based on
import-substifution aiming af maximising economic growth through boosting consumption. With the
infloence of the International Monetary Fund, Fiji further amended these policies hased on trade
liberalisation which aimed at export—led growth, The above national policy includes welfare policies
which are centred on teo broad issucs:

+  Reducing income inequality and poverty, and

*  Achieving universal primary education.

Fiji povermment's commitment (o achieve the above nanonal policy was further strengthened when Fijl
signed the Millennium Declaration in 2000. One of the cight MDG goals under the Millennium
Declaration was the Eradication of Extreme Poverly and Hunger, Whilst there is no general or afficial
definition of poverty, Fiji kas been assessed on poverty with many definitions depending on who
comducted the survey, The definition of poverty a2 currently adopted by the Buread of Statistics for Fijd
iz defined by the percentage of population living below the Basic Needs Poverty Line (BNPL) which
has only two components namely the Food Poverty Line and the Non-Food poverty Line,

Under the Fiji's charter called the People's Charter for Change and Peace Progress (PCCFP) it was
maondated that Pillar 8 of the PCCPP 18 o reduce poverty to a pegligible level by 20105, This rellects
well with the MDG goal Mo.] which is to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger, Mow with the current
Roadmap for Democracy Sustainability and Socio-Economic development (RDSSEDY, the goal is B o
reduce the proporion of population below the basic needs poverty line from 353% to less than 15% by
2020, RDSSED document is a six vears' Strategic Framework, and acts as Fijn's moadmap for
Democracy and Sustainzble Socio-economic development fromm 2008 - 2004,

This framework aims to achieve three broad objectives:

*  (ood Governance;

*  Economic Development; and

*  Social-culral Development.

The mun social assistance programme of the Government of Fiji s the Fomily Assistance Program
(FAP). Oversll, low-income houschold targeting accuracy of the FAP is very good. In 2009, 70% of
the recipients were in the 1% and 2* quintiles of per capita consumption distribution. However, even
among the people in the 1% (poorest) quintile the coverage of the FAP is limited. A key findings of this
disgnostic 15 that because of low coverage (and larpe under-coverage of the poorest), lmited
per-capita generosity, and design features where the FAP does not take into account the houschold
size ity effect on alleviating poverty 15 small. Fiji's Family Assistance Scheme provides a Pacific
ecxample of poverty alleviation, A safety net for those in serious need, it currently congisis of a
monthly allowance of FI§ 60-100, Fiji also offers and delivers disability bepefiis and grants
specifically targeting children.

ICT has been identified as one of the ools among other approaches o reduce poverly and assist
the marginalised =ectors of the socicty. As agriculture is the mainstay of Fiji's cconomy providing
28% of the total employment in the formal sector, and directly and indirectly employs 65% of the
total population it has been a major stronghold of Fiji's cconomy. Agriculiore therefore poses a
greal polential for employment generation and contribution towards Fiji economy. It 15 expected
and prowven that the congistent and sostainability of cconomic growth in any given couniry
addresses the issue of poverty ol an acceptable level. From research review, the use of ICT within
the agricolture sector has strongly revealed that ICT can be the most effective tool to enhance
performance in the agriculiure sector thus contributing o the nation’s economy, which ulimately
coniribotes to the alleviation of poverty.

Fiji has acknowledged the capability of ICT in the agricultural sector as o means of addressing poverty
even though this is yet to be proven on the ground. But with the best practices leamed from friends far
and near, this has puaranieed that this ITC endeavour would address the performance gap of the
agricultural indusiry hence positively contributing to Fiji's cconomy, thus alleviating poverty in Fiji,
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India

India's developmental efforts rght from the first Five Year Plan since 1950s based on Growth with
Social Justice and Equity. Inclusive growth is the main strategy in mral development has been the
prime focus of all the plans of India in improving the quality of life of the rural people for almost
68.84% of oor populetion. The allocation of funds for the rural development programmes has soen
quaniom jomp through successive Five Year Plans with the outlays going up from B 256 billion in Sth
Plan 1o about Rs. 4039 billion in 12* Five Year Plan.

The rural development plan in India consisis of providing an adeguate level of food security and other
ezsentials such as educabion, health and sanitation, employment, skilling, soctal safety net, drinking
water, €fc. The ohjective is toexpand economic and social opportunities for all individuals and groups,
reduction in disparities and greater participation by people in decision making process. With a planned
approach to rural development, India has been able o minimise the percentage of rural people living
below poverty line from 37_3% in the year 1993-94 to about 21 92% at present. The Government is
committed to schieve Millennium Developmeint Goals (MDGs) of poverty alleviation and roral
development well before the target year of 2015 is expected that by the end of the 12* Five Year Plan,
the poverty ratio will be reduced substantially,

There are Indian experiences in the critical areas of poverty alleviation, employment generation, and
infrazstructure development, strengthening of rural livelihoods, skilling and provision for social
security. Government continues to explone new ways and means to reach out to the rorl poor and the
deprived, particularly in the most backward and remote areas of our country,

The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), passed by the Indian
Parliament in 2005, is & land mark initiative conferring a legal right for 100 days of employment in a year
to every mural houschold demanding work. The flagship programme supplements employment
opporinmities in rural areas, strengthens grass rool process of democracy and transparency and
accountability in governance. During this year, up to August, 2013; 26.6 million houscholds were
provided emplovment and about 10,19 million works were taken up. The assets created resull in sustained
employment for foture growth and self-safficiency. The wage dishursement under the programme is done
through & wide network of banking instimtions and post offices (o engure ransparency.

Providing housing facility to the rural poor also forms an important part of our national effort towards
enhancement of the quality of life in rural areas, The strafegy af present i3 o provide the minimum required
subsidy and facilitate sccess to institlutional finance at affordoble cost. Indirs Awas Yojana is a flagship
programme i provide shelier o rural families lving below poverty Hne. The selection of beneficiaries is
done by the respective village Gram Sabhe (Village Assembly). Sanitary latmine and smokeless ovens
(kitchens) are an integral part of the hovse design, Cost effective and dizaster resistant fechnologies are also
being promoted through innovative housing and rural, boilding centres. Since launching of the scheme Gl
August, 2013; 31.2 million howuses were constructed in rural India by the people Hving below poverty line,
Far the people living below poverty line, there is 8 dediceted scheme to promote self-employment in
rural areas o provide them sustainable income and skilling. The scheme known as Swaranjayant
Gram Swarozgar Yojana has been restructured os National Fural Livelihoods Mission {NELM) and
has been launched in Jupe 2011, NRELM renamed as 'Asjeevika’ enzbles shift from the present
allocation based strategy to a demand driven strategy. enabling the states to formulate their own
livelihoods-based poverty reduction action plans; focus on targeis, outcomes and time bound delivery;
continoous capacity building, imparting requisite skills and cresting linkages with livelihoods
opporienities for the poor; and monitoring against targeis of poverty ouicomes. In the field of skilling
of rural youth, we bave embarked on an ambitious plan of ptilising our population dividend by skilling
5 million rural youth during the 12* Five Year Plan Period, from 2012-2017. In the present financial
year alone we would be imparting skillstraiming to 800,000 persons.

Eand is crtically important netional resource, the efficient management of which is vital for economic
growth and development of mural areas. To meet the imperative need of responding effectively to the
challenges of managing scarce land resources, Ministry attaches wimost importance for development
of rainfed/degraded/wastelands by incressing C‘their productivity following the principles of
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community empowerment’, Fund allocation for watershed programmes has increased 8 times during
the last decade. In the area of land reforms, more than .44 million tenants have besn conferred or
confirmed of their ownership righis, More than 5.09 million acres of surplus land have been
distributed to aboast 5.72 million beneficiaries.

Further, to address various issues related to land acquisition and resefilement and to ensure the right o
fair compensation and transparency, The Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Bill, 2013
has been passed by the Parliament, This will integrate rehabilitation and resetflement process with land
acquisition, ensure (ransparent and participative processes, minimum displacement, minimum
acquisition with sdequate compensation, scientific calculation of market value of the land being
acquired and misose of urpency cloose has been prevenied in acquisition.

While the specially designed programmes focus on overall development of rural areas and alleviation
of poverty, the Ministry of Rural Development also has welfare progrommes aimed at providing social
gecurity net. The programme covers valnerable sections of the society including old age persomns,
widows and disabled. This programme is known as National Social Assistance Programme (NSAF)
and provides subsistence to the targeted beneficiaries by a minimom monthly pension and one time
lump-sum payment o such familics who have lost their bread winners. The programme has presently
a coverage of 30 million people.

An effective governance system has (o ensure people's participation at varous stages of formulation
and implementation of the public policies and programmes, transparency in the operation of the
schemes und adequate monitoring, Sustainable mral development should sddress vanious factors, such
as enhancement of the livelihoods of the rural poor, increase in their productive capacity, generation of
durable community asscts, assimilation of mew technologies in production and marketing, access to
sub-national, national and global markets for the rural producers, creation of sensitivity fowards
sustainable harvesting of notural resources gs well as canalising of consumer preference towards items
produced by the rural producers and o on. Evidently, this requires nod oaly individual efforts, but also
close cooperation between and among countries on issues which are of common interest to all

Indonesia

The problem of rural development and poverty alleviation in Indonesia has been the prime concern of
the government since approximaiely 60% of the present population of 240 million live in the rural
arcas and most of them have a low standard of living. The emerpence of poverty in the rural areas is
mainly caused by the limited access o quality job, Iack of linkage among agricoltural sector
(primary), mdustrial sector {processing) and supporting services; lack of mural infrastructures and
facilities; low quality of rural homan resources; and lack of capability of community-based institutions
and organisations to facilitate rural commuonities in development activities.

Moreover, Indonesia has been implementing its development programmes, incloding rural and poverty
alleviation programmes over the years based on the paradigm of top-down, rickle down effect,
centralistic, and uniform approaches without faking into account the diversified socio-culiural
phenomena across the country which creates some social problems and were contrary o the oniginal
process of democratiration and empowerment of the local people. The government has been aware
of it and since 1998 has been in the process of changing and reforming in political environment and
democratisation including in development approaches in panicalar by setting up a new mechanism o
rural development and poverty alleviation based on repional approaches. According to the new
mechanism and approaches the role of local government in rural development and poverty eradication
15 very imporiant. The government has provided a grester autonomy to the local povernments o plan,
implement, and manage rural development and poverty alleviation, and the central government just
provided facilitation and direction.

The high nomber of poor people in Indonesia has prompied the government to make rural
development and poverty alleviation the top priorities in its national mid-term development plan for
2000 - 2014, It was estimated that at the end of 2014, the number of the poor people will be 8% to
10%: according to the national mid-term development plan. In order to address the rural development
and poverty alleviation the government has formulated and determined the following policy
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directions: (1) creating  the guality employment opportunitiss in the rural areas; (2) promoting
agricultural products marketing and other roral products for sustainability of supplies; (3) promoting
access of the community particularly women (o productive resources for business development.; (4)
empowering rural communities through improving their qoality, and strengthening institution and
socidl capital of the rural community; (5) enhancing the welfare of nira] communsty through fulfilling
their basic rights in edocation and health services; and (6) promoting environmentally sound
agricultural and pop-pgrculiural activities according to sustainable development principles.

In addition, the government has established the following main programmes and activities, following
the above policy directions, such as;

I. Rural Community Empowerment Programme, and coordinating the role of stakeholders in mural
development,

2, Local Econpmic Development Programme,

3. Rural Infrastructures Development Programme,

4. Rural Human Resources Development Programme Natural Resources Protection and Conservation Programme,

5. Mational Programme for Community Empowerment (Rural PRPR)

Lao PDR

The Lao Delegate conveyed the Government’s support o the Dhaka Declaration on Bural Development
in 2010 which aligns well with the UN Millennium (oals, the other UN and the International
Declarations and Conventions on Food Security, Environmental Conservation, Pro-poor Policy Support,
real Interventions to reducing hunger and poverty. The delegate expressed the Govemments' desire to
continue in supporting CIRDAP o its challenging mandate and overcoming the growing challenges to
eradicate hunger, poverty while addressing at the same fime the increasing threats cansed by climate
change. He also mentioned that CIRDAP would provide continued support to the member countries
and especially to Lao PDR in its efforts to sustain and achieve long-term food security, and sustainable
use of its rch natural resources which will oot only benefit Laos, but also the Bemion as well, since all
are imer-connected in the pursuit to realising common goals set in the Millennivm Development Cioals,
and o collectively addressing the negative impacts of climute changre,

Lao FDR is an agrarian country. About 75% of the population is engaged in agriculture of which 60%
enguged in subsstence manner. Bural poverty 15 a chronic and rampant problem. From tme {o time
the government has paid great effort to fight against poverty. As & result, rural development and
poverty eradication commmittes was established under the Pome Mimister Office. The committes has
the mandate to supervise, coach and coordinate with other sectors to materialise and achieve the
ultimate poal of the government in achieving MIDG] by the year 2005 and gradually lifting the
country from the least developed country by the year 2020, Many projects with the government
budgets and international donors are implementing from time to time and the poverty reduction mate
decreases significantly within a decade from 20¢%% in 200K 1o presently 10%.

Rural development and poverty ersdication is considered as ground battle Mel, in the pation agenda
that needs active participation from all stakeholders, particularly rural people. Without active
participation of these people success is not be possible, The povernment provides the clear policy and
strategic approach to deal with rural development and poverty eradication based on local ownership. In
order to accelerate the movement, recently the povernment has adopied a new approsch as referred in
the Lao word "Sam Sang”™ which simply means three bailds: (i) builds the province as a strategic Unit,
(12} builds the district as a stronger logistic Uit and (5} builds the village as implementing Unit. This
approach is under piloting in 51 districts and 108 villages nationwide.

In accelerating the process of getting rid of the poverty in rural areas, the povernment encourages the
agricultural sector to raise its productivity particularly promoting commercial production. Without
raising productivity of agriculivre production, the country would not have been able to sustain a rapid
transition out of poverty. In addition, geming farmers into groups and developing agricultural markets
and market aceess is a strategic policy to improve in rural econommy,
——




Within this strategic framework, the Lao Government conlinues lo support farmers through easy
access o agriculiural inputs, disseminstion of new farming and post-harvest lechnologies through the
extension system, and substuntial investments in irrigation. These efforts are further supported by the
programmes 0 address the challenge of climate change, conserving and wisely using Lao's diverse
measures will make the Lao agriculiure sector more productive o ensure the availability of safficient
guantitics of food to meet the nutritional needs of our people.

The delegate expressed his gratitude for (he continued strong support provided by the CIRDAP
Member Countries, CIRDAP and all development partners, as a result of which the Lao Agriculture
Sector has reconded a steady growth and since the vear 2000 the country has achieved self-sufficiency
in rice producton.

He also expressed his hope that the outcomes of this Conference will further strengthen CIRDAP 1o
effectively carry out its mandate and core functions towards achieving in contributing to the Strategic
Ohjectives of the eradication of poverty, food insecurity and malooirition of the member countres, In
this regard, he conveyed the full support of the Government of Lao PDR to the Programme: of ‘Wirk
and Budget 2014-2015 progased by the Director Genetal,

Malaysia

Since 1957, rural development has been considered an important component of pational development,
Many strategies have been introduced to promote the well-being of roral communities moging from
the development of the agriculiure sector, rural modernisation, reseftlement schemes, and the
provision of public faciliies and infrastructure for buman and community development.

Althoagh corrently, the overall percentage of the roral population in Malaysia has shown a decrease
from 71.6% in 1970 to 27% cumently, the Malaysian rural population has increased from a figure of
74 million in 1970, to 8 million in 2013, Though small in percéniage, these B million people still
represent a significant proportion of the Malaysian population, and they are essentially, the Ministry of
Rural and Begional Development™s main focus, In view of serving the rural population, the country's
highest priority has been to address three interconnected objectives. First, is the eradication of poverty
and improvements of quality of life, secondly narowing the social and economic disparity between
urban and rural communitics, while the third goal is focused on cconomic expansion through ensbling
greater access 0 miarkels, There s evidence to show that by sddressing these objectives, improved
economic wellbeing and increased income flows to the rural areas may be expected.

In Malaysia, a8 in many rural areas, the economic activities of the rural popolation is agriculiural and
commodity based, which is very much linked to the global prices of goods. However, the impact of it
miay be minimised by empowering the people, especially the youths, who are viewed as the agenis of
change. to bring in new possibilitics to rural ancas.

Malaysia, af present iz streambining programmes o focos on almost 3 million rural youths - those who are
the future of rural Malaysia. The nural youths are now the mainstay for several of economic empowerment

initiatives under the Rural Transformation Program (BTP) = a holistic effort in transforming the rural aneas
in order to expedite physical and economic development, yet maintaining the rural identity.

Under BTF, it has embarked wpon the 21% Cenury Village Programme, which focuses on economic
empowerment throngh cooperatives for the local community based on the particular strength of the
area, Assistance 18 given o selected villages for economic projects which have been planned by the
villagers themsehves, with the facilitstion and help of officers on the ground. Some villages propose
handicraft making, some want 0 do agricolure based activities while others prefer offering the
homestay experience. All of these proposals come from the ground up, while they are assisted in terms
of grants in kind and advisory services. The fact thar most of the movers of these cooperative are the
village youths themselves cannot be ignored.

RTC, which is the main wehicle for BTP, is an effort to creafe an integrated services centre in the roral
arca, which provides the facilities for all manners of economic and social services - from agriculture,
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food processing, monetary funding, health services and skills and training programmes — in order to
upgrade the standard of living of the reral people. Malayeia now has 4 RTCs throughout Malaysia -
with more in the pipeline, which is linked to 213 Mini RTCs in each district nationwide, to
disseminate those services o the villages in their vicinily. The youths in pariicular are focesed upon
under the BTC initiative, where the Malaysia youth volunteer movement, 1M4L, and undergraduates
from local universities, o be Rural Ambassadors are roped in, These Rural Ambassadors engoge with
the rural communities, particularly the rural youths, by doing motivational programmes and volunteer
works, (o spur on youthful enthusiasm towards creating a better guality of life for these vouths and
their familics. With this effort, it is hoped that the rural youths are inclined to enhance their capacity —
be it furthering their studies, eniering the job market, upgrading skills or doing entreprencurial elfors
— and ultimately have a better future.

Rural Business Challenge is another youth based approach, where Malaysia conducts a business model
competition among vouth entreprencurs to encourage better planming and execution of entreprencurial efforts,

Myanmar

Rural development plans and strategics in Myanmar are developed and implemented to achicve equitable and
balanced devalopment in reducing socio-cconomic development gap, belween different regions, 1t has also
becn recognised thet roral development depends on edocation, health as well as other infrastructure
development. The Government of Myanmar s constantly engaged in the rural devedopment with the task of
ensuring smooth and better traneportation in rural areas, supplying sufficient water for drinking and
agriculture purposes, improving the education standard of rural population upgrading of health standard and
developing the socio-economic stafus of the 70 per cent of the total population who resides in rural areas and
majorily of them depends on agriculiure and other agriculure related activities Tor their livelihond,
Agriculture Sector in Myanmar provides 32.9% of GDP and 13.7% of total export/ earning, which also
provides 61.2% of employment opportunity of the nation,

During the past two and half years, the Government, has undertaken four stages of reforms, political reform
and inclusiveness i first stage and economic refonm and uphft the living standands of the Myanmar people as
a socond stage. The third stape is public administrative refiorm to foster good governance, chean government,
transparency and accountabality and the forh & priviste sector development,

In order fo fulfill the socond stage reform, rural development and poverty alleviation is to be done as
priottised by Honourable President Mr, Thein Sein to rediece poverty indicator from cumenl 265% o 16% by
2015. National Committee on Rural Development and Poverty Alleviation hes  recently been formed to
aasist betler performance of rural development activities emphasising eight specific sector wise development,

Myanmar has been prioritising o fulfill basic and secipeconomic needs of the people, by providing electricity
supply, adequate drinking irmgation waler and small and medium enterprises and industrial development for
creating more job opporiunitics in the upcoming 30 months” plan of activities. A national level workshop on
Rural Development has been successfully completed in 2012 and the major outcome of the workshop
highlighted the way forward to implement the activities.

The Ministry of Agriculture and Trigation has been engaged in almost all areas such s, quality seed
prodoction, good agriculiure practice, establishing of model farms with Good Agriculiure Practices (GAF),
on-poing tesearch and development on GAP, farm mechanisation, imgation, loan disbursement and
encouraging for one village one product practice, private investment in agro industries, market socess and
safepuarding the farmers. As & result of these measunes, the people of the rural areas Wday enjoy Favorabie
conditions than any fime in recent history with greater income, higher employment figures, higher standard of
fiving and betler quality of life, Funbhermore, development of rural power and safe water supply plavs crucinl
rode in socio cconomic development of rural people. 5o far, about 17000 villages of over 64000 villages have
been supplied with electrcity through linkage of power kine with pationgl prid, diessl peneralors, and
small-scale hydropower, big-fuel generator and solar system in regions and staies.

Cme of the major fasks is o improve the basic infrastructure of road and communication networks, The
construction of rural roads in the whole country was almost three tmes increased from 12,995 miles in 1996

b 34 468 miles in 2009, The improvements of rural bridges construction were reached altopether 10,272 in
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2008 which would facilitae transport and rural trading between the different regions in Myanmar, Al present,
telecommunication nebworks have been established in many regions of Myanmar,

In oeder o escalate the socioeconomic development measures for roral populace and o assist the task of
Matiomal Rural Development and Poverty Reduction Program, the Ministry of Livestock, Fisheries and
Rural Development was recognised on 10 August 2013, The Ministry has sef up 3 immediale priority
arcas. These are provision of safe drinking water at all the villages across the country, undertaking
rural electrification and implementing and assisting food security measure,

Myanmar is folly confident that, CIRDAP Member Conntries should be able to explore the ways and
means o achieve the commaon poal- alleviation of rural poverty in the Asia-Pacific region,

Pakistan

Pakistan is one of the most populous countries in the world consisting of 184,35 million people which
is growing at an aversge rate of 2,00 per cent presently. Rural areas in Pakistan have been playing an
important role in the overall development of the country thal sccommodates 62% of the population
and shares 42 million labour force in the laboor market in the country. The unemployment rate in rural
areas 15 estimated o be 4.68% that accounts for almost 2 million un-employed laboor force. The per
capita income has grown at an average rate of about 3.4 per cent and in terms of dollars rose from US3
1254 tn 2010-11 to USS 1368 in 2012-13. The economy grew at the rate of 3.6 per cent during the
year 2012-13 which is much below its potential, but scems reasonable Keeping in view the issues and
challenges the country confromied since 2001 marked by the continming and imtensified security
challenges coupled by adverse shocks of rize in commodity and oil prices at international level and the
onprecedented calamity of the great Aoods, The povernment is making policies under adverse
siteation to stabilise and transform the economy. As soon as the law and order siloation improves the

country will revert to i1z potential prowth trajectory.

The present government of Pakistan considers the rural areas as the mainstay of national economy and
i& paying greal atention 1o the development of rural areas, In the past a number of rural development
programmes were launched by successive governments mainly focusing on improving socigl and
phyvzical infrastreciure, mobilising local resources and motivating the people for productive efforis, by
underiaking projects for the provision of basic amenities, and improving the employment
opporunities i, in roral aneas,

Pzkistan's social indicators have been improving for the last few years, like adult literacy 58%, (urban
areas T5% and rural arens 49% while male Hteracy is 70% and female 47%), life expectancy 66.5 for
female and 646 for mals, nutrtion 92% of daily requirement, access to chean waler %2% in urban and
BE% in rural areas while the coverage of sanitation in ruml areas is 38% and 979% in urban areas, The
health statistics are also gradually improving due to expansion in the vast network of health caring
facilities, Mortality rafe is declining and the infant morality reconded 67.5 per thousand live births in
2013 while the maternal mortality rate is 276 per hundred thousand in 2013, Almost 9% Pakistani
women are well informed about the family planning methods, however, the contraceplive prevalence
rate ({CPR} is not high which is 30% in 2012-13, The total fertility rate (TFR) has exhibited a decline
from 3.8 per cent in 2005-06 to 3,4% in 2012,

Being a signatory of MIDs, the government is fully aware of its commitments related to the health
sector such as reducing Child Mortality, focusing Maternal Health and combating HIVIATIDs, TH,
Malaria and other diseases. The Mational Health Policy of Pakistan 20609 in conformity with its
commitment seeks (o improve the health indicators of the country by delivering a et of basic health
services for all. Several programmes are underway to improve health care and coverage. An amount of
Rz, 20,5 billion was provided in Federal PSDP 2002-13 and there is utilization of approx. Rz, 2 bilkon
by the end of March 2013,

The povernment has recognized thal notrition 15 an important poverty determinant, biological
requirement, and a fundamental night of the people. To address and overcome malnuintion problem,
an effective muolt-sectoral approach has been adopied. An integrated Muotrition Policy Guidance Motes
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and Stradegic and Operational Planning for Development of & MNational MNutcton Policy and
formulation of plans for five years have been complesed. The micronotrient deficiencies are being
addressed through food forifcation/supplementiation and awiréness progrimmes remained in
progress mainly through LHW covering more than 60% of population.

The government views education as <entral fo the development stratégy of the economy, The
government is following the policy of "Education for All" and has launched some major programmes
and projects in this regard. Because of the government initiatives, the Net Enrolment Rate (NET) has
imncreased o 57% which includes &% for male and 54% for femake.

The government 15 aware of the latent potentiol of agricoliure sector 1o combat poverly and accelemie
the pace of development. It is the largest source of employment (45%) in the couniry and contributes
almost 22% 1o the GDP as well as provides input for agro-based induostry. For the last few years
agniculture sector has Inst significant growth momentom due to natural calamities. The government
has, initisted a number of programmes with focus on agriculiure mechanisation, credit availability and
improving the existing irigation system, The previoos government had also launched Benazir Tractor
Scheme (o deliver 20,000 fractoes {0 the farmers all over the country af subsidized rate of Bs. 200,000/
per beneficiary! tractor,

In the rural areas, Hvestock is considered as a more secure source of income for the small farmer's and
lamddless poor, It has become important scarce of employment generation and is the best hope for
poverty alleviation and food secunty in the mural areas. It contribwied almost 55% 1o the agricaliural
value added and 12% to the pational GDP during 2012-13. The government also encourages the
public-private parinership led development by providing enabling environment,

The government allows all the parliamentanians o identify development projects in their particular
copstituencies for which fund are allocaled to each parliamentarion, This program covers
implementation of schemes like roads, electricity, gas, telephones, schools, health facilitics, water
supply and sanilation etc. Reducing poverty has always been the declared goal of all development
plans in Pakistan, However the country has made significant progress in human development and
poveny reduction over the past few years but there is a general consensus that poverly in Pakistan his
increased since 1990s, The Government of Pakistan has taken various initiatives in order to combat
poverty which included Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund, Micro Finance for promotion of Small and
Medium Enterprises, Benazir Income  Sepport Programme (BISF), development through
parhamentaran, and Pakistan Baiiol Mall.

Pakistan's commitment to reducing poverty in the medivm term was first reflected in Poverty
Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP) Gnalised in December 2003 for a period up to 2007-08 while iis
second phase PRSP-TI is under implementation. The overall vision of PRSP-IT is to steer Pakistan's
economic growlh back to the range of 5-7 per cent a year by stimulating growth in the production
secior, croating adequate employment opportunitics; improving income distribution; and hamessing
the country's economic compeltiivensss through economic hiberalisation, deregulation and rmnsparent
privatisation, The Gowernment prioritized 17 pro-poor sectors through the Medium Term Expenditure
Framework (MTEF) in the PRSP-11. The MTEF provides a link between policy priorities and budget
realitics. Expenditures incorred in these sectors are in line with the "Fiscal Responsibility and Debit
Limifation Act, 2005" which stipulaies that expenditures on social and poverty related spending would
not be dess than 4.5 per cent of GDP in any given year and that budgetary allocations for health and
education would double as a percentage of GDP over the next 10 vears ending in 2012-13,

The government also believes in participatory approach for development at grass root level. In this
regard the invelvement of Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO s being encouraged (o enhance
confidence in the people, promole community participation in decision making and implementation of
development activities, NGOs especially al grass rool level are viewed as an essential ool for
accelerating development, despite the fact that Pakistan adapted (o the modem concept of NGO rather
Late. In order to budld up a creative relatonship between the local councils and NGOs, effors ane being
made o provide durable linkages so that the development process can be predictably synchronised.
Aghi Khan Rural Suppori Programme (AKRSFE), and National Rural Suppont Programme (NRESF) are
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mentiopable experiments and are quite well known the world over, However, being area specific and
community specific they have limitations and cannot be replicated without providing formal linkages
within the democratic system of the country,

The introduction of Local Government System led to the development of various infrastractures at the
grazs ool level which improved the living standard. The provision of electricity, gas, elevision
network and mobile phone communication has largely bridged the gap between the moral and urban
Pakistan, Atending to the internally displaced persons from lerror zones, and arexs of eanth quake of
2005 and unprecedented floods of 2000 and 2011 that cansed huge damage o life and property particularly
agriculiure, was a gigantic effort, Bffective measures faken by Government greatly helped the population in nral
areas bo recodl and stand on their feet.

The newly elected Government headed by Prime Minister Mian Muhammad Nawaz Shardf announced that
the (rovernment is committed to the apliftment of yooths. He said that a self-reliant and prosperous youth
will prove as a vanguand in the natons's joumey iowands national integrity, prosperity and sovereigniy. The
Prime Minister revealed that the programme for the country's youth comprising six schemes will be aiming
it providing them assistance mainly through affordable education, soft loans and skill-based raining. The
six programmes are {1} Micro Interest Free Loans Scheme (6] Small Business Loans Scheme (i) Youth
Training Scherme (iv) Youth Skill Development Scheme (v) Free Assistance Scheme (v} PM's Scheme for
Laptops provision. Pakistan looks forward for the continued guidance and cooperation from CIEDAP and
its member countries for underaking Rural Development and Poverty Alleviation inftiatives.

The Philippines

The Philippines manifiests its suppor to the envisioned global parinerships in development through the
Fhilippine Development Plan 2011-2016 which explains and directs mascroeconomic policy,
competitive industry and service sectors, competitive and sustainable agriculture and fisheries sector,
sccelerating infrastructore development, dynamic and resilient financial system, pood governance and
the rule of law, social development, peace and security, conservation, protection and rehabilitation of
the environment and natural resources towards sustainable development.

The Philippines Delegate presented what the country has achieved in the secior and what confinnes
challenging it. The Department of Agrarian Reform took part in the implementation of the
bureaucracy-wide rationalisation which is envisioped o improve povemance across the country,
Amidst the process, the Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) continues to carry on with its mission,
“Tir lead in the implementation of agrarian reform and sostainable mral development in the country
through land teoore improvement, the provision of integrated development services to landless
farmers, farm-workers, small landowners, and land owoer<oltivators, and the delivery of agradan
justice, as key to long lasting peace and development on the countryside.”

The DAR i challenged o complete the acomzition and distribtion component of ithe Comprehensive
Agrarian Reform Program by 2016 with a net balance of about 694,181 hectares to an estimate of
408,347 beneficiaries. The Philippine Governmment has a proposed budget of Php 21.3 Billion for 2014,
Moreover, to reiterate, as part of the government’s commitment to bring progress and effectiveness, “the
agriculiure bureaucracy s in the process of rationalization through efficient and effective convergence
and complementation of the agricolture, agrarian reform and natural resources [AARNR] service
sgencies and related offices by taking measures (o sorf out instifutional ovedaps" PDP 201 1-2016,

Sri Lanka

5l Lanki s an essentially rural and agriculmral country, Agricolwral and rural development policies,
programmes and projects are crucial to the sconomic growth and development of the economy. An
agricoliore sector 15 confriboting o regionally equitable economic growth, rural livelibood
improvement, snd food seconty through efficient production of commodities for consumption for
pgro-based induostries and for exporting competitively to the world market. As in most of the
developing countries, agriculture and rursl development is dominating the Sri Lanka economy. About
78 per cent of 50 Lanka's population lives in its rural areas.
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Eecenily, Sri Lanka 18 af an enfrance point of economic growth and development in the result of three
decades of war and conflict. The key motio of the current policy document is *Winning the economic
war'" making it the "Wonder of Asia” that has been commonly vsed 1o describe the economic priority
in ground of agriculture and rural development in the recent years. The current economic development
sirategy of 56 Lanka iz the “Mazhinda Chintana™ that expresses the vision to achieve growth rates of
above § per cent per annum and thersby aim at doubling the curmment per capita income to reach around
LSS 4000 by year 2016, The document also predicts that Sri Lanka will aim at achieving USS 18 billion
exporis by 20016, With the aim of the “winning the economic war™ and the achieving “Wonder of Asia™
the povernment of 56 Lanka has designing, planning, impleméenting, moniforing and evaluating the
brilliant agricultural and roral development policies, programmes and projects for well being of rural
communities, These strategies and policies are basically founded on the vision of the President of the St
Lanka, that "“first yoo have to build the individual, then the family, then the village and then the coanfry o
win the world", Future sirategies of the roral development in the country are planned as follow,

* Developing infrastroctore facilities that make a direct impact on rural and wrban livelihood
development

* Sustainable infrastructure development that is essential for income generation of people, economic
development and basic human needs,

»  Directing the rural masses empowered by livelihood development programmes to the national development

s  Creating a healthy and coliured society free of drogs, Hguor and smoking and rich in values,

* Providing a shelter for homeless. low income people

= Offering services o all 36 Lankans by opening Samurdhi Banks throughout the island and

contributing to the national development. {Ministry of Economic Development- Samurdhi Authority)
Using the past wealth of experiences on agriculiural and rural development policies and sirategies, the
government of S Lanka has intfroduced new set of rural development policies and programmes under
the framework of the économic liberalisation, Most of these policies and programmes are suppont on
the following key major development themes:

s [Infrastructure development in rural sector

*= Livelihood development in the rural commuonities

= Health, housing and education development in rural sector
s Raise of Production and farmers incomes in rural region
*  Environmental protection and development in rural area

As @ result, these rural development programomes and projects successfully addressed the issues in
thousands of villages in mine Provinces and is ready to further expand, The country has recorded a
GDP growth rate of 6% to 8.2 % for the last three years despite the giobal economic recession. GDP
factors indicate a noticeable shift of economic activities away from the urban centers, reflected in a
significant drop in rural poverty. The significant socio-economic development and progress promoted
the counfry from Less Developed Coontry (LIDC) 1o Middle Income Country (MIC) status within a
few years despite the devastating domestic terrorism it faced for decades. Many socio-economic
achievements qualified Sri Lanka to be upgraded o middle income stamas by the International
Monetary Fund in Janvary 2010, The government has also successfully launched the massive task of
rebuilding the livelihoods of the people in the former conflict affected areas and those areas have
expericnced rapid development, particularly in agriculture, fisheries and tourism. S0 Lanka's tourist
infake doubled between 2009 and 2011, Uneven economic growth in the past has left many provinces
fexcept the Western Province) lagging behind in last few years. High growth rate is only in the
Western provinee and it accounts for 453% contribution to GDP and this reflects uneven distribution of
employment and income.

Considering that Sri Lanka iz still at lower middle-income status that has specific economic, social and
enovironmental challenges to advance further, Promoting development in rural areas is o skow and
complex process, It requires simulianeous action in varioos seciors, in an environment undergoing
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rapid, sometimes volatike change. The change comes from internal as well as external processes such
as privatisation, liberalisation and globalisation, by forces appearing scattered and different levels,
Therefore, the national and international efforts required to address these less clear issues. There ane
key national level isspes and pricrity areas for rural development in Sri Lanka, such as;

+  Bome weaknesses in strategy and policy

*  Puoblic sector regulatory interventions in commodiry and input factor markets,
*  ‘VWeak delivery of services in rural arcas

*  Fostering agriculiural and rural pon-farm growth and competitiveness

*  Strengthening water and irrigation resources mansgement

*  Promoting more equitable access 1o assets

*  Creating the enabling environment for rural non-furm growth

= Strengthening institutions for the poor and rural Hvelihood

+*  Empowerment and moral bivelibood

The present tremds of challenges and opportunities are nof getting clearer in terms of economic, social and
political arenas. However, there are few major challenges. Globalisation is o major source of changes in
rural development, It is a complex process, consisting of global penetration of finance and markets,
information and media, techpolopy and culture, transport and tourism, and even come. The intermationally
agreed sustainahle consumption and prodection targets could create more challenges for Sri Lanka,

Climate change is another challenge for rural development. Unexpected weather patterns that trigger
droughts and Aoods could cause damage (o food and energy prodection capabilities. It affects the roral
poor more, because they reside in geopraphically and environmentally margimal environments with
poor infrastructure such as roads. Shifis in temperature as well as extreme and erratic weather with
floods and droughts affect more drastically their bivelihoods, including crop production. Other
challenges on rural societies and liveliboods include the effects of non epidemic diseases such as
kidney diseases, diabetics ete. and HIVY/AIDS, increasing internal conflicts, emerging knowledge of
economy with bic-patenting of endogenons and indigenous knowledge, decreasing hiodiversity, withdrawal
of state, out-migration and aging of rural socicties. Emerging animal epidemics, such as the present bird fln
alzo need 1o be seen as a threat to roral ivelihoods rather than just a threst o orban people.

In addition to the role of ICT is a major opportumity to rural livelihoods and poverty reduction. It can
play a major role in enhancing the activities of the rural poor and increasing their productivity, It can
facilitate access to services and to market information or lower transection costs of poor fammers and
traders. ICT can also play a major pole in helping to monitor food security related issues (such as
weather, droughts, crop fatlures, pests), and to inform governments on impending food scarcities and
famines. Opportanities for roral organisations come also from imcreasing democratisation. With
increasing political decentralisation, the rse of civil society and increasing relevance of participatory
policy processes also come many opportunities 1o influence development directions at local and global
levels; some present trends may also change.

Thailand

Thailand has also sttached great importance on the sustainability of its national development
programmes. The current Eleventh Economic and Social Development Plan which covers 2012-2013
adopted “the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy™ of HM. The King as a policy guiding principle for
the country’s overall development in a sustainable manper.

“Sufficiency Economy" is a philosophy that guides the livelibood and behaviour of people at all levels,
from the family o the community o the country, on matters concerning national development and
administration. It calls for a “middle way” or a “middle path” to be observed, especially in pursuing
economic development in keeping with the world of globalisation. Sufficiency means “moderation™
and “reasonableness”, including “'the need to buld a reasonable immone system against shocks from
the putside or from e inside”,
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The Eleventh Mational Plan aims af building a knowledpeable and virtuoms Thai society and resiliency of
the citizens to meet changes. It also focuses on boilding strong communities to serve as building blocks for
the nation and on enhancing people 10 co-exist happily with the environmens w ensure good quality of life
and to preserve and protect nature for the future gencrations.

Along with the development in the country, Thailand also contributed to the development of the
region, Thailand collsborated with CIRDAP to organise a8 workshop (during 16-20 September) which
aims 1 share best practices with CIRDAP Member Countries through the regional workshop project
entitled, “Sufficiency Philosophy and the New Theory”™. The New Theory is an integrated agriculture
which will emphasize on sufficient consumpion as priorly and the surplos will be sold in the market
for eamning more income. The New Theory is able to ensure farmers sustainable food secority and will
improve the livelihood of farmers.

Agenda-6: Any Other Matters

The GC delegate from Bangladesh declared in the presence of the CMC delegates o increase
contribution of honse rent of CIRDAP staff by the Government of Bangladesh. This was in the
context of introducing the housing allowance for General Staff members and enhancing ceiling of
house rent for professional staff from the year 2014 as proposed in EC-29 Agenda 13.4 (House Rent
for CIRDAP Staff).

The Governing Council (GC-19) highly appreciated the Government of Bengladesh and anthorised
DG, CIRDAP o formulate the males (o pay the howse rent for the siaff,

Apenda-T: Dates and Venue of the Next Meeting
The Chairperson invited suggestions for the next date and venue of the ECAGC meestings,

Fiji in its capacity as Vice Chairperson offered to host the next ECAGC meetings in Fiji in 2015.
Accondingly, the house unanimously accepted the offer. The exact date of the meeting will be finalized
in consoliation with CIRDAP Secretariat,

Agenda 8: Adoption of the RHeport

The Director General, CIRDAFP placed the draft report of the GC-19 for adoption. The Chairperson
imvited comaments and suggestions on the drafi.

The meeting unsnimously adopted Report of the Regular Meeting of CIRDAP Governing Council -19
The meeting ended with a vore of thanks by Chairperson.

IR P presesitad apforecianion awards fo tae Mindry of Rural Development,
Cireernimecid of Trdia, Miniary af Local Government & Rural Developiar &
Cooperanves Governmend of Bangdadesh aad the Manlanal FAO Commiitiog,
Ropal Governmeny af Thalland i che Musigurarion of the GE - 19
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Perception and Vulnerability of People Related to Climate Change £ Focused Areas

Impact of Handicrals Skill Development #  Climate Change

Ex-post Evaluation of the Project “Strengthening of Institutional oL v p)
Capabilities and Rural Population for Terriiarial Development” : S Ml E::;:m
in Chittagong ®  Micro Finance
Exposure-curm-Stwdy Visit on Microfinance and Horizonial ®  Collsboration with Donors
Leasning Programine X

Launching Joint Collaboration with Bangladesh Bank for
SME Development in Bangladesh
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Intermational Conference on Managing Hazardous Waste
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Introduction

Reliable information and analysis on multi-dimensional issues, on both the state and the
processes of raml development and poverty, are essential (o explicitly focus on rural poverty and
design effective policies and programmes to overcome the situation.

The research agenda of CIRDAP underwent periodic changes reflecting RD & PA issues of
contemporary importence and changes in the dynamics of rural poverty in general, and RD policy
shifiz and programme throsts in CIRDAP Member Countries (CMCs) in particular, In response o
the changing needs, activities since mud 19%0s were directed towards covering impacts of
struchural adjustment on posverty alleviation, macro econemic policies and poverty alleviation
with special focus on women, micro credit, participation of the poor from grassroots levels, water
supply and sanitation, food security and food price structure in South Asia, impacts of Asian
financial crisis in Southeast Asia, rural employment generation, rural governance, and access to
land., Recently, CTRDAP initiated a policy dialogue to engage the policy makers in deliberations
on emerging policy issues on mral development and poverty alleviation and address them
through regional cooperation among CMCs, The issues have emerged from the regular biennial
rural development report of CIRDAP:

Eeeping in view the needs and aspiration of the CMCs, the Eesearch Division has implemented 2
projects during the year 2013. A brief review of these research projects is provided below:

Perception and Vulnerability of People Related to Climate Change: A Case Study on
Sundarbans Area in Bangladesh

International Semingr on Frontiers of Climate Change Adapration and Mirigation in South Asia”

Director Rescarch a i, conducted a field survey in Pathorgata District, Bangladesh, The findings of the
survey were presented at the International Seminar on 'Frontiers of Climate Change Adaptation and
Mitigation in South Asia’ organised by the Institute of Disaster Management and Vulnerability Studics
(IDMVE)}, University of Dhaka in collaboration with Comprehensive Disaster Management
Programme (CDMP-TI) of Ministry of Disaster Management and Rehabilitation (MoDMR),

Government of Bangladesh on 17" January 2003 at Dhaka University,
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The Sundarbans plays an important role in the
+ economy  of the soothwestern regiom of
Bangladesh as well as the national economy, I is
the single largest source of forest produce in the
country, The forest provides raw materials for
¥ wood based industries, In addition to traditional
B | forest produce like timber, fuel-wood, pulpwood
etc., large scale harvest of mon wood forest
s, ; products such as thaiching matemals, honey,
- bees-wax, fish, crustecean and mollusk resources
L o | of the forest takes place regularly,

Issrvien i doced people. Paaguca, Bangladeh The forest also has immense protective and

productive functions, Constituting 51% of the total reserved forest estate of Bangladesh, it contributes
about 41% of total forest revenue and accounts for about 45% of all timber and fuel wood output of the
country (FAOQ 1995)

However studies indicated that different types of natural hazards such as floods, dronghts, cyclones and
storm surges, Hidal surges and intrusion of saline water causing salinity, increase of soil salinity and river
water salinity, water-logging, tidal flooding, nver bank erosion and tornadoes are significantly affecting
the agricaliure az well as overall socigeconomic development of the country,

The sclected villages are somehow homogeneous in natre. Sowth Charduani village has an area of
1052 s, km. with an estimated population of about 27,834 comprising of 6524 families living in the
village, while Bakultali has a population of 19,281 and total area 14.0% sg. kon_ [t is observed that more
than two-fifths of the popalation of South Chardusni i functionally illiterate. Om the other hand, the
population of Bakultali s more advanced in terms of literacy rate (69%).

The survey observed that agricultural activities are declining in the area doe to salinity in terms of both
operative and net cultivation arcas. [n 2008 the net operative arca was 40,000 acres which had reduced
from 42,000 gcres (Figure 1), Similar trends are observed in terms of net cultivated area.

Figure 1: Comparing the Operation, Net and Irrigation Cutivated Area

Oprdres  NetCuldma  Irigation

The highest cropping intensity of 200% was observed for the urban areas where some areas were
cultivated for prodection of high vielding variefies during Boro season with irvigation facilities
available, whereas the cropping intensity of the study areas is 146%.

The inhabitants in the area fell that any kind of organisatonal interventions’suppornt iz needed for them
to reduce climate change vulnerabilities. They suggested that government and NGOs working at the
community level should address the water salinity in & concerted manmer,
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Conchisions

Some of the waming signs of the adverse effecis of climate change such as sea level risa, water logging,
siltation and seewater intruston are already visible n the study villepes. Villapers are affected by the
climate change, The villagers themselves understand the climate change impact in their livelihood and
understand the clomate change by their own expenences, but they are not much aware of the reasons be

Recommendations

= Capacity Buldmg of Vulnerable people are much required miostly on the reasons of climate changes
= They have to be trained on the main reasons contribating to climate change in their coniext,

* (0% and NGOs should be more active in the region, mostly on participatory approach.

» New varieties of crops which are resilient to saline water and soil have 0 be introduced to the
farmers.

« It is required that alternative livelihoods, instead of exploiting the Sundarbans, have 1o be adopted in
the constal areas of Sundarban,

Rescarch Project on Impact of Handicrafts Skill Development Training on Rural
Women's Livelihoods Initiated in 2013

CIRDAF Rescarch Division in
collaboration with ihe Rural
Development and Cooperatives
Dhivision (RDCTY) of the Ministry
of Local Government Ruoral
Development and Cooperatives
(MoLGRD & C) of the
Covernment of the Peoples'
Republic of Bangladesh has
initisted an Action Research
Project  titled “Impact of 3
Handicrafts Skill Development B 5 o
Training on Rural Women™ in
Jujkhols Village of Pirojpur
District, a Southern Coastal
Region in Bangladesh, Under the Kath seving gou. Pinur

project a 12 days” Training on Hand Embroidery for 30 participants and 10 days® training on Khantha
sewing for 23 participants were organised from the 15 Apal 0 27 Aprl 2013, Dr. Mihir Kanthi Meeumder,
Former Secretary, RDCD along with Dircctor Research a.i. launched the project on 15 April 2013.

The main objective of the project was 1o chserve the changing patiern of livelihoods throuph skills
development training with low level of capital, technology, infrastructure and raw materials. Afier
observing the effect for three months, CIRDAP will analvse the impacts and expect to expand the
project i a larger scale.

During the traiming period it was found that some of the participants from both the groups performed
very well, and that there was a need for more support for the slow leamers. In order to provide
aszistance 1o the slow learners and 1o engage the early learners in production groups to facilitate (heir
income generation, the respective Trainers were sent for a follow-up visit at Tujkhola from 20 to 22 June
2013, Duering, the visit, they formed Production Groups consisting of 16 members fom the 30 who
received training on Hand Embroidery and 11 members out of 25 on Kantha Sewing group.

During the visit, the wainers provided further instructions (o the slower leamers to enhance (their skills 1o

be incloded in the production groups in the future, end handed over matcrials/inputs for production
which they submited to the Parul Garden for Marketing by 20 July 2013,
e




Conducting an Ex-post Evaluation of the Project “Strengthening of Institutional
Capabilities and Rural Population for Territorial Development™ in Chitiagong
Division of Bangladesh

 Fundacidn ETEA,
Bangladesh Academy for
RBural Development (BARD)
. and  Noakhali Rurzal
- Development Society
(WRDS) implemented a
project  “Strengthening  of
Institutional Capabilities and
. U Rurel  Population  for
Territorial Development in
Chiftagong” during Ociober
2010 to October 2012 in two
selected  Unions, namely
South Khoshbash Union of
Borora Upazila under Comilla
Diistrict and Ewazbalia Union
of Maiedi Sadar Upazila
Under Noakhali District funded by the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation and Development
(AECID). The main purpose of the project was to strengthen the institutional capscities of ocal people,
contribute o the socierconomic development and reduce poverty from a gender perspective.

CIEDAP has been commissioned o evaluate the impact of the project implemented al Comills and
Noakhali districts of Chittagong Division. An agreement was signed by both parties, CIRDAP and
ETEA, Spain for the evaluation, CIRDAP initaked the evaluation activities on 20 May 2013,

This project was set within a longer action programme of ETEA Foundation in Bangladesh, whose
ultimate goal was promoting the development of rural arens and strenpihening the deceniralisation
process, Therefore, the project was implemented in the lowest administrative levels ie. Union
Parishad-the organisational structure of the country. The essential component of the project was capacity
building of local anthorities in the area to enhance their performance.

The objective of the evaluation was to obiain resulis (o enhance the lessons learnd, enhance the
management, and ensure the fransparency of the present and future actions. The evaluation team used a
non exhaustive number of general questions and critenia o develop the evaluation performance. The
criteria followed are: relevance, efficiency, effectivencss, impact, viability, cohcrence, and ownership.

The questions were developed 1o be asked i thres stakeholders (eg implementing organisalions; Local
Government Officials and Beneficiaries groups). Field level data has already been collected.

Exposure - cum - Study Visit on Microfinance and Horizontal Learning Programme
in Bangladesh by the Officials of Iran

CIRDAF in collaboration with Government of Iran organised an exposure-cum-sfady visit in
Bangladesh for four (one from the ministry and three from provincial level) senior Iranian officials of
Nomads and Rural Women Development Bureau, Ministry of Jihad-e- Agriculture from the 2-9 April
2013, The main purpose of the exposure visit was to get hands-on experience on microfinance and
Horizontal Learning Program (HLP) in Bangladesh, The visit programme which was prepared by the
research division, CIRDAP exclusively focused on exposure of participants to the individual/group
activities of microcredit af the grassrocts Jevel for leaming and exchanging views'ideas and information
along with the monitoring and functional aspects of horizontal leaming programme (HLP) practices.
These include briefing and interaction with the bepeficiaries as well as govemmentnoo-govermment
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PR organisations regarding details of operations, The
& 08 officials had HQ visits where professionals from

: PESF, World Bank, Grameen Bank, Horizontal
learning Centre (HLC), and Ministry of local
povernment, Bural Development and Cooperatives
of the Peoples’ Republic of Bangladesh briefed the
delegates about the microcredit and HLP operation
in Bangladesh.

To gain proper insight on the accurate functional
features of microfinance, HLP and information
j communication, the participanis attended feld

- ¥ “eme  wisits on various microcredit and HLP beneficiary
Ehalegaran” il o Kalania Vilkige bansficiaries of Misvo Cradit gites to allow them fo gain first hand experience
on the processes. The team left for Iran on the 10
April 2013,

MOU Signed with Bangladesh Bank

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU} was signed between CIRDAP and SME & Special
Programmes Department (SMESPDY) of Bangladesh Bank {HH} on 13 May 2013 in pursuit of the
development of Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprise (MSME) in Bangladesh. Considering
the significant role in the development of the
economy by creating employment opportunities
for the rural poor, Bangladesh Bank has been
working to promote the MSME, They are now
trying to develop an inclusive approach to bring
all stakeholders to work together and obtain the
benefit from this sector, In order fo gather relevant
knewledge from CIEDAP Member Countries
(CMCS) like Malaysia, Indonesia, [ran, and
Thailand in this region that have already pat a step
ghead in thiz sector. CIRDAP being a regional
windew, based in Bangladesh could moke sincere
psgistance to BB in this regard.

It is expected that through this collaboration BB and CIRDAP will:

*  Support in preparing SME policy and strutegy;

*  Arrange and organise stakeholders” dialogue;

¢ Drganise nabonal conference/seminar;

¢ [rganise exposure-cum-siudy visii to selected TMCs,

¢ Drpganise Intemational’ Regional Conferences;

¢ Undernake policy oriented researchisiudy o share policy issees of successful CMCs on MSME;
*  Organise training programmes on applied/ appropriate technology, exchange experts on MSME;
*  [rganise TOT by bringing expert from CMCs to Bangladesgh;

*  Promote women and young entrepreneors;

*  Cwrganige Intermational Exhibition on Micro, Medium and Small Enterprize (MSME) in
Bangladesh through identifying foreign counterparts in selected CMCs,
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Launching Joint Collaboration with Bangladesh Bank for Small and Mediom
Enterprises Development in Bangladesh

As g follow-up of the MOU signad between Bangladesh Bank (BB) and CIRDAP on 13 May 2013,
Governor of Bangladesh Bank Dr Atiur Rahman and CIRDAP Director General Dr. Cecep Effendi
jointly initiated a seminar at the CIRDAP International Conference Centre in the capital city of Dhaka.

The Governor expressed hope that “With this Moll, entreprencurs, policymakers and other stakeholders
related o SME sector of Bangladesh will be able 1o share and upgrade their knowledge with the
counterpants of CIRDAP Member Countries.” Citing some major initiatives of the central bank 1o propel
the growth of the country’s SMEs sector, he said joint initiatives both nationally and internationally are
very important for SME development, and we are committed to continue such initiatives.

Emphaszising the need for kocal, regional

and global initintives for SME promotion . T T T
and development, he said there is ample X @
soope for deepening mutnally beneficial —
cooperation and support between SME
policymakers and stakeholders of the
CIERDAP Member Counfries through
fiffrénd eluding exhibit
Tairs, conferences and workshops,
Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Cecep
Effendi termed the partnership between
BB and CIRDAP as a timely effort, which
would drive SME imitiatives forward
regionally and globally. He hoped that the -
member-countries of the Dhaka-based DG CIRDAF presenting some SHE agro-products of indonesis fe
organisation would exchanpe knowledpe Banelueh Band Givermor

and experience for promoding SMEs and eventually the growth of individual country,

Ambassador of Indonesia HE. Iwan H.S. Wirsnataatmadia and President of Dhaks Chamber of
Commerce (DOCT), Md, Sabuwr Khan also addressed the programme. Hossein Shahbaz, a.i Director
Research of CIRDAF, gave vote of thanks at the programme.

Regional Policy Dialogue on Youth in Development

The Sixth Repional Policy
Dmluglm on the theme “Youth
in Development™ was organised
at Hotel Oberoi in Mew Delhi,
India on 29 September 2013
coinciding with the Twenty
Ninth Executive Committes
and the Mineteenth Governing
Council Meeting of CIRDAP
The purpese of holding the
Begional Policy Dialogue was
to engage the policy bodies of
CIRDAP in deliberations on
emerging policy issues on rural
development and  poverty

alleviation and addressing
meuh.ﬁhndu'Wmﬁ*hmﬂPﬂft_pr them  through  regional

cooperation among CIRDAFP
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Member Countries (CMCs), The dialopue was organised by CIRDAP in collaboration with the
Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India. The objective of this dialogue was to
disseminate the study findings on Youth in Development in CMCs conducted during 2012-2013
biennium following the suggestion of the 27 CIRDAP Technical Committee held in Sri Lanka in
2012, There were five country presentations by respeciive country experts examining difTerent
dimenzions of youth development policies while scven presentations were made by the local
NGOs of India showcasing best practices in India,

The policy dialogee was attended by the policy makers from 15 CMCs. High-level delegations of the
CIRDAP Policy makers were comprised of H.E.5 the Ministers and Secretaries of ling Ministries in
CMCs who came to attend the regular meetings of CIRDAP Policy Body (Executive
Commitee'Governing Council) in India. Other distinguished participants and guests included, among
others, representatives of UN Organisations — Donor Community, Specialised Agencies, International
Organisations, GOsNGOSTNGOs, academicians, researchers, and select members of Civil Society
participated in the Policy Dialogue. The opening ceremony was officiated by H.E. Shn Pradeep Jain,
State Mimister of Rural Development, Gowernment of India as Chiel Guest who also chaired the
Dialogue. Mr, ¥Vijay Kumar TAS, Secretary, Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India and
Chairperson EC-29 introduced the Chiel Guest {0 the Audience. Dr. Cecep Effendi, Director General,
CIRDAP made introductory remarks at the Insngoral Session.

In his inaugural address, the Chiefl Guest emphasised the nesd for investments on youth from the
government and the development partners as well. The ascendance of youth issues to national prioritics
has primarily emerged fom the realisation of the large number of young people in the couniry and due
to what is called the 'vouth bulge” and its potential implications. He also mentioned that population
growth rate and zize has been a matier of serious concern for centuries. Orver 60 per cent of the workd's
wouth live in the Asis-Pacific region where more than 750 million young women and men belong to age

group 15 io 24 vears.

He underscored the need for partnership building and the participation of the broadest sectors of socicty,
including civil society groups, the privade sector, and local povernment units to enhance the
accountability and sense of responsibility of both programme implementers and beneficiarics in
ensuring the success of any programme, since the section deeply affects development opporiumnities and
plays a major role in socurity risks and povernance challenges,

The Chiel Guest termed the CIRDAP initislive as uniguee in many ways, He noted that the Youth
Development Programme is being pursued.

Dr. Cecep EMendi, Director General, CIRDAP welcomed the delegates and  emphasised fo lake
advantage of the unique organisational structure of CIRDAP in onder to engage them in deliberations on
emerging policy issues on rural development and poverly alleviation and addressing them through
regional cooperation among CMCs. He briefly explained the rationale and the ohjectives of the dialogue
and its broad concerns, Dr. Effendi urged the Member Couniries 1o come forward o help CIRDAP in
organising this type of policy dislogue in the fisture too.

in the Policy Dialogue, following papers were presenied:

»  Afghanistan National Youth Policy

¢ %outh in Development in Bangladesh

* Best Practices in Engaging Youth in Rural Development in Fiji - A Country Paper on the Fijian
Experience

*  Youth Development through Skill and Placement Approach of the Minisiry of Rural Development,
Government of India

*  Rural Business Challenge in Malaysia
= %outh in Development in 30 Lanka
*  Reducing Poverty through Rejuvensting Farm Liveliboods: Creating New Opporiunities for Rural Youths
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The presentations were followed by questions and answers by the distinguished delegates. The closing
remarks were presented by the Director General, CIRDAP.

Dr. D. Agochin, International Expert and Consultant on Youth, CIRDAP shared the CMCs” policies on
Youth Development in the dialogue, Dr. Agochia, while referring the converging national youth policy
of Bangladesh, Fiji and Indin emphasised on the coordination and cooperation among the different
stakeholders who are involved with youth development, This may include GO, NGOsTNGOs,
De. D Agochia specifically emphasised on four dimensions on youth and reral development which

a. The programme should not only include yvouth as beneficiaries but also converge youths as
components of development. He cited the National Youth Policy in Sn Lanka where youth are
involved in the development process;

b Youth to youth intersction must be encouraged;
& Peer to peer sharing on best practices must be promoted; and
d. Young people must participate in the development process.

The Chairperson of the session,
while wrapping up. mentioned that
the youth should pot only be
counted as recipients, rather shoold
be included as key stakeholders in
the process of large ares
developtnent, This will ensure
sustainable vonth policies  and
strategies. Volupiarism should be
; encourspged as it is more dipnified
- S e - rather tham being only
. | 4 i g gpecifically mentioned that the
- " u, ; '_-;:‘l.-n_!‘ Fural Business Challenge (RBC)
il B AR A : of Malaysia, which may generate a
Participants az well ar discussanty of 7 Reglonal Policy Dialogus lot of interest on formulation oo
issues like policy and decentralizafion livelihoods. The Chairperson suggested CIEDAT to come up
with an idea of what CIRDAP wanis from the member countries.

Director Ceneral, CIRDAP in his concluding remarks mentioned that CTRDAP may act a8 2 forum 1o
share best practices/success stories of CMCs, referring to the best practices of the countries like
Thailand's marketing and food industry, Vietnam’s land zoning system and building rural
infrastructure where young people may be imvolved to provide them opportunity.

I the afternoon the session on showeasing Indias best practices in Rural Development was held in
which the following presentations were made:

*  Towards a Poverty Free Andhra Pradesh: A New Peradigm of Development

+ India’s Dairy Development Expenience

+  Sitate Poverty Alleviation Programme with a Difference Towards Deepening Democracy:
Kudumbhasree Mission in Kerala

«  Livelihood Advancement Business School by™ D, Reddy's Foundation
* “India’s Rural Development Report 2013 by IDFC
*  Presentation by Sir Fatan Tata and MNavajbai Batan Tata Trust
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International Conference on Managing Hazardous Waste

The SE Asia Second International Conference on
"Responsible Business Conduct to Safeguard the
People's Issues and Environment by Managing
Hazardouws Waste" was held i CIRDAP
International Conference Centre jointly by
CIRDAP and the Bangladesh Bank Training
Acadenny from 29-30 November, Other partners
include GIZ, Swisscontact, APO, IPLA, E&Y,
Islami Bank Bangladesh Lud. and a few others.

CIRDAP presented a paper titled “Status of
Integrated Waste Management in CIRDAP DG, CIRDAF giving a speech in the conference

Member Countries.” The conference was held in the hopes of providing a platform to share, discuss
and deliberate on the challenges and opportinities that developing countries face in the context of
waste management. Dizeusgions inclsded: sohutions and motivations for going green and zero waste
generation, trends and perspectives on green banking in Bangladesh, health and safety of workers and
legislative on industry development to support technology adoption and resource recovery.

In the conference, there were |4 presenfations made by various experts of Government, NGOs and
IMNGOs on six themes from home and abroad. The themes selected for this year's Conference were: (1)
Cireen Banking-Bangladesh Bank's Indtiatives, promotion of CSR and the environmental aspect; (ii)
Legisiative framework on hazardous waste management and linkage to responsible business conduct:
standardisation of the roadmap to support industry waste regulation; (i) Exporting o europe by
eliminating hazardous material and CSR focus; (iv) Theory and practice in managing waste impacting
environment, people and profit; (v) Risks and Resolve of Solid Waste Management in Urban and
Rural Areas; and (vi) Promotion of public-private-commumnity partnership in managing waste.

CIEDAP's presentation was on “Status of Integrated Waste Management in CIRDAP Member
Countries” under the theme *Risks and Resolve of Solid Waste Management in Urban and Rural

Arcas”, The CIRDAFP paper dealt with the present status of solid waste management in the
selected countrics.

Other Activities Coordinated by the Division
Organised visit of Project Director of SHARIQUE, HELVETAS Swiss Inter-cooperation, Dhaka

= Ms. Lilis Tverdun, Director, Local Governance
- - Programme SHARIQUE, HELVETAS Swiss

2 - o Intercooperation, Dhaks, Bangladesh visited

d p e CIEDAP on 11 February 2013 to discuss issucs

on muiual inferests for further collaboration.
HELVETAS, like CIRDAP, 15 the member of
Horizontal Learning Programme Group in
Bangladesh, Ms. Lilia pave a brief presentation
on the SHARIQUE activities in Bangladesh, In
her presentation, she mentioned that the project
SHARIQUE has been in operation since 2006,
— secking to build the cities and competencies
Iniernarional Conference on Managing Hamardows Warte — of Tnjon Pamhad?wme lowest level of
Bangladesh sdministration) to operate in an accountable, trangparent, socially inclusive and effective
manner, The project is active both on the supply side-building the capacities of local governance
structures, particularly Union Parishads; and on the demand side — supporting citizens to know their
rights and have the confidence to demand them, She noticed that SHARIOUE operates af a far smaller
scale covering 4% of the population but in a more intensive and ‘hands on’ manner aiming fo be
innevalive in supporting participatory processes, Ms, Lilia seeked cooperation io strengthen the
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research component of SHARIQUE. From the CIRDAP side, a brief presentation was made on the
activities of decentraligation.

Dhirector General, CIRDAP expressed his bope while welcoming the guest that CIRDAP as 4 negional
organisation, sceks cooperation from all national and intemational organisations for the cause of the
tural people m region,

ETEA Foundafion Team Visited CIRDAP

Mr. Lorenzo E. Mobedano, Project Manager, and Dr. Melania Salazar Ordonez of ETEA
Foundation, Spain visited Bangladesh during 17-21 of February 2013, They visited CTRDAF on 17
Februnry omd discussed about muotual miterests. Director ICD received the delegates and discussed
about the future collaboration with them, ETEA Foundation, in collaboration with CIRDAP Link
Institute in Bangladesh namely Bangladesh Academy for Rural Development (BARD) and also
MNoakhali Rural Development Socicty (NRDS) implemented the project “Smengthening of
Institutional Capabilities and Rural Population for Territorial Development in Chittagong™ financed
by the Spanish Agency for Intemational Cooperation and Development { AECID). The main purpose
of the project was to strengthen the mstitutional capacities of local people, contrbutmg to the
socioeconomic development and poverty reduction from a gender perspective in South Khosbash
und Ewazbalis Unions of Chittagong Thvision. ETEA propesed to collaborute with ressarch division
o evaluate the project mentioned ahove. Research Division, CTRDAP will be an external gvaluator
for the project in both areas.




Pilot Projects

Ieeprowving Grain Ssoeape st Houschodd Level for Food Secarity in Rural Aress
Exposune Study on Interventions of Integrated Programmes by BRAC
Manapemest of Fishing Ports in Perinership with Local Communitics

Focused Arcas

Food Security

Community Development

Faogs Energy Toe Commumity Diovglopment Community Level Best Practices on RD & PA

Visit o Action Ressarch Projects for Delegate from Lso POR Renewable Energy

Exchenge of Good Practices amoag CMCs Partmership with Fighing Community
Small & Medium Enterprise
Networking and Collaboration with CMCs
‘Strengthening Relationship with Develupment Partoers




The initial project ideas of CIRDAP's action research/pilot projects emanated in October 1981 from the
Food and Agriculiure Organization (FAO) of the United Nations and in the subsequent discassions with
the Government of Japan, It was then recommended in Scptember 1982 that CIRDAP programming
should b more focused towards action oriented activities benefiting the rural population af the
grassroots level, The major considerations in formulating pilot projects are; effective and efficient
participation of the target groups; integration of activitics of mural development agencies at the
commumity level, and co-operation and collaboration with NGOs and private sectors, The Pillot Projects
are basically designed to conduct at the figld level with people's participation based on participatory
methodology in CIRDAP Member Coumtries (ChMCs).

The major project activities conducted during 2013 are as follows;

Improving Grain Storage at Household Level for Feod Security in Rursl Areas

A regional workshop on “Improving Grain Storage at Household Level for Food Security in Hural
Areas” was organised by PPD, CIEDAP at the CIRDAP Intemmational Conference Centre (CICC),
Dhaka on 2 April 2003, Dy, Mubammad Abdur Razzagque, Honourable Minister of Food, Government
of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh inaugurated the workshop. Dr, Mihir Kanti Majumdar,
Secretary of Rural Development and Cooperatives Division (RDCLY), Ministry of Local Govermment,
Rural Development and Cooperatives of Bangladesh were the Special Guests,

Aeglonal Workshop

£
In Slora Qi at Household Level for Food

Eacurity in Rural Areas
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The regional workshop was attended by senior government officials, development pariners, scodemiciuns,
researchers, Rural Thevelopment practitioners, and CTRDAP professionals, A tofal of 10 papers were
received for this workshop (including the key note paper and two papers each from Lao PDR and India).
1. Key MNote Paper; “Organic Storage Svsiems: A Means of Pood Security by Reducing Storage
Laosses of Agricnlioral Seeds & Grains®
By: Md, Shahjahan Ali, Former Government Officer, Ministry of Industries, GoB
2. ‘Ensuning Food Securnty with Effective Use of Hermetic Technology”
By: Mr.Muorshed Salam, Grain Pro. Inc. Bangladesh
3. ‘'Reducing Post-Harvest Losses of Rice by Using Hermetically Sealed Storape Bags'
By: Debashish Chanda, M. A. Saleque, M. A, Rahman and B. C. Nath
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4. “An Overview of Rice Storage Scenanio at Household Level In Bangladesh®
By: Dr. M. A. Rahman, Principn] Scientific Officer and Head, Farm Machinery and Postharvest
Technology Division, Bangladesh Rice Research Institube

5. 'Redvcing Postharvest Losses by Using Hermetically Sealed Storapge Baps'
By: Debashish Chanda, PhiD, Sr. Specialist- Postharvest & Business Model Development, IRRI
6. "Role of BADC in Providing Quality Seeds for Ensuring Food Security in the Country®
By: Dr. Md. Shafayet Hossain, Deputy Manager (Seed Processing & Preservation Div),
Bangladesh Agriculiure Development Cooperation (BADC)
7. An Owverview of Rice Storage Scenario at Household Level in Bangladesh'
By: M. A. Eahman, 5. Paul, B. C. Nath and 4. K. M. 5. Islam

B. ‘Effect of Hermetic Storage Device and Local Bio-Insecticide on Wheat Seed Quality In Farsdpur
and Gopalgan) Districts”
By: Dr. Tim Krupnik, CIMMYT-Bangladesh

8. ‘Grain Storage ai Household Level for Food Securty in Char Areas of Bangladesh: Rural
Development Academy (RDA) Experiences’
By: M. A. Matin and A. K. M. Zakaria, RDA, Bogra

10, ‘Storage at Local Level by Seed Promotion Programme’
By: Mahbubul Islam, Policy Development Advisor, CCDB

Dwring this workshop, the keynole paper entitled, *Organic Storage Systems: A means of Food Security
by Reducing Storage Losses of Apgncultural Sesds & Grains® mentioned that Bangladesh has made
steady progress in the expansion of food production. But because of the increasing population pressure
there has been an extensive use of land to meet the growing demand for food. However, the paper also
mentioned that post-harvest loss 15 collective food loss all along the production chaim, from harvest snd
handling, to storage and processing, to packing and transportation. One problem is that while
innovators, researchers and technologists have been successful in developing mnovations in drving and
storage, these moovations are often not adopted by small farmers,

The Homourable Chief Guest, Dr. Muhammad Abdur Rozzaque mentionsd that the Government of
Bangladesh is dedicated to promating food security, providing necessary pssistance and support of food
and relief to the vulnerable proups of people. Though considerabls prionty has been given to the
production sector, relatively little priority has been given to the post-production sector. Post-harvest
management including grain storage system of household level in Bangladesh, like in most developing
countnes of the region, i far from satisfactory. Post-harvest management, mostly grain storage in the
househiold level is pivotal in an agricultural country such as Bangladesh, At the end, Honourable Chief
Cuest thanked all the participants/experts both locally, and from abroad such as Lao PDE. He also,
praised CIRDAP for organising this noteworthy regional workshop.

The regional workshop wis attended by semor government officials, development partners,
academmucians, researchers, Rural Development practitioners, and CIRDAFP professionals, A total of
nine papers were received for this workshop (ineluding the key note paper pnd one paper each from
Lao PDR and lndia).

bMd. Shahjahan All, former Government Officer, Ministry of Industnes, Government of Bangladesh,
presented the kevnote paper titled, "Orpanic Storage Systems: A Means of Food Security by Reducing
Storage Losses of Apricultural Seeds & Graims' in the Insugural Session. Mr. Shahjahan Ali focused on
food production, scquisitton, land improvement and development of organic storage systems. In the
presentation, be also mentioned that the Government of Bangladesh had identified food secunty as an
important factor contributing to socio-economic stabilisation of the country.
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Exchange of Good Practices among CMCs
Dissemination of Horizontal Learming Process (HLP) in Pokixian

CIRDAP and Akhtar Hameed Khan National
Centre for Ruwral Development & Municipal
Administration (AHE NCRD and MA) organised
a regional workshop on Horizontal Learning at
Izlamabad, Pakistan, from Febmoary 18- 21, 2013
in collsboration with Whater and Samitation
Programme, World Bank, Banpladesh. At This
HLP workshop, welcome address was made by
Brig. (Retd.) Amanullah, Director General AHK
NCRD & MA; Mr. Mark Elbery, WSP, World
Bank, Bangladesh; and Mr, Hossein Shahbaz from

’ CIRDAP who played the role of resource persons,
Besxion an FILF while the Chairperson was Dr. Cecep Effend:,
Director General, CIRDAFP. A total of 36 participants participated, which included some provisional
level staff members who deal with local povernment. After the workshop, pearticipants were wwarded
cerfificates a8 a token of recognition. During the workshop an interactive Facebook papge
{httpe/fwarw facebook com/Horizonial LeamingProgramme?  fref=ts) was creafed where the HLP
participanis could put their comments and postings on HLP issues, Aller organising the workshop, DG,
NCRD set up a HLP desk in the NCRD campus to continee the HLF in Pakistan and also to monitor HLP
activiies by other mmstitutes, as well as collect the fact sheets from participants and make final for
sharing with ather CMCs via CIRDAP.

In the last day of the workshop, three participants who were very active and interested in the HLP to be
rephicated in the local level were elected by the workshop group (participanis) for;

a} Coordinsting with other Participants end CIRDAP @0 Analise fect sheets;
b}  Aggisting NCRD to set op 3 HLP desk for operationaslization of HLP in Pakistan;
o) Assisting CIRDAP in the next immediate workshop in other country as Co-facilitator,

In fact, the workshop participants developed 10 fact sheets on HLF which were sent to CTRDAP laer,
CIRDAF printed all 10 Fact Sheets and distnbuted during EC-29 and (GC-19. Also, they were uploaded
in CIRDAP website for public access.

The main objectives of the HLF programme were: a) To share the best practice of Bangladesh to CLI
officials and BD practitioners of Pakistan o familisrise with the policy framework and programmes; b)
To identfy the approach for possible adaptation and replication; ¢) To discuss the concept, process and
approaches of the Horizontal Leaming in the connection of RD and PA activities; and d) To develop &
wirk plan for their organisations/tegions. The Ouipuls of HLP are: a) Deeper understanding of
complexities of Horizontal Leaming Programme (HLP) in the region; b) Knowledge-sharing of best
practices in social and rural development i the context of the host country; ¢} Engagement of the
provincial and field officers with HLP to replicate it in the grass rood level, and d) Collective assesament
of the potential benefits and challenges of promoting the processes entailed in HLP.

Horizental Learning Process (HLP) Workshop in India

A three-day orientation workshep on Horizontal Learning Process (HLF) was organised from April
19-21, 2013 ut Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development (RGNIY D), Sriperumdur, Tamil
Madu, Mr. Shantang Lahiri, Consultant World Bank was a rescurce person of this orientation along with
Ms. Veena Mahor and Ms. Shresta Roy from Kutch Navnirmanabhiysb, Bhuj. Dr, Vasanthi Rajendran,
Director ICD was the coordinator from CIRDAP and Dy, Gopinath was from RGNIYD.

The HLF onientation programme was inaugurated by Director General RGNTYD, Mr. Michel Veda
Siromany. Speaking on the occossion, Mr Siromany highlighted the fact that RGNIYD and CIRDAP
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have signed o Moll fo work fogether for promoting issues related to development of raral vouth within
India and in the Azia Pacific rejiion. He expressed his appreciation for CERDAP which has taken the
initiative to share a best practice of Bangladesh i.e. HLP which is being successfully implemented by
Waorld Bank and 32 other development pariners,
' ¥ ol | 4 Dr. Vasanthi Rajendran, Director, Information and
AEr e Commumication Division (ICDY), while welcoming

the participants, gave a brief overview of HLF and
mentioned  that CIRDAP is sharng this best
Mepal, Vietnam efc, She said that in India,
CIRDAP 15 keen fo initiate the HLF by involving
the youth. For this purpose, CIRDAFP hes
Rrialhing i prmgram As peer learning is characteristic to youth and
HLF is kased on peer learning, she expressed that CTRDAP has more expectafions on the ouicome of
such imitiative involving the youth.
There was a total number of 40 participants of whom, 10 were female and 30 male. They comprised of
Govt, officials i.e. District Youth Coordinators (DYC), local govi, leaders and NGOs working for youth
development. At the end of the workshop, 2 groups were formed viz. Govt. officials with DYCs from

s proctice of Bangladesh with other CIRDAP
. : ' Member Countries (CMCs) like Iran, Pakistan,
[ =— .;' il -
T THINY e
: (MoYAS) and RGNIYD to impéement it in India.
Mr. Lahiri explained the HLP and conducted the workshop for 3 davs with assistance from Dir, Vasanthi,
Mr. T. Gopi Nath, Ms. Veena Mahor and Ms, Sreatha Roy from Kutch Navnirmanabhiyab, Bhuj,
Tirunelveli, Pondicherry and Vellore, NGOz and Youth Groups who have some good practices on which
fact sheets would propared.

Local Level Bexi Practices on Horigonial Learning Process in Fieinam

Sharing the good practices of any
CMCs with other CMCs is one of
the main mandates of CIRDAF. In
this concern, new management of
the centre has alresdy decided fo
ghare ong of the good practices of
government of Bangladesh, namely
Horizontal Learning Programme .]
(HLP} with other member
coumtries. So, during 10-13 June |
2013, Pilot Projects  Division
conducted a workshop on
Horizontal Learning Process in
Collaboration with the College of —

Management Training in p :.‘. \ . ot -
Agriculture and Rural AL "
Development-1 {CMARD-I) and International Cooperation Department (CIRDAP Link Institule], under
the Mimstry of Agriculiuse and Rural Development (MARD), Socialistic Republic of Vietnam, There
were 25 young participants from different organisations under MARD.

Dunng the workshop, participants shared 15 good practices on Agnculture and Rural Development, of
which & of them were selected by participanis as being best practices, like modifying the grass cutter
machine to paddy cutter, productive bee reising m newly designed hives, bio-insecticide in fish cultore
ponds, forming cooperatives for small farm holders and suitable water filter from rural areas, The
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workshop. was coordinated by two resource persons i€ Mr Santanu Lahiri, HLP working team
coordinator and Mr. Hossein Shahbaz, Director of Pilot Projects Division, CIRDAP.

Community Level Best Proctices fn Fifi

Other than Tran, Pakistan, Viemam, PPD, CIRDAF organised a workshop on Horizontal Learning
Process duning 25-29 November 2013, in Fiji Island in nulhhumﬂunmﬂlhhm:u}'nfkmﬂ& Maritime
Development and  Dhsaster =

Management (MARDMTDIMNY,
CGovernment of Fiji as contact
ministry of CIRDAP. A total of 30
participants from different ministries
1.8, Ministry of Health, MEDMDDM
and also some WG attended the

workshops.

HLP is mostly the concept where
“Everyone 18 an expert in
gomething  and Horizontal
Learming realises that expertise™ ' .
which s mplemcicd by e ol b e e
government  of  Bangladesh. | —— —
CIRDAP 15 sharing  this
programme as good practice of its G"’*”"P"’"""‘“ e Chief Chse, Homouraainle Mindrier

host state with other member countries. Afier the 3-day indoor workshop there were two field visits o
two villages naumely Nakalowaca and Naganivatu for visiting two piloted project on Household
Eco-Sanitation.

The inauguration of the workshop was graced by the Chief Guest, Honourable Minister of
MEDMDDM, Fiji. Mr. Mark Ellery, Water and Sanitation Programme, World Bank, Bangladesh
and Mr. Hossein Shahbaz, Director, Pilot Project Division, CIRDAP and distinguished guests and
participenis were present al the inouguration. The Honourshle Chiel Guest expressed his pleasurs
at being present at the opening of the first ever Horizontal Learning Programme (HLP) to be held
in Fiji, aimed at sharing water and sanitation best practices from all parts of the world.

l\':FI'
Werhiliop an Horizaniofl Locrmdeg Preren (HLE - Fiji
Mseatal Hael Riva

The contimyed development of the waler and sanilation sector remains & top priorty for many countries,
including Fiji, and it is reassuring to be ahle to observe the level of support that the Fiji Government
enjovs from civil societies, the private sector and the Development Partners. At the outset, HL.E, expressed
his appreciation to the CIRDAFP and the World Bank for partnering with Fiji in facilitating this workshop,

Festival on Good Practices Selection in L& fran

FPD, CIRDAP conducted workshop on Sharing Experiences on Horizontal Leamning Program (HLP),
Bangladesh from 26 — 29 November 2012 in Iran, with the assistance of Agriculturzl Planning
Economic and Rural Development Research Institute (APERDRI), CIRDAP Link Institute under
Ministry of Jihad-c-Agriculture (MOJA), LE. Tran. Apart from best practices on local government of
Bangladesh, there were lectures on Iranian experiences on Integrated Pest Management (IPM) and
Farmer's Field School (FFS) in conpection with Horizontal Learning Program (HLP). One of the
participants of the workshop, Dr Abbas Moorzaei, a high official from Jihad-e-Agriculture Organisation,
provincial wing of MOJA, in Sistan and Baluchistan Province has shared and conducted HLP
workshops in the province. Jihed-c-Agriculture Ovrganisation organised “The First Festival and
Technology Exhibition of Good Practices Selection” in connection with HLP on 25 June 2013 as
follow-up the workshop crganised by CIRDAP, CIRDAP was one of the partners of this festival, The
Good Practices Selection was based on the topics like: cultivation, gardening, pest & disease control,
agriculture mechanism, agriculture mechanism, water & soil, agriculiure association, crops & rural
industry, natural resources & water bed, environment, TT in agriculture, sustainable agriculture,
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agricultural exercize & rural development, agricultural managemeni, fooad mdusiry, livestock, Ashery,
technical & engineering and agricultoral services. Dr Cecep Effendi, DG, CIRDAP sent a message to
the festival His message 15 put in the Jhod-e-Agmculiure Organisation’s website
(http/'wow sh-agrijahad, ir‘portal home!)

Exposure Sindy on Interventions of Integrated Programmes by BRALC

PPD organised an exposure study for Dr
Mohammad Rera Ashgari, DG, International
Affmrs and Specunlised Crppnisations Buresu,
Ministry of Jihad-e-Agriculiure, LR, Iran who
made a visit to Koral urban slum m Mohakali!
Banani under Dhaka district on 10 March 2013,
He was keen to see vanious mral development and
poverty  alleviation  programmes,  using
participatory methodology like that of BRAC, one
of the largest NGOs of Bangladesh, during his 55 . .
visit tp CIRDAP, Bangladesh, BRAC non-formal primary school

During this wvisit he observed the microfinance operation, spoke to borrowers and visited
micro-enterprises, a non-formal primary school and & Delivery Centre where BREAC provides maternal
and neonatal services to women. He also visited BEAC headquartess to atiend a video presentation on
BRAC's activities, Korail is one of the largest shums in Bangladesh and s located just opposite the
BRAC Head Office in Dhaka. Most of the people who live in Korail slum have moved 1o the cily from
some of the poorest parts of Bangladesh such as Jamalpur and Kishorganj. Korail covers an arca of
around 100 acres and 1s home fo almost 30,000 residents,

Microfinance progeamme bormowers, most of whom are women, use the loans o engage in various
Income penerating activities to build a livelihood for themselves and for their families, BRAC bnings
collateral free credil and savings services o the doorsteps of the landless poor.

It was very interesting for the visitor to sce non-formal primary education programme, which provided a
second chance fo children who dropped out from a formal school system or never enrolled. The pre-primary
school programime is @ prepare underprivileged children for mainstream primary school entry,

Dr. Asghan showed a keen interest in BRAC s Health Programme, which promoies a broad concept of
health among disadvantaged communities through o combination of preventive, curative, rehabilitative
and promotional health services. Healthcare interventions have been an integral aspect of BRAC's
holistic approach to development, In view of this infegrated programme activities, he opined that
would be useful to share the same experiences with his colleagues (o replicate some of the same
interventions in LR, Iran.

Actipn Research Projects Fizited by Defepate from Lac PR

CIRDAF arranged an exposure study visit of best practices on rural development and poverty alleviation
through various agricultural activitics for Dr. Chay Bounphanouxay, Director of Agriculture Research
Institution, Lao PDR. In the programme CIRDAP arranged various field visits to see different models
of sction rescarch/pilot projects. This included meny field visits to different institutions, research
centers and also many technical meetings, Some of the salient features were:

Seed Enterprise

An exposure visit was armanged with CCDB (an NGO for Dr. Chay, so that she could see seed activitics
in Shibaloy, Manikgan) m consultation with Mahbubul Islam, Development Policy Advisor Dunng the
vigit the rural women were found to be cnergetic and very enthusiastic and happy to be engaging
themselves to be the representatives of the community in CCDB’s effort on the sced progarmme. Dr.

—— |




Chay was impressed and appreciated that CCDB made this indtiative o introduce ils ovwn brand of seeds
by using poor rural women,

Rural Development Academy

Dr. Chay also vigited Rural Development Acaderyy (RDA) in Bogre, Bangladesh, CIRDAP proposed
that RDA and Agriculture Research Instiution, Lao PDE may take the initiative to identify the areas of

muiual cooperation on sharing the besi practices on rural development and poverly allevialion of
Bangladesh to Lao PDR and vice-versa through a memorandum of understanding.

There was also a video presentation on RDA faculty strengths and various activities with a special
focus on low-cost deep tube well models and Mobile Plant Clinde and Apriculture demonstration
project for Dr. Chay,

Rural Plant Clinic

Dr. Chay had a chance 1o be exposed o the Eural
Plant Clinic at Radhanagor where they interacted &
with Aunguvara Begum, Crop Dector and Union |
Parighad Member, who was assisted by Mahmuda
Bepum, Sister of Crops clinic. Many farmers of
the Tocality often come 10 see the plant doctor and
get  their damaged crops and  vegetsbles
prescribed, that are damaged by diseazes. The
dociors keep a reference book on plant treatment,
and the objective of the Rural Plant Clinic is to
develop 8 community owned rural plant climc
modiel for Bangladesh. Three Rural Plant Clindcs
{HPC) have been set up in 8 Union named Amrool A mural plant cliric

on an experimental basis, BEach of the RPC is providing plant health service to the farmers of the
surrounding 6-8 villages. The clinics are being set up in the premiscs of clected women members of the
Linion Parishad who had undergone an infensive training on how to organise, run and maintain simple
but effective community run Plant Clinics. RPCs are providing written prescription to the farmers for
solving therr plant health problems. After a considerable period, a nominal fee will be charged to run the
clinics in a seff-susizinable manner. Initially, RDA is providing fechnical back-up incleding regular
training, monitoring, manual development, promotional activity, and finally, RDA intends to establish
linkages between RPCs and national plant protection labs,

Women in Seed Entrepreneurship (WISE)

Dr. Chay shared that women of Lao PDE wers
alsp involved in agriculture as well as seed
production, but they did not have sccess to this
kind of iraining. She interviewed some old WISE
- members  about  their seed production and
¢ maintenance of seed quality.

She was delighted to see the smiling faces of the rural
women who had contributed a lot to the national GDEP

of Bangladesh through seed production and markeling.
She was surprised that the rural illiterate women
could easily produce quality seed after receiving
training. She commented that it was an excellent

o i 4R
L Chay with wamen traieees from BFESE Group s
Cingrmpucr il Boygre replicable model throughout the world, where simiiar
socio economic conditions prevailed to improve the socioeconomic conditions of rural women and to
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empower them — which also helps in food secunity. She hoped o replicate this business model from
Rural Development Academy in Lao PDE.

Alternative Energy: Biogas Project

Action research BDA has developed a new model named
Community Biogas Model (capacity of 100-150 m' P8U
dipester), aiming to deal with emenging enenry crises in & 2
the couniry. /
This model can solve the energy crisis for the rural
areas of Bangladesh. Dr. Chay was very inferested
about 1t From iis earlicst, beginnings some people
used personal biogas plant for cooking purposes only. .

Bt this mew model helps for waste management as well a8 Commmaity Slogar Model being exploined

a spurce of altemate encrgy in cooking, generation of power as well as CNG Conversion and production of
best quality organe fertilizer. In M, during load shedding the community used generators operated by
biogas to produce electricity, This environment friendly bio-gas model is creating a great opportunity for
improving the livelibood of the rural populations.

Model on Integrated Water Management

Integrated Water Manapgement (W) i5 an action research model, which generates its activities in an
interactive way e.g. drinking water and waler supply in nursery, catile rearing as well a8 irrigation waler
supply ete. Dr, Chay visited the multipurpose, low-cost decp mbe well at Mahastan, Shibganj, Bogra
and discussed various issues on water user groups with Mr. Shahjahan, the president of the group, and
its beneficiaries, She also visited some houses of beneficiaries to phserve the ways in which they were
benefiting from the project. Earlier the crop productivity was low as there was no scope of imigation, as
well as no safe water supply 1o housebolds. It also created many water borme disesses among (he
children, women and elderfy people. But with this project introduced by RDA, community people were
able to solve their various problems on hypiene and food secumty;

Management of Fishing Ports in Partnership with Local Communities
Pilot Projects Division (PPD), CIRDAP in

| ;o -» o . : p ,
[ p E 02 eollaboration  with Agriculture  Planning
. Woek ahup sn Economic and Rural Development Rescarch
. A Managsment and Maintesancest Fishing Py sad Institute (APERDRI} and Organisation of

\ Lengpline Fishing i Partoeraip with Local Commanicis

Jihad-c-Agriculture of Hormozgan Province,
B 1. R Irmn organised a workshop on
“Managemnent and Maintenance of Fishing
Ports and Longline Fishing in Pannership
with Local Communities”, 8-11 October
2013 in the port city of Bandar Abbas, Iran.
About 57 participants attended from different
organisations like Fishery Department,
Bcssigrasl s cif et ey Fishery and Fishermen cooperatives, Fishery

g Unions, Fishing Port Departiment and eto.
The resource person was Mr. Chandra Shekar Betgeri (rid), former Director of Central Institute
of Coastal Engimeening for Fishery (CICEF), India. He 15 on expert on fishery harbowur with 37
yvears of experiences on port designing and management. The programme was sponsored by
*Fishermen Cooperatives™.

The workshop was inaugurated by Mr, Salehi, head of the Organisation of Jihad-e- Agniculiure of
Hormozgan Province under the ministry of Jihad-e- Agniculture, 1. R, Tran, While he was thanking
CIRDAP for organising the workshop he also requested CIRDAP to help them with other issues
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mostly on long line fishing systems and tropical fruit plantation and processing. He also mentioned
that the fishermen cooperatives were very active in the province. He added that the province had a
strong potential for fishing as it has 1400 km coast lines with the Persian Gulf and the Oman Sea. [t
also bosts 22 fishing ports and 39 discharging centies,

At the end of the workshop, there was 2 session to prepare the action plan. The long-term goals in
mansgement and maintenance of fshery barbours were: a) Protection of the current natural resources;
b) Job creation and income generation for vouth; and ¢) Protection of sea against pollution,

At the workshop the above goals were discussed as future plans on Manngement of Fishing Ports in
Partnership with Local Communities,

With reference to future plans, the workshop had a discussion on fighting against illegal fishery which
was treated as the most important ilem by the participants, and changing from tradifional fishing
methods to modern methods. Children from these areas should leam about fishing and fishery issues as
the workshop hod indicated that the next generation should leam more on practical issues related to their
future professions, such as sailing and fishing, The discussions also included aquaculiure and freshwater
fishery development and management. It was considered that protecting natural resources wore
imperative, Establishmg auction halls m fishery harbours, organising raming courses for managers of
harbours and fishermen, and establishing refrigerators for fizh storage were necessary to fight against
the monopoly business of brokers or middle men where fishermen did not get a fair price. Also, it was
understood that fshermen should get access to inputs of the fzhing profession in low and the right
prices from fishery harbours, In this respect private investment should be encouraged with policy
support. The team also visited one of the fishing ports, namely Kong Port which 15 under management
of & cooperative,

Establishing health centers in fishery harbours including constructing bathrooms, barbershops for
fishermen are also necessary, There were further discussions on considering the vote of fishermen
cooperatives for appointing top managers in fishery and the Ministry of Agriculture like other sectors of
pgriculiure.

Alzo, providing fishermen with machines and services that included a reliable guaraniee was deemed to
be necessary. It was advised that the environment should be taken seriously, opting for approaches such
s decreasing the ses pollution by vessels, use of plastic nets eic,

At the end it was suggested that training and exposore visits from CIRDAP Member Countries should
further strengthen the cooperatives. It can be organised for at least two groups of ten fishermen
addressing: a) Long ling fishery and harbour management; and b) Regular preparation and propagation
of informative bookiets and magarines to update fishermen.

Biogas Energy for Community Development

B CIRDAP under the MolU with NAM CSSTIC,
Indonesia for conducting joint programmes under
South-South Cooperation nominated 5. M. Ferdous
— Hosamn, Deputy General Manager, SMESPD, und
| =5 Shah Md. Waheeduzzaman, Deputy Director,
GBCSED of Bangladesh Bank, Head office, Dhaka
and Mr. Rowshan Jadeed, Senior Vice President and
head of SME Department, Trust Bank to the
International Troning Programme on Biogas Energy
for Community Development conducted in Solo,
Indonesia, 22-29 October. These officials attended the

A

Fleld wisit i hlo-gas production plant programme, Trusi Bank is supporting biogas energy in
Bangladesh and its representative in the programme made a presentation and discussed issnes during the
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Training

HRegional Programmes

CIRDAP - NIRD Collnborative Intematicnal Traming Programme on
“Sustainable Rural Livelihoods™

= CIRDAP — NIRD Collahorative International Training Programme on

“Results Based Management: Performance Indicators, Monitoring and
Ewvaluation™

CIRDAF = NIRD Collaborative Internationn! Training Progmme on Geo-
Informatic Applications in RD for Sharing Innovative & Best Practices {GIS)

= CIRDAF - NIRD Collaborative Inermational Training Programme on [nformution

and Communication Technology (1CT) Application for Rural Development
Regional Workshop on “Sufficiency Philasonby and tee Mew Theory™

CIRDAP -~ MRED Colloborative "Tining Programme on Rural ICT
Transformation: Bridging the Digital Divide”

= Intermational Trainmg Programme on Promotson of SMEs
Study-cum-Exposare Visits

[AS Officers Debegation Visit CIRDAP

Diplema Programme

Post Grradunte Diploma Programme in Rural Development Manngement (6%
Batch 2013-14)

|
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The Traimmg Diviston 18 one of the earlier divisions established by CIRDAP after its creation in 1979,
Az a regional organization designed to provide technical support and promote infegrated rural
development in the region, it 15 logical that among the first activities o be faken upon would be &
training support to CIRDAP Member Countries (CMCs) in the area of intégrated niral development.
In the early yvears of its operation, the training programmes were basically geared towards advancing
the cause of IRD, its concept and strategies. It moved on to provide training in the areas of general
planning, monitoring - and evaluation, project analysis, traming methodologies and training
management, By 1990, CIRDAFP training fook up other concerns such as disaster management,
environment, gender 1ssues, participatory approaches in planning, POPMAP application, and
micro-credit, In recent years Training Division focused its concern on areas such as: Information and
Commumication Technology (1CT), Geopraphic Information System, Watershed Programmes, Good
Governance, Bole of Local Government in Service Delivery for Poverly Alleviation, Rural
Technology, Rural Livelihoods for Sustainable Development, ete.

During the year 2013, as in the previous year, with the financial support from the Government of
india, four regional traming programmes were camed out i collaboration with MIRD, Hyderabad,
India in three CMCs, namely, Indonesia, Bangladesh and India, Besides, CIRDAP organised a
workshop in Thailend with the fmancial suppori from the Roval Tha Government and a traming
programme in Malaysia with the financial support from the Gowvernmend of Malaysia. During this
period, the Government of Indonesia, NAM CS5TC and SOCSEA supported CIRDARP in organising
training programmes in Indonesia.

5
|

Regional Programmes

CIRDAP — NIRD Collaborative International Training Programme on “Sustainable
Rural Livelihoods™

Rural Development has been high on the national agenda of the majority of countries in the
Asig-Pacific region smce a vast magority of the population lives in rural areas and m poverty. Hence, it
iz & challenging task for policy makers to address the problem of poverty alleviation and providing
livelihoods to the rural poor. It has also been observed that apart from vanous problems of rural areas,
rural livelihoods have emerged as & very critical issue for the policy planners and consequently several
PrOgrammes are in vogue.

Livelihood is about the ways and means of ‘making a living". It comprizes the capahilities, assets and
activities required for a means of vimg. It is also about creating and embracing new opportunities.
The concept and framework of sustainable rural livelihood has emerged from the 19805 and evolved
from perspectives on poverty, participation and sustainable development. The approach is quite broad
and covers various mpwts-. which has several ramifications.

..-'

Undoubtedly, land 15 a fundamental
livelihood asset and dependency of the
rural poor i5 mere on sgricultere, but,
due 10 decreasing productivity and other
reasons, it 15 not as profitable as it
involves varigus risks and limitations,
Thus, there is a need to diversify income
of rural households, they should rely on
multiple activities fo generaie income.
In the present confext, it is [0 examing
_and understand concepiual framework of
rural livelihoods, its various approaches
% . and modules, processes and factors that
Divenssion during the iraining programme affect rural livelihoods among CMCs.
This trainimg programme provided an opportunity to explore government policies end programmes and
analyse analytical framework and best practices among CMCs.
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The broad objectives of the programme are:

* To familiarise with the policy framework and programmes among the member countrics for
poverty alleviation and sustmmability of the rural development 1o address hvelibood opportunitics
in rural arcas;

= To discuss the concept, approaches of the Sustainable Rural Livelihoods and relate with the
socio-economic sctivities;

= To copfextualise and snalyse the major econocame, socal, culiural and resource based issues
affecting rural people in achicving sustainzbic livelihoods; and

= To share and identify best practices for possible adaptation and replication,

The training programme on " Sustainable Rural Livelihoods™ was designed to provide the participants
wilh a deeper and praciical understanding of the complexities of susiainable rural livelihood in the
CMCs in particular, and in the region as a whaole. The pmg]mn:u.muﬁmmtnnﬂp.limhmw]mdg:
and to share experiences between the CMCs. [t was designed in such & way that the participanis had
the opportunity to gain hands-on knowledge on the subject in the class room as well as in the field.

The programme was jointly organised by CIRDAP and the National Institute of Rural Development
(NIRD) at NIRD, Hyderabad, India. There were 21 participants in this programme from Bangladesh,
India, Indonesia, Fiji, Lao PDE, Malaysiz, Nepal, Philippines, Sa Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam. The
programme was inaugurated by Dr. M.V, Rao, Director General, NIRD on 3 January 2013, In his
inaugural speech DG, NIRD welcomed the participants from CMCs and hoped that they would learn
mnovative models of liveliboods in India which would enable them to apply those in their respective
countries, He thanked CIRDAP for taking the initiative to organising this imporiant training
programme. He also thanked the Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India for their
penerous financial support for the programme,

The evaluation of the programme h}' the participants revealed that it was very usecful for the
functionaries in the rural development and poverty alleviation sector and recommendations were made
to organise this type of training programme in future, too, The participants hoped that by offering this
kind of training programmes by CIRDAP, the member countries of CIRDAP would be able to achieve
their developmental efforts.

The participanis of the programmes in their remarks appreciated the mitiative of CIRDAP and NIRD
and they very much apprecizted the goodwill gesture by the Government of India for funding the
tramning programme,. The programme was coordinated by Dr. 8.E. Singh, Director, Training Division,
CIRDAP and Dr. K.P. Rao, Head - CSERE, NIRDD.

CIRDAP - NIRD Collaborative International Training Programme on “HResulis Based
Management: Performance Indicators, Monitoring and Evaluation™

The programme wias very imporiant for
& = CMCs as there is & necessity o develop
proper Monitoring and Evalustion (M&E)
tools, and to effectively monitor progress
and take collective action. The CIRDAP
Technical Commities suggested
developing the capacity of rural
development functionaries, particularly
* by understanding the M&E tools.

. The major concern was to  have
sustainable rumml livehhoods improve
quality of life and growth, and achieve
the MDGs. To have a betler appreciation,
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almost all donor agencies have developed their own tools, methods and focus, relevant 1o M&E. In the
context of echieving the Millennium Development Goals, the role of monitoring and evaluation {in its
variows form and methods) bes become an imporiant aspect of national policy. Mew methodologies
like participatory monitoring and gvaluation, IFADs results and impact management system in a log
frame analysis, the World Bank's monitoring assessment bools for environment, elc. are all examples
of growing concerns in effectively monitoring the programmes in poverty alleviation, MIDGs, etc.

In this context, the following objectives are sl for the iraining programme:

1) To develop & logical framework for pre-and-post project effects and impacts, both direct/indirect
and social’economic factors;

2) To cnhance the capebilitics of the development functionaries/project managers to identify and
develop performance indicators;

3) To improve the trainpes’ ability to identify, collect and analyse relevant data on various
performance indicators,

The major contents of the programme were: participatory monitoring and evaluation; results

management, results and impact assessment; logical framework and indicalors - project design;

development of project indicators; data collection and analysis; management by performance and

momionng,; poverty and envitonmental assessment; couniry case experiences, élc,

The expected output of the raning programme was o gain pragmatic understandmg of result based
monitering and evaluation and to acquire knowledge-sharing of best practices in alleviating poverty in
the region.

The programme was orgamsed by CIRDAP at Jakarta, Indonesia on 4=13 March 2013 in collaboration
with the Mational Institute of Rural Development (NIRD), Hyderabad, India; Ministry of Home
Affwirs, Government of Indonesia. There were 21 participants from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Fiji,
India, Indonesia, Iran, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Mepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka,
Thailand and Vietnarn,

At the Inaugural Session of the
International Training Programme, the
welcome remarks were made by Mr.
Gunawan, Head of the Cenire for
Administration of Forcign
Cooperation, Secretariat General
Ministry of Home Affairs of the
Republic of Indonesia, Mr, Gunawan
expressed his gratitude to CIRDAP for
entrusting the Minisity of Home
Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia to
co-hosi  this  imporiant  tradning
programmes. He also conveyed his
appreciation to the Government of
India, especially to the Ministry of Field visit to Banding Comsaniny Centre

Rural Development for supporting and

funding assistance and the Mational Insitute for Rural Development (NIRD)} in making the
training programme possible. He mentioned (hat the amm of the programme was 1o shate different
counfries’ experiences on results based management. Since there are many common and different
policies as well as methodological issues in resulis based management among different countries,
It is thus through soch training programmes that a good opportunity arises to share the best
knowledge and experiences, Mr. Gunawan hoped that participation in this iraining programme
would greatly contribute to the application of the results based management i the respective
CMCs,
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At the end of the training programme thers was an evaluation of the propramme and most of the
participants mentioned that they had enjoyed the training programme and gained valeable knowledge
fo sharpen their performance m their respective working field. Thers was also a sugpestion by the
participants to the organisers that similar training programmes should continue for the benefit of
CMCs. The progamme was coordinated by D Vasanthi Bajendran, Director, Training Division a1 and
Dr, B. Chakravarty, Professor and Head, Center for Micro Planning, NIRD, India.

CIRDAF ~ NIRD Collaberative International Training Programme on Information and
Communication Technology (1CT) Application for Rural Development

CIRDAP, in its efforts to assist (he
countries of the Asia-Pacific ragion in
promoting sustainable rural
' ! development, has been pursuing
AP Cotlsbumiis inpsrneonil Trassiey Programme x activities that can create mechanisms
information and Communication Technology SN for integration of human and
Applications for Rural Development institutional ~ dimensions  with
31 March - Aguri? 2013 d technological  innovations. With
| increasing acceptance and application
of ICT in management and planming
of tural developmeni programmes
and projeciz in many couniries, it
0 would be mutuslly beneficial for the
countries in the Region to identify
innovative  approaches.  These
Inauguration af the programne technologies can play a vital role in
managing natural resources, the environment, as well as effectively targeting these policies to combat
social isswes and share mutual concemns, It is against this background that CIRDAF, in collaboration
with the National Institute of Rural Development (MIRDY), Hyderabad, India orgamsed the traiming
programme al CIRTIAP Headgquarier, Dhaka, Bangladesh, in its newly constrcted 1CT Cenire from 31
March to 9 Aprl 2013, The programme was attended by nineteen participants from 14 CIRDAP
Member Countries namely, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Fiji, India, Indonegia, [ran, Lao PDR, Malavsia,
Myanmar, Wepal, Pakistan, Philippines, S0 Lanka, end Vietnam in addition to the experts drawn from
India and Bangladesh, The paricipants wera senior level policy planners, implementers and
committed to actions or accepiance of follow-up responsibility.

Background of the Programme

India has pioneered the apphcation of [nformation and Comrmumication Technologres (1CT) in varous
sectors in the economy and developed numercus innovative [T and 1T enzbied services and created
great economic development in the world. The Indian ICT industry has operations m all parts of the
world and has contributed substantially to the national economy; these ICT applications can be shared
with the developing world m the CIRDAP Member Countries. The Indian ICT experience has besn
very usefiul to the member countries in their efforis at agriculiural and rural development,

The ICT applications for rural development in India have gained global recopmtion snd every country
in the Agia Pacific region has been looking forward to stedy the success stories and best practices,
Whether it is “Gyandoot” in Dhar district connecting the rural cyber-cafes catering to the needs of the
rural masses or the e-Chopals or e-Seva or the Bhoomi or CARD Projects, a model solution
framework for electronic povernance inifiatives 15 available,

Ve ORGP prrirs, BRaa™  isigiegash

Application of ICT in Rural Development in CIRDAP Region

The Asian tigers along with couniries like Malaysia, Theiland and Vietmam, have made great strides n
the devetopment of ICT applications and many lessons can be leamni from these countries - which have
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contributed to their economic power. There are evolving ICT models in other countries in the CIRDAP
region which could be shared among the countries for leaming lessons, policies and programmes for
greater economie development.

The internet web technologies are making the whole world a smaller place and assisting fast
communication among countries, this s providing opportumties for IT and ITES employment
opportunitics, business and cconomic activitics,

The applicstions of successful fools are m the realm of knowledge and mformation availablity to the
general public. In spite of key challenges like rules, access to information, infrastructure, skills and
awareness, coordination, ., some countries, specially India, are surging ahesd to bring IT to the
door steps of villagers. Examples like, community marketing information; landholding pass books
(MPY a cluster of 70 villages (Warna) wired to provide agnicultural, meshical, educational etc.
information and for milk marketing, BHOOM]I project (in AF); community information centers
(Kuppam), for government = citizen interface are great experiments for sharng of experiences and
encouraging them for better delivery of mural services, This would encourage others to move from
islands of success to widespread adoption, This is a sure way of imtermting rursl areas with the
globalisation processes and encouraging rural people to integrate themsclves into 3 new market
approach and schieve MDGs.

The objectives of the training programme Wwere i

*  [Examime the lmkapges between policy and practice mn development, particularly in rural
development, among the CMCs, and review the current use of the ICT in rural development;

»  ldentify the potential areas whene ICT related applications can play an effective role;

*  Strengthen the networking mechanism amang the institutions in the region, address their common
mural development issues and promote information sharmg for South-South cooperation;

»  Showcase some important case studics on application of the ICT in specific sectors such &= health,
primary education, sgricubture and e-povernince for dissemination af the reglonal bevel; and

*  Strengthen capacity building cifors of CMCs through Training.

The programme was nawgirated by Dr Cecep Effendi, Director General, CIRDAP. The maugural
session was aleo addressed by Dr. P. Satish Chandra, Head and Associate Professor, Centre for
Information Technology, NIRD, Hyderabad, Indis; and Dr. Vasanthi Rajendran, Director .., Training
Division, CIRDAP,

The programme was a mx of
theoretical information and practical
sessions apart from the feld visits,
The main Programme ATas Wwere
focused on ICT application for niral
development in the Asia-Pacific;
e-governance, information sharing,
gitizen interface, role of ICT in
agrieultural projects; ICT application
for education, rural comnectivity and
service delivery; ICT applications —
Bangladosh Experience; CGrameen
Projects for Rural Poor in |
Bangladesh; Project Management

Techniques; e-povernunce experience
:Emugﬁﬁﬂﬂ el visie Yo Ui Infirwsastcn Svvlce Censre (ULFC), Narayanganf
Telemedicine; Significance of Date Centre; Geo-Spatial applications in rural development; ICT in
citizen centric services; ICT mitiatives for niral masses and other allied areas in the CIRDAP region.
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The participants were taken to Geld studies 1o Baradi Union-Parishad Information Service Centne
{UISC) of Marayanganj District. A brief discussion was held with Baradi Union Parishad
Chairman and the parficipants observed the UISC activities. The Government of Bangladesh
declared a vision of Digital Bangladesh by 2021 fo ensure ICT services at peoples’ doorstops.
UISCs commonly offer three fypes of services: government services, information services and
commercial services, Government Scrvices include Online Birth Registration, different types of
govermment forms, government circulars and notices, online universilty admission, examination
results, population census data entry, citizenship certificate and citizen charter of Union Parishad.
Information Services include agriculture, health, education, law & human rghts, fourism,
environment and disaster management, science & technology, industry & commerce and
employment. All these livelibood information are provided by MNational e-Tethyekosh [MNationsl
e-Content Repository) which has online {(www infokosh bangladesh gov.bd) and offline {CD¥)
versions. Commercial services, like m-Banking (Mobile Banking), life insurance, English
learning, computer training, intermet browsing, cmail, printing, scanning, composing, photocopy,
laminating, data entry, pholography, phone call, Mexi load, mobile ringlone download, video
show, video conference, projector rent, passpori & visa processing, height and weight
measurement, blood pressure measurement, soil test, arsenic test etc. are available. The
participanis also visited Sonargaon Lok Shilpa Jadughar (Peoples” Handicraft Moscum).

The Valedictory Session was held at the newly built ICT Centre of CIRDAP. HLE, Mr. Pankaj Saran,
High Commissioner of India to Bangladesh was the Chief Guest and Dr. M.V, Rao, Director General,
NIRD, was the Special Guest,

DG, CIRDAP in his speech mentioned that the newly built ICT Centre will contribute immenscly
o the CMCs for development of CMCs people. He expressed his gratiiude to the Ministry of Rural
Development, Government of India for CIRDAF — NIRD collaborative infernational traming
programmes. DG, NIED mentioned that collaboration with India through NIRD will continue, He
reminded that NIRD played & key role in establishing this ICT Centre. He opined that older
methods of monitoring end evaluation have pone and now il is very easy 10 BCCess grassrools
through ICT, for transforming the information for development. He thanked DG, CIRDAP and the
participanis from CMCs.

H.E. Mr. Pankaj Saran, High Commissioner of India to Bangladesh and the Chief Guest of the
valedictory session mentioned thal rural development faced similar challenges in the countries of
the region. He hoped enhanced cooperation among CMCs between representing countries, with
maone or less gimilar economies will contrbute immensely. He assured his government's Tull
suppart towards CIRDAP and affirmed to continue all manners of support, He mentioned that
budget of rural development of the povernment of India is the second largest after defense. This
means that the government of Indiz has decided that & bulk of its tax payers’ moncy will be
invested in rural development. He stated that India has & large rural secior as well as a large
population, and if India can link wp these sectors, there should be no difficulty. Development
ghould be in rural areas and not only in urban areas. He stressed on the fact that the ICT empowers
the woakest of the weak in rural areas and wished CIRDAP success in the training programme, and
later awarded certificates to the participants.

Dr. Vasanthi Rajendran, Director a.i., Trianing Divigion, CIRDAP proposed a vote of thanks. She
especially thanked the Chief Guest and the Special Guest of the valediclory session for their valuable
support in making the programme useful to all CMCs.

All the participants thanked the organisers for sharing new knowledge that would be very useful 1o the
individuals, as well as to their countries. The programme was cordinated by Dr. Vasanthi Rajendran,
Director, Training Division a.d, CIRDAP and Dr. Satish P. Chandrma Head of the Center for Information
Technology, NIRD, India.
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Regional Workshop on “Sufficiency Philosophy and the New Theory™

The Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, Government of Thailand in collaboration with
CIRDAP organised the above workshop in Thailand during 16-20 September 2013. The workshop
commenced from 17 September 2013 with an inauguration session, Dr. Vasanthi Rajendran, Director
a.i., Training Division, CIRDAP, made a brief presentation on the Sufficiency Philosophy and the
Mew Theory and explained the modalities of the 3-day workshop. She mentioned that this was
the third programme of such kind of workshops in & series which started n 2008, that wis being
organised by the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, Government of Thailand, which has
bencfited the rural development functionaries from the other CIRDAP Member Countrics
(CMCs), She highlighied the fact that the entire 3-day workshop was field based with hands-on
experience on how the Sufficiency Philosophy and the New Theory was being actually
implemented in Thailand, This would provide the participants from CMCs the opporiunity to
grasp the process and adapt and replicate it in their own country.

The Chairperson of the inaugural session of the
workshop was Mr. Chalit Damrongsak, Secretary
Cemeral, National FAQ Commitiee, Ministry of
Apriculture and Cooperatives, Government of
Thailand, welcomed the participants from CMCs
and informed that the (overnment of Thailand was
gharing its best practices on Sufficiency Philosophy
+ amd the NMew Theory with CMCs, He then declared
the workshop open. Dr. Cecep Effendi, Direcior
General, CIRDAP, in his speech expressed that
Thailand has made great sirides in  the
development of marketing its rural products. The
markets in other South-East Asian countries are
flooded with Tha: rural products which are in
great demand, The reasons for the high demand of Thai rural products were their high quality products
and very good packaging. There is a lof of leaming that the other CMCs need to imbibe from this kind
of success of Thailand, He thanked the Government of Thailand for providing the opportunities o the
other CMCs to leamn from its best practices namely, Sufficiency Philosophy and the New Theory.

After the inaugural session the participants were taken to Luk Pradabos Agricultural and Development
Centre, where there was a presentation on Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy and the New Theory.
Delegates were then taken to demonstration areas, namely, rice farms, pisciculture and fingerlings
production centre, the ponds where water for imgation is dream from. On Day-2 the delegates visited
Wal Mongkol Chaipattana Area Development Project where a presenfation was made on how the
foundation was implementing a project involving 150 farmers in and around the project arca. The
presemfation explained how the farmers were trained on the different aspects of Philosophy of
Sufficiency Economy and the NMew Theory and the support they got from the foundation to practice
the Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy and the New Theory, The farmers were trained on: making
the pond o the level of four feet in depth; the maintenence of the livestock of the farms; and methods
of growing vegetables and fruits in their fields along with rice cultivation. The delegates then visited
the demonstration plots, ponds, nurseries and nce milling unit, where paddy husk is removed through
simple machines and packed through air tight methods,

On Day-3 the participants from CMCs made their presentations on the Best Practices of their
respective couniries. Bangladesh made a presentation on the innovative initiatives undertaken by
Rural Development Academy (RDA), Bogra. The presentation highlighted the best practices of RDA
swch as Low-cost DTW (Barehele) and its Multipurpose use for Sustainable Development; Efficient
use of Water Resources for Agnicultural Production in Bangladesh; Community Bio-Ges Plant for
Prodaction of Renewable Energy and Organic Fentiliser in Bangladesh, Multi-Storied Agriculture with
Saolar Power Imigation, eic.
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The delegate from India made a presentation on National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM) under
whech the Government of [ndia 18 providing fraining to people below poverty ling and through this
training empowering them 1o have better livelihood options. Lap FDR made a presentation on rural
development in Laos which highlights core poverty alleviation or social developmeni-focused rural
development. The main focus of rural development in Lan PDR was infrastructure development;
social welfare, food security; éstablishing social factors and production; clean water, school, health
care and grassroots governance,

The Malaysian participant, in his presentation, focused on the rural and regional development eflfoms
of the Government of Malaysia. In his presentation various types of agencies engaged in rural
development in Malaysia, such as, FELCRA Berhad which plays a key role in ibe development of
rural smallholder lands into productive plantation land a8 & means to uplift the socio-economic status
of the ruml populations, was mentioned. The Institule of Bural Advancement (INFEA); Depatment of
Orang Asli (JAKOA), Community Development Department (KEMAS), Development Authority of
Kelantan Selatan (KESEDAR); Development Authority of Terengganu Tengah (KETENGAH);, Eedah
Regional Development Authority (KEDAY; Development Authority of Johor Tenggara (KEJDRA); Rubber
Industry Smaoll Holder Development Authority (RISDA); Mujlis Amanah Rakyat (MARA) was responsible
For encouraging and fecilitating social and economic development in rural aress. The participant from
Myanmar presented & project briefl on the affected areas by Cyclone Nargts in 2009 ot Kadonkand Village
in Bogalay Township in Myanmar. The project was initiated by Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri
Sinndhom of Thalend who recognizsed the imporiance of promoding knowledge-based sociely and
economic development and who gracefilly wished a cooperation project to be undertaken to construct a
shelier that could be used as a school for people in Kadonkani village of Bogalay Township who were
affected by Cyclone Nargis in 2009 as well a8 to help improve their quality of lifie.

The participant from  Philippines made &
presentation on a project called “An Experience
of the Indigenous Peoples’ Organisation, the
Epimphany Mult-Purpose Cooperative (EMPC)”
In her presentation i was menbooed thal the
Technical Assistance to EMPC  incluoded 0
Organisational Assessment, Capability Building
to  Officers and Members, Membership
Development, Resource Development & Network

l ,
Management and Review and Formulation of F
Svatems and  Procedures.  Consullative i
mechanisms were installed by the Cooperative i

through the general assembly and product
launching to determine the members” needs and "

inform the current plans and services. The main e proceasing within the farm

feature of the project was to address the cooperative’s lack of capacity for project feasibility study and
proposal preparation, DAR and Local-Based Parner Institulion conducted iraining on Project
Tdentification, Preparation and Appraisal. The Sri Lankan participant in her presentation highlighted a
project namely, Agro-village Development Model. The rationale of the project was ihal since
agricultural problems were interrelated, canses for marketing problems were related to the production
such ms over production, low quality and high production cost. Since problems were interrelated, many
projects were not sustainable, Increased production has no meaning if marketing is a problem.
Adoption of svstem approach is tecessary [or sustainable rural development instesd of plecemeal
approach. Rural development cannot be ensured anly from the agricultoral sector. Development of the
noo-farm sector 15 equally imporiant. Human resource development should be added to the
development process because attitude change is nocessary, Thailand made a8 presentation on One
Tambon One Product (OTOP), Thai presentation generated o lod of discussion.

The waorkshop came to an end with feedback from the participants where they expressed their gratitode
i both CIRDAP and the Government! of Thailand for facilitating this kind of exposure visil on
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Sufficiency Philosophy and the Kew Theory, The participants were happy with the arrangements of the
workshop because it was based on field visit which provided them with insights into the process of the
new theory, DG, CIRDAP concluded the workshop conveying 1o the delegates of the CMCs the fact that
CIRDAP was keen fo facilitate more of such practices of CMCs. For this he looked forward to the
cooperation from CMCs in lerms of arranging local logistics for the workshop and travel suppont for the
delegates that should be bome by the respective host countries. The programme was coordinated by Dr.
Vizanthi Rajendran, Director Training i, CIRDAP and Ms, Sifipein, Senior Policy and Plan Analysl.

CIRDAP - MRRD Collaborative “Training Programme on Rural ICT Transformation:
Bridging the Digital Divide™

The Asian region has travelled 2 long way in the application of Information and Communication
Technologies (ICT) in various sectors of ecomomy, particularly agriculiure, health, education,
e-governance ctc. India, Malaysia and Thailand among the CIRDAP Member Countries (CMCs) have
achieved substantial progress in ICT and contributed profoundly too the national development and
export of IT enabled services. These models can be shared with other countries in the CMCs. In this
comtexl, the Malavaian ICT experience is useful to its Member Countries of its peographical proximity
to bring science and technology to the miral areas, The successful Malaysian ICT applications in
agriculiure, health education, e-marketing, e-commerce, e-govemance, land records are making
headway n every country.

In view of thiz, with suppor! from the Ministry
of Rural and Regional Development (MRRD),
Government of Malaysia, a3 a kind of regional
cooperation gesture for sharing expenences on
Rural ICT between CMCs of Asia-Pacific,
organised the above mentioned training
programme  in  collaboration  with MERD,
Government of Malaysia and CIRDAP, was
being  organized at  Institube  of  Rural
Advencement (INFRA), Putrajava, Malaysia.
The programme was held for five days’ duration
from #-11 Ociober 2013,

Frevemtation on TCT for Rurel Communitines " iy O Alhin Feo e,
Dhinecior; Insnitute af Social infrmatics ond Techoologioal fnowitions

The programme started on 7 October 2013 with brief self-introductions by the participants. After this
Mr. Eddy Sahrizan Rusli of INFRA, Malaysiz explained to the pariicipenis the deiails of the
arrangements of the programme which were chalked out by the Ministry of Rural and Regional
Development (MRERD), Governmeni of Malavsia, The first plenary session was on “Rural
Development in Malaysia: Policies, Strategies, Challenges and Monitoring Mechanism™ by Dr.
Zulkhain Md. Dabalin, Professor of IT, College of Ans and Sciences, Universiti Utara Malaysia
(UUM). He discussed the policies and strategies of Rural Development in Malaysia. The second
sesaion of day one was on “Malaysia ICT Mational Policy™ by Dr. Hieda Haji Thrahim, Dean, School of
Computing, College of Arts and Sciences, Universiti Utara Malaysia (LIMM).

The second day of the programme entailed visits to the Ministry of Bural and Regional Developiment
(MERD), Government of Malaysia at Putrajaya. Duning the first half of the day there were two
seszions held ai MERD on “Mo One is Lefl Behind: Rural and Regional Development in Malaysia™
and "Mational Broadband Initiative - Bringing Connectivity fo the Mation™, The officers from Strategic
Planning Division and Community Empowerment and Infodesa Division of MERD explained the use
of ICT in MRRD, particularly for the well being of the people of Malaysia and development of
Malaysia. In the second half of Day-2, the participanis were faken o Cyberjayva to gel an insight and
hands-on experience about the BCT activities in Malaysia, After this there was a session on “MNational
Broadiand Initiative - Bringing Connectivity fo the Nation™ by the resource persons Mrom Malaysian
Commumnication and Muliimedia Commission (MOCMC).
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O the third day of the raining programme, the first session was on “ICT for Roral Communities”™ by
D, Alvin Yeo Wee, Director, Institute of Social Informatics and Technological Innovations, Liniversit
Malaysin Sarawak. Subsequently, there was a session on “Rural 1CT Development™ and the resource
persong were from ITL, ULM. After the lunch break there were country preseniations from the
participants which were shared with other fellow participants of different countries.

Om the fourth day of the programme & field visit was held and the participants went to Raub, Fahang,
where the officials from Community Empowerment and Infodess Division, MERD, puided and
explained to the participants about the ICT activities in Malaysia at rural and regional level, The
participants also visited Mini RTC at Pamah Kulat, Esub, Pahang. In the afternoon the participants
paid field visiis to an internet café and gained experience on "1 Malaysia Internet Centre and Wireless
Village™ at FELDA Lurah Bilut, Pahang. The resource person for this session was Ms. Zafe Faedlah
Abu Bakar, Deputy Director, Content Application Development Department, Rural Development
Division, Malaysian Commumcation and Muoltimedia Cormrmission (MCMC), Malavsia,

Om Day-3 there was a seszion on “Course Summary and Evaluation™ and in this session there were
resource persons from INFRA and MRRDD. After this session there was the Closing Ceremony and
Certificate digiribution to the pariicipants of the programme. On this occasion Dr. Cecep Effendi,
Dvrector General, CIRDAP, pave a brief speech. He mentioned that he had requested the H.E. High
Commissioner of Malaysia to Bangladesh to organise a training programme for the henefit of CMCs.
O her indbative, this mmportant training programme was organised by the Ministry of Rural and
Regional Development, Government of Malaysia in collaboration with CIRDAP. DG, CIRDAP
thanked the Government of Malaysis for this kind gesture and hoped that this kind of collaboration
hetween the member countries of CIRDAP would continue and the member countries would benefit
from this kind of initiatives. He also thanked the participants for attending this important training
programme and he hoped that they would apply their knowledge on retumning to their respective
countries, 3G, CIRDAP also mentioned that the Government of Malaysia would take the initative to
organise this iraining programme on 2 regular bagiz like the Government of India organises reguliar
training programmes: for the fonctionanes of developing countries. At the end of the traming
programme certificates were awarded to the participants.

CIRDAFP - NIRD Collaborative International Training Programme on “Geo-informatic
{GIS) Applications in Rural Development for Sharing Innovative and Best Practices™

15 1z proving as o very powerful spatial technolozy tool for understanding earth features, planming for
resource optimisation, generation of decision alteratives, real-time monitoring and & host of related
work, which has great potential in disaster management. The GIS 15 an accessible, affordable and easy
to use tool which has been applied widely m varipus projects and programmes in the couniry by GOs,
MNGOs, Research Organisations and International Bodies in disaster management.

In the recent past in India and some other Asian countries, Creographic Information System (GI5) has
emerged a5 an effective tool in designing rural development programmes, with focus on sustainable
poverty reduction and environmental consarvation, The recent trend is o move towards convergence
of Remote Sensing, Geographic Information System and Global Positioning System for better
managing the natural respurces and the environment for achieving economic and social goals. With
rapid advances, these technologies are now widely acoessible at affordable costs. The GIS, has already
created an enormous impact on virfually every field of activity that requires management and analysis
of spatially distmbuted data.

Objectives of the Training Programme
Specific

To smdy the Geo-informatics Best Practices, Filots, Projects and Programmes in India, and to
identify the potential areas where the GIS spplications can play a key role in CMCs, from

India’s experiences;
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= To exchange ideas and experiences in formulating and implementing the GIS technobogies,
assessing the feasibility of meeting the regional needs based on existing manpower, software,
hardware and data availability and assess the training needs and resource requirements ol the
CIRDAP country level;

AIRD - ST injaratanl Tiveg Pograrme oo

Frrticipeats of the (5 Programme
(zeneral:

= To promote effective networking among the relevant instiiutions in the countres of the region
and to address common challenges, mitigation and issues and promote information sharing and
[or South-South cooperation;

- To present case studies on application of the Geo-informatics in rural development, natural
resources, disaster management and governance and disseminate the same af the regionol level;
and

- To strengthen capacity building efforts of member countries through traming so a5 o accelerate
application of Geo informatics application in the region to achieve MDCs.

In the above coplexi, the CIRDAP - NIRD Collaborative Intemational Training Programme on
Cico-informatic (GI5) Applications in Rural Development for Sharing Innovative and Best Practices
was orgamised m collaboration with the National Institute of Rural Development (NIRD), Hyderabad,
India during 22-31 October 201 3. The programme was funded by the Ministry of Rural Development
(MeRD), Government of [ndia. There were 23 participants from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India,
Indonesia, Lao FDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Victnam. The
theoretical sessions of the programme was held al Geo-informatic Conference Hall of KIRD which is
equipped with one-person-one-computer facilities. Since the training programme was on GIS, hence
compuier with all kinds of hard and software facilities were available in the confirence hall, so thst
the participants could gain hands-on experience and insight in the realm of GIS application for
development of o country.

The programme started on the moming of 22 October 2013 with an informal inaugaration carried out
jointly by the Course Directors from CIRDAP and NIRD. Afterwards a self-introduction by the
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participanis followed by CIRDAP and NIED video show was held, The plenary sessions staried with
the session on Geo-informatics - Innovative and Best Practices in Rural Development in Asia Pacific
Eegion by Dr, V. Madhava Rao, Course Director from NIRD side for this programme, Accordingly as
per programme schedule there were sessions on GIS and other related issues taken by the resource
persons from C-GARD, NIRD. There were also resource persons from India who were very prominent
and knowledgeable on the subject. The topics covered in the training programme were:

*  Basics, Process and Application of Geographical Information Systems

= Quantum GI5 Software and itz Applications in Geo-referencing and Digitization

= -015:; Working with Attnbuote Data, Hands-on Querying, Lavout Preparation for the RD
Project Maps

¢ Global Positioning System (GPS) Principles, Concepts and Applications

= (oo Informatics in Forest Resource Management- Best Practices in Asia Pacific Region

¢ Geo-informatics and Best Practices in Agriculture on Asia Pacific Region

= Geo-informatics Applications in Disaster Management in South East Asia

*  Bhuvan - A Geoportal of [SRO; [is Use and Applications in Rural Development and Decentralized
Giovernance

¢ Geo-informatics Applications in Emerging Areas & Future Technologies- APIB, GPR, LIDAR |
Sensor and Maohike Technologies

Besides the above technical sessions of the iraining programme, there was s session on Country Paper
Presentation on the subject meatter of the programme by the participants from CMCs. This session was
chaired by Dr. M.V, Rao, IAS, Director General (D), NIRD, who spared his valuable time though be
had a very busy schedule. He observed the presentation of country papers from Afghanistan, Thailand
and Malaysia. In his remarks during the session, DG, NIRD mentioned that GIS, nowadays was very
impaortant for the planners, policy makers and development functionaries. This is a new developing
field in the world. He
reminded the participanis that ™
natural resources of the world
were  becoming  limited,
hence, evervbody should use
these limited resources inoa
planned and prudent manner,
and avoid wasting owr natural
resources. Effects of natural
dizasters like heavy rainfall,
Nood, drought, tsunami, etc.
may beo mitigated through
[orecasting and that 15 now
very easy by GIS, so people
can fake mecessary steps lo
challenge the differcnt types
of adverse situations. For
development of agriculture,
ithe f(armers should be Participast of the fadion Nevonal Centre for Infrmation Services
informed of the kinds of

mitigation they should take for better vield of crops. He cited (he example of Sowh Eorea, where
cxperts are monitoring food control dams from their offices. The experts control how much water
has to be released and how much is ulilised. In this process GIS is playing o major role, GIS can be
used in hilly arcas, or in deserts to take comrective steps since the forest arcas are decreasing day by
day. NIRD is working to train functionaries to build their capabilities in the feld of GIS. DG, NIRD
mentioned that this technology is being used at the village level, where gencral people would attain
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the benefits of this useful technology. Maps arc
currently used for development purposes.

As part of the programme, the participants werco
 taken to various institutions/organisations that
dealt with GIS. One of such organisation is
Indian Natiohal Centre for Ocean [nformation
Services (TNCOIS) at Ocean Valley, Pragathi
Magar, Nizamped, Hyderabad, The Government
of India has established INCOIS as a knowledge
and information lechnology enterprnise for the

oceanic realm.

: 2 The icipanis were taken to Bangalore and
D Mg S o1z iaind Mﬁ’fmﬁwmdm&mmm
stuchies were organised 10 expose the paricipants to various aspects of GIS melaled subjects and rural
development. The participants visited Karnatska State Remote Sensing Application Centre (KSRSAC)
which is a regional centre for Geo-informatics al Mysore, Al this centre the parficipanis were shown
by live demonstration, how remote sensing wes used for the purpose of education, health, agriculture,
ete. The participanis were keen o know every aspect of the demonstration and feli happy 1o learn fromm
the demonstrations. There were questions and answers during the session and the scientist who
demonstrated every sspect of remote sensing, replied 1o all of the queries of the paricipanis.

The participants then visited Roral Development and Self-Employment Training Institute (RUDSETT),
Hinkal, Mysore. The Director of the Institute Mr. B.J. Anenta Padmanabha explained the background,
aims, objectives and services of RUUDSETI. RUDSETT was established in 1982 with a unigue
initiative in miligating the problem of unemployvment which was taken jointly by Sr Dharmasthala
Majunatheshwara Educational Trost, Syndicate Bank and Canara Bank under the visionary leadership
of Dr, I Veerendra Heggade, Dharmadhikan of Dharmasthala,

The participants were interested to loamn about RUDSETI in detail, and the Director of the Institute
wils Eenerous in providing answers o the participants regerding whatever questions they had. The
participants then vizsited the campus of RUDSETT and interacted with a group of trainces who were
underpoing traming on computer repairing.  Director a4, Traming Division, CIRDAP, thanked the
Director of the Institate for their good initistive and services to the underprivileged class of the
society.

The participants were taken to Abdul Nazir Sab State Institute of Rural Development (ANS SIRD} at
Mysore, Mr. Bakhtiar KEhan, one of the senior faculty members of the instituie, briefed the delegation
about the functions of the institute. The main function 8 o train local government represcntatives
through wideo conferencing. It was mentioned how distant learning was effective through video
conferencing, and the impact it had in the improvement of society.

The participants visited (he Natiotial Bureau of Soil Survey and Land Use Planning (NBSS & LUP) at
Bangalore. Dv. Rajendra Hegde, Scnior Scicntist of MBES ELUP showed the participants different
kinds of s0il which is imporant o know for better vield of crops, The participanis were curious to
learn from Dr. Rajendra about soil related matters which NBSS & LUP were involved in. They also
visited GIS Lab of NBSS & LUP and Mr. Vrnivas, Senijor Scientist explained to the participants about
the function of the GIS Lab which helped the planners and policy makers.

Al the end of the programme there was an evalustion session by CIEDAFP and NIRD. Most of the
participants wers satisfied with the conduct of the programme and they were happy about logistic
srrangements made by NIRD. The valedictory session of the programme was beld on 31 Oclober 2013
where Dr. M.V, Rao, Director Geeneral, NTRD, spoke on the occasion and gave away the certificates to
the paricipants. Dr. Yasanthi Rajendran, Direcior s, Training Division, CIEDAP and Dr V.
Madhava Rao, Professor and Head, Centre on Geo-informatice Application in  Rural
Development{ COARDY, NIED and a few participanis spoke on the occasion.
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International Training Pregramme on Promotion of SMEs

CIRDAP  in collaboration with
Directorate Geaeral for Ruoral and
Community Empowerment {PMIDY),
Ministry of Home Affairs, Government
Training programme on Promoetion of
Small and Medium Enterprises for
Village and Community |
Empowerment in Bali  Island,
Indonesia, 17-22 November 2013,

DG, CIRDAP  attended  the
programme and chaired the inaugural
and closing sessions, There were 20 Participants af the SME Programme with D0, CIRDAP and the Chief (assf
participants from 4 member countries of CIRDAP, namely Indonesia, Malaysia, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan. There were discussions on the policy of Govt, of Indonesia on SME promotion, some
good experiences of SMEs, bankers' policy on SME development and support and field visit

Study-cum-Exposure

IAS Probationaries’ Delegation Vislt CIRDAT

At the insistance of High Commission of India, Dheka, & proup of 18 Induction Trainees of
Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officers visited CIRDAP on MNovember 25, 2013, These
officers were undergoing induction training at Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of
Administration (LBESMNAA), Mussoorie, India. Az a part of training, the group came to
Bangladesh for an exposure wisit.

While welcoming the delegates, Dr. Vasanthi Rajendran, Director i, Training Division, CIRDIAF,
mitzated the programme with a bref miroduction on CIRDAP, followed by self-introduction by the
delegates. The leader of the team Ms. Widhi Sharma, Deputy Direcior, LBANAA mentioned about the
background of their training at LBSNAA end said that they were in Bangladesh to observe public
gervice delivery and gain exposure to social sector issues in the country, She highlighted that
Bengladesh had developed a lot in areas like sanitation, women’s education, child mortality,
micre-finance, etc, She mentioned that as Bangladesh is a very close neighbor of India, they would be
happy to leam the best practices of social services delivery in Bangladesh and they will replicate their
gained experignces in Indiz, The delegates were shown the CIRDAP film show which generated 2 fot
of questions by the delegates to CIRDAP.

The delegation wanted o know how CIRDAFP had contributed to the rural development policy of the
Government of Bangladesh. Mr. Shafiqur Rahman, Asst. Programme Officer, Research Division,
CIRDAF, mentioned the research project on ‘Moniloring Adjustment Foverty (MAP)Y, which had
policy implications on the Government of Bangladesh. The delegation was interested to learn how
poverty was measured based on calories’consamption. Mr, Shafiqur Rahman replied that this aspect
has variant issucs on different classes of poor; Bangladesh, the Cost of Basic Need (CBN) method was
used to measure poverty measurement, where 1800 calories is considered for “hard-core poor’, as &
benchmark. Beplying to the queres on Action Research projects i Bengladesh, Mr. David Hilton,
Asst, Programme Officer, PPD, CIRDAP, explzined how action research projects are undertaken in
CIRDAP Member Countries (CMCs). He cited about the action project on Commumity Information
and Planning System (CIPS) and Model Village in Rural Development (MYRILY) which is still going
on for several years in ChCs

Dvirector a.i., Training Division, CIRDAF, expressed CIRDAP's gratitude o the High Commission of
India, Dhaks for sending a proup of senior officers to leamn about innovative practices in Bangladesh.
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She also highlighted that Bangladesh was the hub of microfinance and it had made meaningful impact
il the lives of the rural poor. She sugpesied the group to visil some of the villages and discuss with the people
about planning and implementation of rural development programmes in Bangladesh.

The delegates visited CIRDAP Awiz-ul Hag Library and ICT Centre and were impressed with the
collection of books, journals, reporis in the lbrary

Drirector a4, Training Divizion,
CIRDAP, presented a comparative
view of ICT in CMCs and
highlighted cntical mdicators that
may be considersd while formulating
public policy addressing for rural
poor, The discussion was very lively
and delegates participated in the
discuszion sharing their own
experience and seeking clarification
on some criticel issues. At the end of
i the programme, a member of the

' i sad a vote of thanks to
HAS Officers ot CIRDAFR gfﬂgm expressed that their
vigil to CIRDAP was valuable thad they had learmni many good things which would be considered while
formulating policies and programmes of the government, Dr. Vasanthi Rajendran, Director a.i,
Training Division, CIRDAP, coordinated the programime,

Diploma Programme

Ooe Year Post Gradoate Diploma Programme in Rural Development Mangpement (6th Batch —
2013-14)

The National Instatute of Rural Development (NIRD), Hyderabad, India, one of the Link Institutions
of CIRDAP, is conducting one year residential Post Graduate Diploma Programme in Fural
Development Management (PGDRDM). The Sixth Batch commenced in August 2013 and they sought
nominstions from member countries of CIRDAP. Tt is & paid programme and the course fee is TS
$7000, board and lodging iz US $5000 and caution money (refundable) US 5200. The objective of the
programme iz o develop commibied and competent ¢adre of rural developmeni management
professionals and orient in-service officers and practitioners to various facets of rural development.

Under the regional cooperation, the Ministry of Kural Development, Government of India, as & good
will pesture hes offered to sponsor five slots o CMCs in this programme in order to develop
capacities of rural development managers, The Minisiry of Rural Development, Government of India,
was kind enough to cover course fee, board and lodging charges, subsistence allowance, and fo and fro
air travel by shoriest route in economy class from respective countries to Hyderabad, India. The
Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India has entrusted CIRDAP to solicit nomination
from itz member countries and scrufinize the crileria sugpesied by the Ministry and NIRID, On the
basis of eligibility, criteria and suitability of the candidature, nomimations will be forwarded to NIRD
for consideration for admission in the programme,
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POORDN studente from CMCs with ohe Divecior of Thalning Division, CIRDAP

The following candidates from CIRDAP Member Countries were selected and nominated by CIRDAP
recommended o WIRD for admission in this programme:

I. Mr Ratu [rami Sauleibeci Lewaravu, Fiji
2. Mr. Naing Win, Myanmar
3. Mr. Chet Nath Giri, Nepal

Earlier CIRDAP had nominated candidates for the 3™, 4™ and 5% Baiches, As per feedback from
CIRDAP nominces, the course has been cxceedingly useful to develop skills, knowledge and
pragmatic perspeclives on varous facel of rural developmen! management. This is kighly encouraging
since it is hoped that CMCs will avail this opportunity to develop a cadre of committed rural
developmeni mitnagers.
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Information and Communication

Knowledge Generation, Management and
Dissemination

Moeeting/Seminars’ Workshops

ICT Support and Services

Library Services

Public Relations

Focused Areas

*  Publications
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*  Inauguration of CIRDAP ICT Centre

*  Conferences, Seminars, Training and Collaborative Issues
*  Strengthening Public Relations

*  New ICT Projects
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During the year 2013, Information and Communication Divigion (1CTY) played a key role in generating
knowledge, information management and dissermvination. The activities of the centre, have been
strengthened with valuable poblications, vpdated website, launching a portal "InfoRD”, enhanced
connectivity with meémber countries, organising conferences/seminars/workshops, and increased
collaboration with governmental and international organizations,

The activities of the ICD can be broadly categorised into the following types:

- Enowledge Generation, Managenient and Digsemination
- Mesting/Seminars! Workshops

ICT Sopport and Services
- Library Services

Public Relations

Enowledge Generation, Management and INssemination

In 2013, ICD strengthened it efforts to generate knowledge, its management, and dissemination.,
The ICD brought out the following publications:

= Rural Development Report 2011- "Decentralised Approach to Rural Development and Poverty
Alleviation"
= Capacity Building of Peoples’ Organisations; A CIRDAP Action Research Experience

Regular Publications:

= Four lzsues of the Quarerly CIRDAP Development Digest, CDID-131, 133, 133 and 134,

®  Two Issues of Asia Pacific Joumal of Rural Development (APJORD)- July and December
Issues of 2013,

=  ICD compiled the Rural Development Best Practices in CIRDAP Member Countries 2012
(No. 13 and 2013 (No. 2) - which were presented in the BC-20 and GC-19 meetings held in
Mew Delhi, India in September 201 3;
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= New printed revised version of CIRDAP Brochure;

* A Compilation of Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India , Sponsored
CIRDAPF-NIED Imernational Training Programmes “2003-2003- A Decade of Capacity
BuLHiugufRD Professionals in CMCs” by NIRD, India, in September 2013;

= Reporis of TC-28 and BC-29 and GC-19 Meetings, Training poblications, efc, were published;

*  Annual Report 2012;

= A mimeograph on “Capacity Building of Peoples” Organisations - A CIRDAP Action
Rescarch Experience”™;

= A brochure on Horizontal Learning Process,

CIRDAP e-News

CIRDAP has lounched the e-Mewsletier from July 2013, All recent
CIRDAP news, events and activities were published monthly and
sent it to ECAOCTC and others by email. The CIRDAP e-Mews
archive is also available at CIRDAF website.

Conferences/ Training/Workshops/Seminars

Asia-Pacific Regional Conference on "Youth in Development: Policies and Programmes' to Turn
Demographic Mvidend into Development Dividend

Youths make up a large proportion
of the populstion i the countries

of the Asia-Pacific region. How
farpe this proportion s varies from
country to country, ranging from
Laos, where around 63 per cenl of
the population is under the age of
24, o Singapore where this
number is closer to 19 per cent.

The "World Development Report
2007 Development and the Next
Generation' recopnises that this
unprecedented bulge in the youth
popailation poses a huge challenge
to developing countries, but also
I:hli it can be & pu-smw. force lor
dﬂnln[mmt The ke is to keep the

Incponiarss e rpcangy right policy interventions focused on
the crucial capahilities and transitions in & young person’s Jife: kearning for life and work, staying healthy, working,
forming families, and exercising citizenship.

At present, 62 per cent of the world's youths Tive in the Asia Pacific region. Although there are no
disaggregated data on youth living below the poverty line, it 15 evident that o substantial number of
young poople reside inoarcas in which poverty constituics a major challenge, Approximaicly 84 per
cent of the youth in the Asia Pecific region Live in countres where af least one-third of the population
subsists on less than USS2 per day (United Nations, 2009; World Bank, 2007).

The Asia Poacific regpion's youth programmes are tatbored o the particular youth wssues Taced by each
couniry and therefore vary considerably in scope, ranging from communications and outreach
funciions to operationabising the youth apenda through lending &nd analytical work, Focus arens
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include skills development and training, employment, community development, social and political
empowerment, and capacity building for youwth organizations. Each country programme = being
implemented in close collsboration with youth organisations and associstions, government agencies,
local universities and a renge of civil socteély panners.

Across the region, young people share & number of common development challenges: poor
educationa] commitment, sccess and attadnment, steady nural-to-urban migration, a breakdown of
traditional systems of social support, a lack of ecopomic competitiveness, high levels of
unemployment, poor human development outcomes, and a strong perception that the public system is
not fair and fails to address their concerns, Young people also suffer from alienation and have virtually
no mole in many aress of social and political life; and the filure of the labour market to absordy them
expose them to numerous risks, including organised crime and violence and civil unrest.

There 15 & need to focus on improving the conditions for marginalised youth o become 4 more
productive economic and social force. This would be accomplished by helping them to become
economically sctive in growth seciors relevant (o the economy and making a concerted effort o
suppart their welfare and foster their edocational, social and occupational transition {and reintegration)
into adult society, To this end, it is needed o drow on lessons and experiences from youth programmes
that have been undertaken successfully in some countries,

The Regional Confercoce was o p
regional initiative which will work ==
towards  addressing these youth &

concerns st the local, regional and
global level, While the aims and

strategy of the youth programmes
differ for each country, it is hoped
that this kind of regional initiatives
will help influence o repional
youth strategy that consolidaies the
expenences and best practices of
the coantries.

The strategies adopied by each
CIRDAP Member Country for its
youth developmeni programmes
are not known by the other Confrrence in progress

ChCs. Some countnes’ youth development strategies are proving 1o be very effective (India, Sn
Lanka, Malaysia), whereas there are some coontries which do not have any specific youth
development stralegy for the development of the youth (Mysnmar, Afghanistun). Therefore, 1t would
be highly pertinent for collaborstion between CIRDAP and Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports
(MoYAS) to understand (he dynamics of youth development in the Asia-Pacific region. This will also
be highly relevant for the MoYAS, Gol in formulating policies and programmes for the youth in India.

In view of this, CIRDAP organised a Regionul Conference on "Youth in Development - Policies and
Programmes in the Asia-Pacific Region’ to facilitate sharing of experiences and leaming from cach
other's best practices,

The objectives of the conference were to:

= Enable the participants to appreciate the Youth Development Policies, programmes and strategies;
- Share expericnces of Youth Development Policies;

- Share programmes and sirafegies in selected CMCs;

- Equip participants with the noances of planning for Youth Development; and

- Expose the participants to the best practices in Youth in Development.

Ot of the 15 member countries. of CIRDAF, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Tran,
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Myanmar, Nepal and Thailand had sent representatives to present country repons on youth policies
and programmes, The three-day conference began at Rajiv Gandhi National Instituie of Youth
Development (RGNIYDY) on 26 February 2013, Mr. Michael Veths Siromony, L A, 5, Director of
RGNIYT, delivered the welcome address in which he appraised the participation of international
delegates and the contribution of CIRDAP in rural development and the present conference om youth
development - policies and programmes.

Dr. Cecep Effendi, Director General, CIRDAP, addressed the gathering by stating that the successful
practices of youth development showld be shared with member countries as they hardly know about the
recent developments. Mr. C. R. Kesavan, Vice-President, RGNIYD, delivered the special address. In his
address he siated that youth policies should give doe attention o differently abled persons. He also
pinpointed the role of youth in nation building and unitied approach to address the problems of youth.

Ms. Nita Chowdhury, 1.A.S. Secretary, Minisiry of Youth Affairs, Government of India, delivered the
inaugural address in which she highlighted that the focus should be given for inclusive development.
She also pointed out that the present generation youth should take part in agriculture-related activities
g5 she referred fo a study conducted by TISS stating only two per cent of the youth are interested in
agriculture, She made a call o forum o have & Memorandum of Understanding with CIRDAP o
address the pertaining 1ssues of youth development.

Dr, Vasanthi Rajendran, Co-ordinator of the conference, and Director of 10D, CIRDAF, delivered the
voie of thanks, and the conference moved on to techmical sessions. The technical session was started
with an introduction on the theme of the conference by Dr. Wasanthi Rajendran, and she mentioned
that CIRDAP has focused on development and RGMIYD 15 ploneenng in youth development. In line
with the purpose of these two organisations, the Asia-Pacific regional conference has been designed.
Folloaed by the brief introduction of members present at the conference, the floor moved on o the
country presentations. on youth policy and programmes, and discozsed how the policies and
programmes promote the participation of youth in the development process.

The following izssues emerged out of the discussions:

- Meed w devolve ownership of the national youth policy to all stakeholders during formulation
and review of the NYP

- Youth to be regarded as partners in the development process, not treated as only objects or
children

Meed o regard the youth a5 not only an economic power but also as a sfakeholder in political
participation
MNeed (o use Youth Development Index not only for evaluating the NYP but also for iis
formulation
- ldentifying or establishing an agency for providing appropriate data and information in the
formulation of the NYP
- Imnclusion of third gender or transpender and differently-abled youth as one of the target group
- Inclusiveness in the NYP

= Needs and concemns of all sections of youth (ethnic groups, religious groups, rural-urban,
tribal etc.)

- Need for coordination of all kevels
Horizontal {inter-sectoral) approach
- Vertical (national state or provincial level) approach

The programme also included some best practices of involving youth in the development process in
different CMCs. The Conference was coardinated by Dr. Vasanthi Rajendran, Director, Information
Communation Division, CIRDAP, Dr. D, Agochia, Youth Consultant and Dr Gopinath, RGNIYD,
Training Officer,
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Training on Communication Strategy for Agriculiural Officials in Bangladesh
: )’ - Communication of information
¢ on Comssunicat s | Plays a vital role in development,
aghes -:?:":;E’I-?E?gmfm" it e e
R e aspects ves in S0C
e economic, cultural and political
M i contexts, People need to receive
information, and also o make
their voices heard, Open and
m transporent informafion flows are
an integral part of good
g L povernance  and  economic
Tnasgirarion of the Progranims development, Foor and
marginplised people in less developed countries have lmited access o information; and their capacity
i make their voices heard is alsp constrained. Traditionally, government agencies and others have
relied quite beavily on print media to communicate messiges to the public.

There is a huge potential for andio-visual (radio, mobile/cell phones) and the Internet fo contribote o
development. Badio is ofien the most accessible and preferred of the mass media for the rural
peoe-including women, who can listen to it while working at home,

Mutional Agricultural Technology Project (NATP) has been exploiting this potential through a wide
range of imitiatives, wsing a variefy of media to improve poor people’s access to information for
development and to ephence their capacity to articulate and communicaie their needs o service
providers and policy-makers,

In 2002, Dr. Md. Matiur Rahman, a consultant of the Mational Agrienltursl Technology Propect
(NATP) under the Ministry of Agriculture, approached CIRDAFP and requested to prepare a module of
Training on Commumdcation Strategy for Agricultural Officials in Bangladesh. As o result, 8 3-day modube
was prepared and two programmes were held in Janoary 20012 in Dhaka. Due to the success of the module,
MNATP organised two more baiches for this yeir's truining in June, This year, the sugpestions made by
previous participanis were incorporated o make the training more effective, Le. exercises to enhance skills
of communication wens increased rather than more lectures.

The focus of the programme was on;

= Accountubility in delivering impact of research to farmess through effective und efficient
extengion services;

=  Meeting the demands of an effective communication system which arses doe fo the
development of new technokogy;
= Packoging of research resubtsoutpusts in simple messages for farmers and extension service providens;
- Providing extension service providers with proper communication tools for dissemination of
the research findings fo the farmers in time; and
- Bridging the communication gap among the researchers, exiension workers, farmers, traders
and agro-business personnel.
The Programme Coordinators were Dr. Vasanthi Rajendran, Director, Information and Commuonication
Division, CIRDAP and Mr. Harun-ur-Rashid, Troining and Commuomcation Expert, MATP,

NIRD-CIRDAF International Collaborative Training cuom Workshop on “Planning and
Management of Bural Housing Programmes"

The G-day training was inaugurated by Director Ciencral, NIED, Dr. M. ¥V, Rao at Hyderabad and
lasted from 29 Apnl to 4 May 2013, The DG, NIED expressed his sabsfaction at the success of the
joint collaboration between NIRD and CTRDAP in organising need hased programmes for the last one
viear, This progrummee is the second in the joint collaboration,
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A total of 25 participants from |
selected CIRDAP  Member
Countries (CMCs) e,
Afphanistan, Bangladesh, Fiji,
Malaysia, Sri Lanka and Thailand
and from India participated in the
programme. The programime
incloded SESsions o
Understanding the Rural
Livelihonds & Infrastructure
Nexos and Inequalities; 4
Affordable Housing for All and
the Challenges and Cpporiunities
Felaird to It; Best Practices in
Rural Hoosing in CMCs &
Comprehensive Approach 1o
Sustainahle Development: A Case
of Eco-villuge; Convergence of Workshop in progrese

Total Sanitation & Community Health with Boral Households: National Rural Building Centre and
Rural Technology Park; Educating the Beneficiary through Field Publicity On Rurel Housing;
Effective Implementation of IAY Programme - Role of AWAASSoft; Management of Housing
Projects; Need for Coordinetion & Communication; Disaster Proof Housing Technigues and
Techmobogies: Challenges and Opportunities; and many group discussions and Geld visits,

The participants were taken on a field tmip to be exposed o construction tols and techniques in the
National Academy of Construction, and to understand cost-effective and eco-friendly technologies for
rural houssing. They also visited the rurl housing projects implemented by the provincial povenment.
At the end of the programme they prepared back-home action plans.

The valedictory session was chaired by DG, CIRDAF, Dr. Cecep Effendi. Addressing the participants,
he urged the couniries i make the maximom advantage of the capacity building programmes on vital
issues of Rurl Development that are being sponsored and conducted by Govi of India and NIRD
gince such programmes provide countries with the opportunity 1o leam from each other. He mentioned
that currently there is a reduction in such programmes onganised by the UN and other agencies, and even
il they do organise them, their charges are high. The Programme Coordinators were Dy, Vasanthi
Rajendran, Director, Information and Communication Division, CIRDAP and Dr. Sivaram from NMIRD.

Seminar on ICT Development in Bangladesh: Opportunities & Challenges

A seminar was beld on 24 Appust 2003, in collaboration with the High Commission of India m
Bangladesh and BASIS. Entrepreneurs in the IT sector sought Indian support to help train Bangladeshi
professionals as the country has a scarcity of skilled people in the industry. Bangladesh has a huge
ghoriage of skilled I'T professionals as the educational institations in the country cannod produce the
expected number of skilled people.

DG, CIRDAP as the special guest in this seminar zdid that promoting access o Information and
Communication Technology bas been identified as an important tool to alleviate poverty, especially
for rural areas where a very small percentage of the population can enjoy its services, CIRDAP firmly
belicves that through the vse of ICT services, rural communities can find pew income caming
opportunities, improve delivery of hasic services and enhance their participation in the decision
making process.

CIRDAF, with keen interest observes how governments and development agencies in most CMCs have
iried to brng ICT services to moral communities, very oficn through the wse of community e-centres
and especially the mobile phones which have revelutionised the way the government has to deal with
its own people.

e e



CIRDAP is keenly observing the
- 3 -ﬂ application of ICT for rural

y development in CMCs. As per the
mandate of CIEDAP assisting
pational action and promoting
repional cooperation related to
integrated rural development in
the region is the prosity. CIRDAP
is achieving this by Facilitating
learning and sharng of the best
practices of ICT application for
rural development among  the
member countries. Bangladesh
and India are two emerging
gconomies in South Asia where
innovative ideas o use the mobile
and the tele-information centres
are being used to mest the
challenges in the rural areas. Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam are far ahead in using the ICT for

development of the raral arcas.

CIRDAF looks forward to the cooperation of India, Bangladesh and other CMCs to ensure that the
digital divide between urban and rural areas is bridged.

Orientation Workshop on Infermation Technology- IT for UP Secretaries

An Orentation on Information Technology (IT) for 47 Union Pansabad (UP) Secretaries was
organised at CIRDAP ICT Cenire on 23 September 2013, National Institute of Local Government
{NILG) arranged a regular Foundation coarse for UP Secretary (20" Batch), to manage and execuwte
the chartered duties and responsibilities of UPs in an organised manner.

Mr, Hossein Shahbaz, Director, Pilot Projects Division of CIRDAP atiended s the Chief Guest and
made the welcome address with a brief description of CIRDAP activities, representatives from Water
and Sanitation Program (WSP-World Bank team, JICA {Japan Intemational Cooperation), DPC for
HLCS. UP Help Line and others actively participated in the workshop, Using the well-equipped 1T
laboratory’ of CIRDAP, UP Secretaries leamed o open and operate email accounis, Facebook etc. At
the end of the orientation workshop the UP Secretaries used the email to communicate with each other,

ICT Support and Services

The Information and Communication Techoology (ICT) wing of ICD efficiently and sincerely
rendered its services to the Centre and its member countries. Regular trouble-shooting tesks and the
supply of compoter peripherals were maintained without any hindrance throughoot the vear, About 40
e-mail accounts of CIRDAP professionals are being maintained. A Kaspersky Server is also being
maintained o protect computers from virugses, Metwork switches and routers are being maintained to
provide broadband infernet connection to CIRDAP staff. CIRDAP operates its online set-up in
codlaboration with Google and BanglaMet Lid, Video conferencing facilities are also provided io
differcot CMCs or CLIs via Skype, as and when required.

Inauguration of the CIRDAP ICT Centre

The Indian High Commissioner, Panka; Saran, inaugurated the Information Communication
Technology (TCT) Centre at the CIRDAP Headquarters in Dhaka on the 9 April 2013, The ICT
Cenire has been established to faciliate brodging the digital divide among CMCs, Pankaj Saran
emphasised that the ICT Centre needs active support CMCs to make it fupctional, which in furn
can support the economies of the CMCs, as well as contribute to creating “Digital Bangladesh ™
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Dr. Cecep Effendi, DG,
CIRDAP, who also lapnched
InfoRDY Porial (InfoRD.org)
affirmed that with this ICT
centre, the capacity of CIRDAP
increased fo provide betier
services fo  its  member
countries,

The Government of Indis
sanctioned an amoont of UUSS1E3,
000 for establishing the ICT
Cenire in Dhaka in 2010. The
CIREDAP ICT Centre 15 located in
the International Conference
Centre of CIRDAP that had been
dopated by ithe Government of
Bangladesh and inapurated by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasing on the 11 March, 2013,

De. M. ¥V, RBap, Director-General, the National Institote of REural Development of India; Dr. Cecep
Effendi, Director-General, CIEDAP; Dr. Vasanthi Rajendran, Diretor-Information and
Communication Division of CIRDAP; and Hossein Shahbaz, Director, Pilot Projects Division,
CIRDAP, also spoke on the occasion.

InfoRD.org

CIEDAF has started an Info Rural Development portal which is a IR0, ey
repository of information on rural development of CMCs in ERCSE
particular and in Asia-Pacific region in general.

Diata, videos, and best practices of CMCs find place here for sharing
with each other and o learn from each other, This being a
collaborative portal, coniributions flow from the member counthes, - - -
Thus the porial s the knowledee hub of CMCs. Visit the portal for -
latest information about Bural Development ak: www.inford.org

CIRDAP Websites

All recent CIRDAFP poblications were uploaded on the CIRDAF Website. Pictures, news and press
releases of latest CIRDAP events, as well as announcements were regularty uplosded on the website.
The site is visited by many visitors from around the globe as measured by the site monitor

MOU Between CIRDAP and Ministry of ICT

The Ministry of ICT, Government of Bangladesh, and CIEDAP have the mandate of promoding
coordinated efforts, exchange experiences and cooperative action for furthenng the objectives of the
application of ICT for development of rural areas, Therefore, CIRDAP and the Ministry of ICT,
Government of Bangladesh entered into g Mol for collaborative ventures on the 2 September 2013,

This Moll establishes the foundation necessary for accomplishing the following objectives:
- To facilitate the exchange of information, expenences, views, and knowledpe between the parties.

To organise exposure visits and trainingfeducation programmes in the field of ICT for rural
development and areas of mutual interests.

To take up projects joiniy, particularly multi-country projects in the region.
- To conduct joint seminars, meetings, symposia and workshops.
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By virtue of the expernence of
Minisgtry of ICT, Govi. of
Bangladesh and CIRDAP, areas for
particularly fruitful joint cooperation
are, but not lirmited o

Capacity Building: the
imvolvement of experts
sought Far the
implementation of training
programmes in the field of
ICT Applications for Rural
Poverty  Reduction and
Development.

Exposure Study Visit: the
exchange of professionals
with the intention of making Mre Mozral Inlam Kkan, Secretary, Miristry of ICT, Govt. of Bangladesh
an exposure-cum-study visit.

Specific mechanizms for the implemerntation of pamicular collaborative activities shall also be established,

MolCT Secretary Visits CIRDAP

ICT Secretary of Hangladesh, Md, Mazrul Islam Khan, visited CIRDAP in November 1o have
discussions on implementation of the CIRDAP-MolCT Mol He was sccompanied by Mr. Shyania
Prasad Bepari, Joint Secretary of MoBECT and two officials from the Leaming and BEarning Programme
of MolCT, namely Mr. Khalid Noman Husain and Md, Raizul Islam Khan.

The secretary discussed with the Director of ICTDY on training prograrmmes which need o be organised
on Graphics, Video Editing and Animation as part of the initiative for Capacity Building of USIC
Entrepreneurs Bangladesh.

The major objectives of this initiative will be to equip entreprencuors with skills in graphics, animation
& video editing, enable the L'SW entrepreneurs 1o impart similar training at the Union Parishad level
and facilitate n developing useful mobile phone applications for the rural arcas of Bangladesh,

This meeting was followed by another meeting the next day with Dr. Mohammad Abul Hasan, Deputy
Secretary, MolCT & Programme Director, National Mobile Application Development Awnreness &
Capacity Building Programme, Mr. Tayhidul Islam, National Mobile Application Development
Awareness & Capecity Building Programme and Mr, 5. M. Ashraf Abir, CEO, Multimedia Content &
Communications Lid, Discussions included plans for awarding Certificates for the CIRDAP-MolCT
Training which may be arranged through Bangladesh Technical Educabion Board (BTEB). There was
al=o mention of an idea generation workshop with National Instifute of Local Government [MNILG),
RDCD, plans for orgamising Language Training Centre and the need for the MolCT to upgrade
sysiems with Java.

India to Establish a Virtual Learning Centre in CIRDAP ICT Centre

Virtual Learning enables the development and building of enling rescurces that provides a centralised
hub for information and idea sharing among development functionaries, researchers, trainers and
policy planmers. & YVLC (Wirtual Learning Centre) is necessary to create space for dialogues and
interactions, as well as repositories, multimedia resources, documentation, policies, programmes, best
and innovative practices of CIRDAP Member Countries (CMCs) ete. VILC is especially significant in
prijects that have the potential for contimued or further implementation m CWCs for their development.

The purpose of this project s 1o develop & system that enables academic, reseanch, training and
outreach of ewareness, sensitisation, skill enhancement and knowledge disseminution among cutting
edpe rural development functionaries in the CMCs.
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The proposal of the project is to develop s system within CIRDAP through Virtual Leaming
Environment and iocorporate various technologies of ICT and GIS, for easy access, inferaclivicy,
kmowledge sharing, real time moltimedia mode, effective and mnovative methods in planning, monitoning,
implementation and evaluation of rural developrment programmes and projects in the CIRDAP region.

It is proposed that the VLC will be designed and created in collaboration with the Centre on
Geoinformatics Application in Rural Development (COARD), National Institote of Rural
Development (NIRDY), Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India, Hyderabad, India.

The CMC link institutes will contribute in ferms of best practices, case studies, innovative practices,
dats and information basc to make the system a hub of all development resources of CMCs.

In addition, the CMCs are encouraged to priontise the imporance of the constifnent processes of
reflection and planming rather then concentrating exclusively on the production of "outputs”, be they
paper-hased or efecironic, This project is consistent of an approach o implementing VLC in that it
will provide people with a means of ensuning that the process clements are emphasised, and it 15
sufficiently Mexible to allow countries 1o wilor and adapt content o reflect the need and priorities,

India to Setup Centre on Geo-informative Applications for Rural Development at
CIRDAP, Dhaka, Bangladesh

For development activities to be effectively planned, implemented, monitored and evaluated, it is
necessary 1o have a girong information base. Mome so, when the area where these development
activities are targeted are mostly remote, backoward, poverty stricken, in the developing world and has
a rural characteristic, with people whose abilities and experience o uiilise and harness the
development process 18 itself low. Geoinformatics and a Geographic Information System (GIS) based
Spatial Decision Support Systemn (SDSS) encompasses a well laid oot geodpatial database of high
resolution remote sensed images coupled with a precise Global Positioning System (GPS) which has
the capability and efficiency to address the information needs for development.

Centre for Geo-informatics Applications i Rural Development (CGARD), NIRD has a rich expenience
in Crecinformatics Applications, with regular national &nd international training programmes and has
Besearch snd Action Research Studies in the rural development sector. COARD has designed and
developed numercus open source customised applications which has potential applications in
agriculture, infrastrocture, natural resources, environmental, dissster mansgement, governance and
airns to develop, implement, manage and sestain such a system in CMCs over a period of time.

The main objectives of this Project is to establish a state of the art Geospatial Application Center
called the CGARD in the International Convention Centre al CTRDAP, Dhaka,

The Centre wouold aim to help in consolidating the information on all the socic-economic, demographic
aspecis, including the natural resources availability of the selected areas and their potentiality besides
planning, implementation, monitoring and evalnation of varoos Rural Development programmes. It
will also help in demystification and dissemination of latest echnologies like Remote Sensing,
Geoinformatics Information System (GIS) and Global Positioning System (GPS).

Training and capacity building will be undertaken by the development fonctionaries from CMCs o
develop geospatial database ot high resolution of 1:10.000 or better. In phase one, which lasts about 8
i 10 months, high resolotion data will be gathered from available satellite imsgeries, selected
GPS/DGPS based surveys will be undertaken and participatory local area information will be
infegrated, With extensive discussions with the stakeholders - local people, officials and opinion
leaders, political leaders, a prioritisation of the needs of the community will nesd to evolve for each of
the CMCs, These will be updated on real time mode through web or internet GIS up o local ares and
in developing Village Spatial Decision Support System (VSDSS).

The proposed COARD Centre will also assist Capacity Building and Geo-informatics Technology
Dissemination Centre. It 15 covisaged that all the activities will staff simultaneously in phase ooe 1., by the
end of the third vear it i3 expected that sufficient manpower and expertise would be created at the CIRDAP
CGARD Centre, Dhaks and will follow GIS Open Source Consortivm International Standands,
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CIRDAP to Organise e-Learning Training on Disaster Management

Director of Information and Communication division of CIRDAP visited CSE Department of Dhaka
University (DU} and Bangledesh University of Enginecring and Technology (BUET) on 18 August
21 3 regarding collaboration for conducting a training progranime in the CIRDAP ICT Ceatre and for
organising c-Learning Training Programme by AITCIRDAP/BUFT, AIT Thailand end CIRDAP will
organise e=Training on Disaster Managemeni through video conferencing,

Library Services

Basic Library Services

The services provided by the libmary throoghout the year incloded: current awsreness service; schected
dizsemination of information; referral services; hibliography services, photocopy services; resding room
services; preparing library plan; budget repors; and tending to library patron's requests, as required.

Regular library activities (i.e. accessing of libray books and periodicals, processing of library materials,
updating library datahase, shelving of books/penodicals/newspapers etc) were also carmied oot

Newspaper Clippings

These eotail comprehensive information services for researchers and experis interested in moral sreas
for poverty alleviation, specifically in the Asia-Pacific region, Mewspaper clippings mainly focus on
agrarian development; institutionalfinfrastroctum] development; and resource development, including
human resources and employment.

CIRDAF Online Newspaper Clipping Services have been further strengthened. CAL newspaper
clipping services are being sent to the professional staff of CIRDAP every month, and hard copies are
kept for all professionals. Some development news has also been published on CDD.

Mew folders are maintained under the following topics: Climate Change & Global Warming, Poverty
Reduction, ICT for Rural Development, Sustsinsble Development, Food Secunity and Nutrition, Roral
Education, SME Development, CMC's Decentralisation & Good Governene, Water& Sanitation,
Disaster & Risk reduction, Roral Technology Development, Renewable Energy.

Puoblication Exchange Programme

CIRDAP publication exchange programme has also been expanded, with numerous important
institutes & organizations being added to the list.

Success Stories from CIRDAP Member Countries

CIEDAP Aziz-ul Hag Library (CAL) regularly collects success storfies from CIRDAF Member
Couniries related to el development and disseminates these vie e-mails to professionals. A plan on
publishing the collected stories is currently under process,

e-Books Collection

CAL regularly collects e-books relevant to rural development o enrich the CIRDAP Aziz-ul Hag
Libray (CAL}). More than 600 e-books have been added to the CAL detabase as of yet. CIRDAP staff
can access these e-books through the focal network at the office.

Collecting Free Database & Free Journals, Free Library Websites:

CAL collects some free roral development relared databases which are available on various journal
websites (for example: Social Science Rescarch MNetwork (SSRN). Free library websites (such as, The
World Bank Open Knowledge Repository (OKR)) o disseminate rural development knowledge and
information regarding latest resources for CIRDAFP professionals are available free of cost.
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Interesting Mews from CIRDAP Member Countrics

Imporiant news are collected regarding social and economic issues of rural communities of
CIRDAF Member Countries and are sent to the CIRDAP professionals bi-monthly via e-mail
attachments,

Contacting Publishers

CAL contacis local (Bangladesh) and International Publishers for purchasing new books and
Journals.

Collected Roral Development Journals Articles

Articles from jouwmnals which are received and collected by CAL, along with articles evailable
in websites, and subscribed journals for CIRDAP's professionals, are relevant io rural and
perty alleviations factors.

Communication and Collaboration with Regional Library Networks in Bangladesh

CAL participates in library networks in Bangladesh for exchanging information
dissemination, It has also been part of various libray programmes and workshops with many
libraries in Bangludesh, like the United Mations Informadon Centre (UMIC), Library
Assnciation of Bangladesh (LAB) & Bangladesh Association of Librarianms, Information
Scientists and Documentlist (BALID) and International Centre for Diarrhoenl Discase
Reszarch Bangladesh, ICDDR, B,

Preparing Proposal for ‘Digital Library*

A proposal for “Digital Library” was prepared and submitted regarding the upgrading of
current CIRDAP Publications.

Public Relations

Public Relations activities were strengthened m 200 2. Widespread coverage was given in pring
and electronic media for important events like the 34" Foundation Day Programme. A special
interview programme for the Director General, CIRDAP in Bangladesh Television was
organised and aired.
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Administration and Finance visiomn

The main activities of the Administration and Finance Division are to provide administrative support
services to the Office of Director General and the Programme Divisions in achieving the Center’s
objectives in an efficient and economic manner. The services include, among others, arranging
misetings of CIRDAP Policy Bodies viz. Techmical Committee (TC), Executive Committes (EC),
Cioverning Council (GC) and implementation of the decisions of the said mectings related o the
administration and financial matters. It is also responsible for amanging recruitment/separation of
stafl, extension of tenure/increment of the stafl members, procurement, maintenance of office
premises/propertics’ campus & amrangement of residential accommodation for professional saff
memhbers, protocol duties, management of CIRDAP suditorium/cafeteria, lizison with Ministries of
Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Finance, LGRD & Cooperatives, Housing & Public Works and other
concerned depariments for ensuring all diplomatic facilifies and regular maintenance and renovation
work of the CIRDAF Complex, etc.

The division recommends and administers financial policies/procedures and arranges interim and final
audit work of the Centre. It prepares annual and biannual Programme of Works and Budget (FWB),
maintaing ¢xpenditures in different projects and maintaing ledgerbooks of day-to-day financial
activitics in local and forcign currency.

Administration
Honourable Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina Inangurates CICC

e Honourable Prime Minister of Bangladesh,

= b B L s e Sheikh Hasing imaugurated the CIRDAP
o ':;pq.fl'lllll“-';ﬂ;"*“ﬂ"u PR International Conference Centre (CICC) on

e ane | GHETOH HASINA 11 March 2013 by unveiling its plague.

araraLk s HINISTER )
7oy piOPAE S ADFUSLIC OF L EUIHE

i1 ma

st She began delivering the inauguration by
giving emphasis on identifying the
emerging challenges and opportunities of
| globalisation in the regional context and
sharing of expericnces on poverty
reduction with each other that could help
them mutnally.

LGRD and Cooparatives Minister HE.
Syod Asraful Islam, State Minister H.E.
Mimnister Jahangir Kabir Nanak, Secretary of Rural Development and Cooperatives Division Dr. Mihir
Kanti Majumder and CIRDAP Director CGeneral D, Cecep Effendi also spoke on the occasion,

The size of CICC building iz 21900 5q. ft. and required a total cost of Tk 16.10 crore to be built. The
ground floor of CICC is of 8500 sq. fi. and contains the main conference hall with a capacity of 130
persons, a lobby for the Conference Hall, 2 Media Room with Information Corner, a reception, toilet
zone, 8 sub-station and a generator room. The first floor is 7200 sq. ft. and contains & Conference Hall
with a capacity of 110 persons, a lobby, a dining hall and a cafeteria, a kitchen and paniry, toilet zone,
store room and waiting room. The second floor is 6200 sq. fi and contains the ICT Centre with a
computer lab, VIP dining hall with a capacity of 60 persons, pantry for dining hall, wash arca, toilet
zone, waiting arca and lobby,

Dperation of CIRDAP International Conference Centre (CICC)

CIRDAF regularly conducts seminars/conferences/workshops/exposure visita/training programmaes
ctc. where delegates from different CIRDAF Member Countries (CMCs) participate. But, there was no
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international standard conference cenire of its own. The need for this type of conference facility was
felt while orpanising the CIRDAP Governing Counei] meeting end regiomal level policy dislogue in
2005 in Dhaka, Bangladesh where ministers and secretaries of CIRDAP Member Counfries
participated.

In this background, Public Works Department (PWD) of Ministry of Housing & Public Works was
entrusted to implement the construction work of CIRDAP International Conference Centre (CIOC)
by the Ministry of LGRD & Cooperatives. On completion of the works, PWD handed over CICC
to CIRDAP suthorities on 4 November 2012, CIRDAP staff semaims committed to mamtain the
CICC. Last year, a pood number of mercury lights, toilet fittings etc. were replaced by new ones. A
number of paintings were collected from Indonesia, Iran, India and Bangladesh which are
displayed in the complex.

As per the deciston of GC-17 (January 2010), and as per request from DG, CIRDAP, the government
of India expressed their inferest to establish an ICT center in the CICC butlding and released an
amount of Rz, 86,00,000 lac (USS 188, 100) in favour of the Mational Institute of Rural Development
(NIRD), The ICT Centre was inaugurated by H.E. Mr. Pankaj Saran, the High Commissioner of [ndis
to Bangledesh on 9 Apnl 2013, To enhance security of the ICT Cenire, some civil works were
completed last year.

Twenty-Eighth Regular Mecting of CIRDAP Technical Committee (TC-28)

The Tweniy-Eighth mecting of CIRDAP Technical Commuttes {TC-28) and South-South Technical
Cooperation for Susimimable Rural Development were held at the Media Hotel Towers, Jakarta,
Indonesia from 23-24 May 2013, followed by a South-South Dialogue smong CLIs organised by the
Ministry of Home Affairs, Indenesia from 25-28 May at Jogjakarta. TC members from all CIRDAP
Member Countries (except Iran), H.E. Ambassadors of Afehanistan, Myanmar and Fiji, H.E. Secretary
of AARDO, Director of CAPSA, CEO of TFnet, Executive Director of SEARCA, Head of the
Education of NAETC, Rector of the Collepe of Menagement for Agniculture and Rural Development
Vietnam, and the Direcior of Bina Swadaya were present at the innupural session.

To conduct the above mentioned programmes, all knds of sdministrative, logistic, protocol and
financial support were provided by the Administration and Finance Division.

Twenty-Minth Regular Meeting of CIRDAP Exccutive Commitice (EC-29) and Nimcteenth
Regular Meeting of CIRDAP Governing Council (GC-19) and Sixth Regional Policy Dinlogue

The Twenty-Ninth Regular Meeting of CIRDAP Executive Committes (EC-29) and MNineteenth
Repular Mesting of CIRDAP Governing Couneil (GC-19) and Sixth Regional Policy Dialopue were
held in New Dello, Indin dunng 27-30 September 2013, The hugh level delegption comprized of
Ministers, Secretaries of the line Minisiries of the CMCs, participants from non-CMCs and ather
distinguished guests stationed in Delhi, who attended the meetings. On the occaston of the said
mectings, all kinds of administrative, logistic, profocol and finencial sctivities were done by the
Adminisiration and Finance Division. This Diviston also prepared working papers for EC-29 and
GC-19 and Director General Report on the sctivities of administrative and finance matters.

Introduction of Festival Bonus and Enhancement of Salary of CIRDAP Stafl Mcembers

In the BEC-29 and GC-19 meeting, it was decided that festival bonus (equivalent to one month pay)
would be granted to regular employees of the Centre with effect from 2083, Cost of Living
Adjustment (COLA) with 5% mcrease of the salary to CIRDAP staff has been introduced with effect
from Januery 2014 for two years, which were approved in the said meeting.

oo o 202 [



Human Resource

Appointment of Head of Administration and Finance

The interview for the position of Head of Administration and Finance was heid on 14 Febrpary 2013
by the members of the Interview Panel. As recommended by the members of the Interview Panel and
approved by the Director General, Mr. Md, Mahbub Alam was appointed as Head of Administration
and Finance on 11 July 2013. All nocessary arrangements regarding appointment of Head of
Administration and Finance were made by Administration and Finance Division.

Works in Relation to Informarion and Communication Qfficer

Assistant Information and Communication Officer (AICO) resigned from the services of CTIRDAP on
the 31 March 2013. All necessary arrangements like publication of advertisement in the daily news
paper, preparation of datsbase of the applicants, activitics regarding interview of the candidates,
preparation of the minutes of the meeting ctc, were made by Administration and Finance Division,

Appointment af Cther Staff Members

During 2013, one Temporary Editorial Assistant, one Temporary Bearer and one Imany {(on contract
hasis) were appointed. MNecessary arrangements were made in connection with the appointment
procedure of those staffs.

Separation and Resigraiion

Mr. 5. K. Singh, Director {Training} and Ms, Khin
Mar Oo, Programme Officer (Training), Mr. Majibar
Rahman, Special Offcer (FRMU), Mr ABM,
Rezaul Hasan, Scerctary (Admin, & Finance), Mr, [
MNaravan Chandra Mondal, Janitor and Mr Md,
Dianat Khan, Warchman were separated from the
services on completion of their contract with effect F'S
from | February 2013, 31 January 2013, & Junc GRSl
2013, 13 June 2013, 1T Apnl 2013, and 1 July 2013
respectively.

Besides above, Ms, Zecnat Ahmed, Assistant
Information and Communication Officer, Mr. 5. M. '

Anowarul Haque, Library Assistant and Mr, §, M, foewell fo De Singh {centre}
Saifuddin, Publication Assistant resigned from the services of CTRDAF.

Parsonnel Advisary Commiiies

The Personne]l Advisory Committee (PAC) of CIRDAFP advised the Director General regarding all
appointment, promotion, renewal of tenure, confirmation of appointment, separation/termination of
the staff members and other HR related matters which took place during last year. During 2013, 7 PAC
meetings were convened for confirmation, renewal and separation of services of CIRDAP staff
members,

Purchase and Malntenance Committes

The Purchase and Maintenance Committee of CIRDAP congiders cost, quality, necessity etc.
regarding any purchase/maintenance of property/equipment of the Centre and provides fair
suggestion/recommendation in order to take appropriste decision by the Authority. A total of 32
meetings of Purchase and Maintenance Committes were held during 2013.

Transportation

CIRDAF arranged maintenance work of all the vehicles of CIRDAP from Mavana Toyota Service
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Centre, Arrangements for getting insurance and fitness certificate of the office cars were made from
Bangledesh Road Transport Authority.

Protocol Support

Administration provided required protocol support services c.p. amanging ticket and PTA,
ransportation to airport to receive and see-off the travelers, amanged accommodation, food transport
etc., limison with embassies located in Dheks and other CMCs for the visas for the travelers o
connection with all the CIRDAP programmes held duning 2013, Protocol services were also extended
to the expatnate staffs of CIRDAP m getting renewals of their passport! visa, arrangement for
sccommodation, along with required meintenance and renewal of agreements with the land loed for
the tenancy of the Directorial staff eto. were made.

CIRDAP Auditorium and C1CC

All necessary civil, electrical and other works of the CIRDAP Auditorium and CICC were done by
PWD during the year. Necessary repaining works of the air-conditioning and PA system of the CICC
were also done by PWD of Bangladesh.

Renovation ! Maintenance Work

Painting/necessary repair works of the CIRDAP mam bulding, front side of CIRDAP Annex building
(Auditoriom building), cafetenia and mosque were done by the PWD. Necessary measures were glso
taken for beautification of the garden.

Participatory Activities

CIRDAF has mtroduced weekly game for the staff members every Thursday afternoon. Besides,
*CIRDAP Cleaning Day’ (every two months) has been introduced where the staff woluntarily
partictpates o clean their own offices. Monthly Staff Meetings were also organised where Director
Creneral and staff interact and discuss some common issues.

Foundation Day Programme

Administration and Finance Division organised the 34 Founding Anniversary Programme on 6 July
2013, at the CIRDAP Headquarters, To mark the day, a blood donation programme was organised
where CIRDAP staff members donated blood.
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Finance

CIRDAF hes too mam sources of funding (i) regular contmibutions from the CMCs for the
administrative budget (General Fund), and (i) contabutions from the donos countriestagencies for
progrumime activities {Trust Fund).

Income and expenditure of General Fund during 2002 were USS1, 35866978 and USS722 69795
respectively. Income and Expenditure of Trest fund for ihe year 2012 were [FSE300,121.52 and
LISEIR0, 77298 redpectively,

Audit of the Accaunis

The Interim sccounts of the Centre for the year 2012 was audited by Dr. Pirbhoo Sochi Lal, Director
Commercial Audit, Karachi, Office of the Auditor General of Pakistan, from 5% May 2013 1 13®
May 2013, The suditor found that the sccounts were being maintained and presented satisfactorly,
The Auditor®s Report and the financial stalements for the year 2012 have been fumnished below:

AUDITOR'S REPORT
ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS OF CIRDAP

FOR THE INTERIM YEAR ENDED 31" DECEMBER, 2012
FOR THE 17" BIENNIUM (2012-2013)

The undersigned has examined the financial statements of CIRDAP (Center on
Integrated Rural Development for Asia and the Pacific) for the Interim year ended 31"
Decembser, 2012 for the seventeenth biennium {2012-2013) on the basis of information
and explanations provided.

Audit was on generally accepted auditing standards and CIRDAP's financial regulation.
The andit is designed to provide reasonable assurance that CIRDAP's financial
staternents taken gs 8 whole are free from material misstaternents. The awdit includes
examining the records, on test hasis and ensuring adequate disclosures in the financial
statements.

The undersign opines as & result of the andit, the financial statemems are presented
fairly, in all material respects, subject to the auditor's observations attached herewith.

Dr. Pirbhoo Sochi Lal

Dhirector Commercial Audit, Karachi
Office of the Auditor General of
Pakistan

Dhaka, 13* May 2013
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CIRDAP Fund Status As at 31* December 2012

Si# | Name of Fund Amount in USS
I | Goneral Fund 635,972
2 Trust Fund 119,349
3 Waorking Capital Fund 130,317
4 Depreciation Reserve Fund 188,283
5 Special Reserve Fund 3,428
6 Reg. Co-ope Fund (RCF) 200,470

Total 1,277,819
B 1 Ganeral Fund

& 2 Trust Fund
* 3 Waorking Capital Fund

E 4 Depreciation Reserve Fund

® 5 Speclal Resarve Fund

¥ § Reg. Co-ope Fund [RCF)




CIRDAP General Fund

Amount in USS
CY206 CYZ07 CYINE CY209 CY2I010 CY2011 CY 2012
Budget 513323 742,691 6HS425 B10,568 65425 B10S568  TTLEI
Actual 498,763  SB3.873 640,328 608,325 570,392 690967  T22,698
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CIRDAP

General Fund [GF)

Statement of Income and Expenditure for the year ended on 31 December 2012

Account Income L] 2010-2011
Code Amount in LS5 16th Biennium
Amgunt in USS
20100 Oipenin Balance of Fund 645 54721 482, 103.07
Add @ Ascets retained from DRF - 29 935.67
649,547.21 5T1,038.74
20400 Temporary Lean from DRF
Less : Refund -
TO101 CIRDAP Member Country Contribution 643,100.48 1,232,840.58
TO200 Miscellaneous [noome B6,013.10 106,026.40
Tatal Income 1,358,669.79 1,910,905.72
Cade Expenditure
EO101 Professionn] Staft Salery B0, 930,95 28137947
B0102 (Feneral Siaff Salary 190,.823.53 31248252
E0104 CGieneral Staff Overtime 213829 4.707.04
Suh Toval AT3 89077 S08.568.88
B0200 Commaon Staff Cost 95,710.41 144,686,24
E0300 Official Travels T4.576.80 143.901.54
RO400 External Andit 3,570.00 6,700.00
BOGO0 General Operating Expenses 166,259.71 350,096,92
BO700 Supplies and Materials B,688.26 17,404.93
EOEOO Aequisition of Assets - -
Total Expenses T22,697.95 1,261,358.51
Fund Balance carried to the Statement of 635,971.84 649,547.21
Assets and Lishilities { S/AL)

The annexed schedules, statements and working notes form an integral part of these statements

A

Cerpcior CGararad
CFaka, Decembes 31, 2012

-

L8 t‘ /
_a-"'f} ':J{ !
Finance Officar

Diaka, Dhecsmbear 31, 2012

InChargs Finanom

Dhake, Decamber 31, 3012
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CIRDAP

Trust Fund (TF)
Statement of Incomea and Expenditure for the year ended on 31 December 2012
Account Income 2012 20182001
Code Amount in LSS 16% Bienminm
Amount in USE
20200 Opening Balance of Fund 177338.48 17315735
20200 Allpcation From Specinl Reserve Fund - 25871.94
0303 Contribution Received From others 61,985.04 17,070.53
FLEE K] Contribations of JAPAN through LGRD - 185, 6000
To303 Training Course Fee & Other Contrabution 601,794, 00 T2.643.76
122, 783.04 27531429
Total Trcomie 3068,121.52 474, 443 58
Expenditure
S0100 Rescarch Projects - 204,677.68
Q0200 Pilot Projects 9,051.86 1,634.68
Q0300 Training Projects 90,521.79 64,920,850
Q0400 Doc. & Information Projects 15,913.63 15,871.94
10102 Donor Agency Contribation Refund £5,285.70 -
Total Expenses 180,772.98 297.105.10
Fund Balance carried to the Statement of of 119,344.54 177,338.48
Assets and Liabilities ( S/AL)

The annexed schedubes, statements and working notes form an integral part of these statements

Sl

Finance Officar
Dihaka, Decambar 31, 2012
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CIRDAP
Consolidated Assets and Liabilities (S/AL)
Final Accounts as on Decamber 31, 2092

Account Assets 2012 2010-2011
Code Amount in US§ | Notes 16® Biennium
Ameunt in USS
A0 1 (e Cash in Hand I,158.85 B,085.43
40200 Cash in Banks 106,573,768 1| 286,024.78
A3 Investment in Banks 773,638,119 LA | 668,542.95
A0 Subtotal of Cash in Hand and Banks 881,370.50 962,653.16
40401 CMC Contribution Receivables 371,533.70 2| 29680270
40402 Advance to Staff 13,557.58 4 7.813.65
40403 Prepayments and Deposits 3,079,358 5 3,623.30
40000 Subtotal of Receivables 390,170.86 308,239.65
2080103 | Fixed Assets 1541487 3 20,000.85
20005 Asset - auditorium/iconference room 1,682.29 3 2.878.20
20006 asset purchased from project account 6,692.85 3 9.678,13
20007 asset purchased from DRF 42.600,11 3 60,5340
HO00 Subtotal of Fized Assels 68,440,123 099.341.26
Total Asscts 1,339,951.78 1,370,234.07
Lishilities and Net Assets
10101 Advance Contributio Received 47 580,00 51,480.00
10102 Oither Accounts Payvable 14,563,068 & 13,266.13
10103 Clearing and Suspense Account
Sub Total of Total Liabilities 62,163.06 64,746.13
Net Assets
20100 General Fund { GF ) 63597184 649,547.2]
HO000 Fixed Asseds - -
Subtotal of General Fund 635,971.84 649,547.21
20200 Trust Fund { TF) 119,348 54 177,338.48
2030 Working Capital Fund [ WCF ) 130,317.00 130,317.00
20400 Depreciation Reserve Fund { DRF ) 188,283.21 188,283.21
20500 Special Reserve Fund ([ SRF ) 142809 3,425.63
20600 Reg, Co-ope Fund (RCF) 200,470.04 156,576.4]
Subtotal of Other Funds 641,846.58 655,940.73
Total Liabilitles and Net Assets 1,130,081, 78 1,370,234.07

The anncxed schedules, statements and working notes form an ntegral part of these ststements
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Sub-Regional Office of

CIRDAP in Southeast Asia

Review of the Activities

During the period SOCSEA participated and support various programme sctivities, namely-
Signed Mol Between CIRDAP and NAM CSSTC

During the Regional Training Programme on Besull Based Mansgement Performance Indicaiors:
Monitoring Evaluation and the wvisit of Director General, CIRDAP to Indoncsia, SOCSEA wok
necessary. steps for the possible signing of a Mol between CIRDAP and the Men-Aligned Movement
Centre for South-South Technical Cooperation (MAM CSSTC), Director General CIRDAP and Director
Training CIRDAP held a meeting with Director NAM CSSTC in Jakaria in discuss the extension of the
Mol and the programme 1o be underiaken in the e, As a result, Dr. Cecep Effendi, Director General
CIRDAF has signed the Mol with the Ms. Linggawaty Hakim, Director NAM CSSTC for cooperation
int the fields of rural development and poverty allevistion. The signing ceremony was held on 7 March
2013 at the MAM CSSTC building in Jakarta




Training Programme on Renewable Biogas Encrgy for Community Development

CIRDAP facilitated tao participants from Bangladesh who attended the Intemational Trainming
Programme on Renewable Bioges Energy for Commmumity Development held on 22-20 October 2013 in
Solo, Indonesia, The programme was organised by NAM CESTC-ICCO,

International NGOs- Government of Indonesia Meeting

With the framework of facilitation and coordination of the cooperation between the Government of
Indonesia e.g. Directorate General of Communities and Village Empowerment (DGCVE) and NGOs,
the DGCVE  organised a coordination meeting on October 2013 in Jogjakarta, Indonesia. The mesting
was attended by representatives from DGCVE, Centre for Administration of Foreign Cooperation,
MoHA, Siate Secretariat, SOCSEA and some Provincial and District Governments, NGOs, ofc, The
mwthtg aimed at discussing the role of MGOs in supporting the governmeni's effortd and programme
for empowering the rural community effoctively.

CIRDAF Technical Committee (TC-28)

SOCSEA has also participated in‘and facilitated the holding of the Twenty Eighth Regular Mecting of
CIRDAFP Technical Committes (TC-28) in Jakarta on May 2013 and the Workshop on South-South
Technical Cooperation for Sustainable Rural Development.

International Training Programme on Result Based Management: Performance Indicators,
Moaitoring and Evaluation

The Training programme was beld on
4-13 March 2013 in Jakara and
Bandung, Indonesia. The iraining
workshop was jointly organised by the
Government of India, Mational Institute
of Rural Development (NIRD),
Government of Indonesia, Directorate
General of Community and Willage
Empowerment (DGCVE), Mimistry of
Home AfTairs and CIRDAP. The training
was aftended by 21  participants
representing 15 CIRDAP  Member
Countries  {Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Fiji, India, Indonesia, Iran, Lao PDR,
Malaysin, Myanmar, MNepal, Pakisiun, S5
Philipines, Sr Lanka, Thailand and Viemam), Resource persons were from tl:u:l Mational Insfitute of
Bural Development (WIRD} India, University of Gadjah Mada, Ministry of Communication &
Information Republic of Indonesia and CIRDAP. Being the CIRDAP regional office in Jakarta,
SOCSEA continue facilitating implementation of the programme.

|




CIRDAP Staff Profile

Directorial and Professional Staff of CIRDAP

| Dr. Cecep Effendi, Indonexia

| Magters in School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, India;
i Ph.D. in School of International Studies, Jawaharial Nehru University, India]

| Email: dgcirdap@eirdap.org

Diirector Gemeral

Dv. Cesep Effench has fifteen years® expenence both as an activist and an academician mv the area of
decentralisation and democratisation. He was chairman of Recior Forum in the West Java Province, he was
responsible in cnsuring a free and fair election in the province by employing 18 university students to
work as observers in Indonesia's frst democratic election afler the collapse of the New Onder regime. Since
then, Dr. Effendi has participated in various capacitics to advise national and local government agencies both
gs a professional as well as an advisor to the Houze of Representatives, Regional Bepresentative Assembly,
Indonesia’s Senate, the Association of Provincial Governments, and Minisier for Home Affairs of Republic
of Indonesia in formulating policies, drafting government baws and regulations.

De. Effendi served s a pariner of the Asia Foundation in initiatmg & new reform for local povernment,
programme manager of decentralisation of UNDP and Semior Advisor of the German Technical
Cooperation’s Advisory Service Support for Decentralisation i the Ministry of Home Affairs, Republic of
Indonesiz, He also served as Depuly Principal Advisor of the German Imemational Cooperation for
Decentralisation as Contribution to Good Governance m the Mmistry of Home Affairs as well as Member of
the Advisory Group for Indonesia's Provincinl Governmend Associafion. He was recipient of American
Political Science Congressional Fellow to serve in the Sub-Commission on Asia and the Pacific,
Commission of international Affairs, House of Representutives, Washington DC, USA and Parhamentary
Internship Programme of the House of Representatives in Oftawa, Canada. As an scademician, he also
served the Islamic University, Indonesia as President, Diean for the Faculty of Socisl and Political Sciences,
and Head for the Department of Political Science, for a decade, from 1995 10 2003, Dr. Effendi has assumed
the position of Director General of CIRDAP from 6 July 2012,

[Masters in Mamral Resources, Tehran Undversity]
\'l“'f Email: hshahbae@icirdap.org, ppdi@cirdap.omg

I Mir. Hossein Shahhaz, [ran
I

Director, Pilot Projects Division and Director a.d. Research Division

Prior to joining CIRDAP, he was the IHead of Supponing and Servicing Office for Agro-based
Industries focated in the rural areas, which was also the focal point of the country for running a pilot
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project sharing with UNIDOD to reduce. post-harvest fruit and vepetable wastes on farmlands by
training how to use drying technology, Accordingly, he had a close cooperation with two NGO 45 the
executive manager of Iranian Wood and Furmiture Industries Committes and the consultant of Home
and Office Furniture Exporters” Union.

He had boen working for about 18 years for the Minisiry of Jihad-c-Agriculture, in the offices which
are basically mvolved in rural development (RIY), especially by leading small-scale industries (S51s)
to be established in rural areas and supporting them through offéring facilities. He has written many
manuzls of small and medium mdustnal plans projects containmg feasibility studics, market research,
suitable technology for sl areas, economdcal and [Enancial indexes such as BEP, IRR, Production
Cost, Gant Chart and so on, with a view of helping the people who are going to invest and establish
851 in rural areas.

He is an expert on rural development qualified by intemational/national institutes and organisations
such as Gulef University of Canada, Asian Productivity Organization (APQ), Economic Cooperation
Organsation (BOO), and WIRD. He is an UNIDO qualified auditor of Indusinal Clesters development
projects ranming by CDA (Cluster Development Agent).

He has participated in several international/national conferences and workshops end presented his
papers on B and 5515, He is a member of Supreme Council of Iranian Official Experts (SCIOA), Mr
Hossein Shahbaz hmjuinﬁl. CIRDAP in March 200%.

ﬁ Dr. Vasanthi Rajendrin, frdia
Flyg [Masters in Economics, University of Madras, India,
T Ph.D in Economics, Osmania University, Hyderabad, India; Post Graduate Diploma

. | in Journalism and Cemmunication, BYE, India)
_ E-mail: vasanthif@cirdap.org; vasanthi 1 359@gmail.com
Director, Information & Communication Division and Director a.i Training Division

An Information, Education and Communication (IEC) expert, D, Vazanthi Rajendran has contributed
to strengthening youth and rural development documentation in India. Prior to joining CIRDAP, she
worked al Centre for Media and Rural Documentation, National Enstitute of Rural Development
(WIRDY), Hyderabad, India. She also worked a8 Faculty Head, Rescarch, Evaluation, Documentation
und Dissermanation Division with Bajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development {RGMNIYTY),
Tamil Nadu, India. Her areas of interest are Rural Wage Emplovment, Development Communication,
Women m Governance and Youth Development.

D, Vasanthi has edited aver 300 books on rural and youth development and published several articles
in reputed journals, During her stay for two and a half decades at NIRD and RGNIYD India, she has
conducted over 100 truiming programmes for national snd international participants on varous facets
of Rural Communication and Yooth Development. She participates regularly as & Resource person in
South Asisn Regional Conferences on *Promoting Gender Responsive Politics”, organised by South
Asia Parinership International (3APT).

Dr. Vasanthi initiated and coordinated the first ever Youth Development Index Project for India and
the Indian Youth m New Millenmium Study. She also developed Indin’s exclusive Youth Portal and
started the first ever Journal of Youth Development “Endeavour’, She has designed several Capacity
Building Modules for Youth viz, on Right to Information, Environment, Poverty Alleviation, Career
Counselling etc, and conducted several research studies on youth issues besides compiling & Statistical
Profile of Youth in India. Dr. Vasanthi joined CIRDAT in March 2011,
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Major Muhammad Mahbob Alam{Retd), Bongladesh

[MBA, American International University, Bangladesh;

Bachelor of Science, University of Chittagong;

Post Graduate Diploma in Disaster Meanagement, Dhaka University]
E-mail; mahbubB9T@cirdap.org

Head, Administration & Finance
Major Muhammed Mahbub Alam{Fectd) joined Bangladesh Army in 1985 and was commissioned in 1987,

During hiz 23 vears of military career be served in & number of units which were tasked to perform
different army and national level assignments. He led the National 1D Card and Voder List preparstion
project orpanised by Bangladesh Election Commission and UNDP of Sunsmean) distnet i 2007, He
served in prestigious appointments in the Heed Quarters of Bangladesh Army and Army Security
Organization. During the service be underwent 10{ten) professional courses/diploma at home and abroad. He
worked as a United Nations pescekeeper in Somakia, Kowasil and Ivory Coast, He had a brief stint in export
oriented Opex & Sinha Industries as General Manager (Administration, Human Resource and Compliance).
Major Mahbub joined CIRDAP oo 11 July 2015,

m | Mr. Shafiqur Rahman, Bongladesh
| [Masters in Statistics, Dhaka University]

Asgsistant Programme OfMicer

Mr. Rahman gained wide experience in the field of sustainable development and environment and
related issues, with his active involvement in the multidisciplinary researchfaction research projects of
CIRDDAP, An expert-trainer of participatory development programmes, and a resource person in a
mumber of seminars/workshops, Mr. Rahman is trained in statistical methods; community nutrition;
research methodology and management of rural development projects; project design, monitoring and
evaluation; poverty measurement and analysis; social accounting matrix; gencral algobraic mndn]]:ng
system; computensed mformation system; spreadshect snalysis wsing Lotus 1-2-3; and programming
on Cobol and Foxpro, He has authored'coauthored a mumber of research articles and publications of
the Centre. Mr, Rahman worked as a project staff in the project “Food Control Drainage and
rrigation ™ (FCDI) since 1986 prior to his formal joining in CIRDAF in 1991,

@ .| Mr. Duvid Hilton, Bangladesh

| [B.5.5, (Hons.), M.5.5. in Govi. & Politics, Jahangimagar University, Bangladesh,
M.5 in Economic Development, Eastern University, USA]

| Email: dhillon@eirdap. o

-

Assistant Programme Officer

Prior to joiming CIRDAP, he served as a Traiming Mficer for two years and later Research and
Evaluation Oificer for three vears in World Vision of Bangladesh (an international NGO, Worked as
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an [ntern Consultant in two non-profit organisations, viz, Olde Kensington Redevelopment
Corporation and 5t. Simeon's Community Centre, Philadelphia, USA, and assisted i developing their
sirategic plan, funding siralegy, organisational development elc, His areas of expertise include project
fcasibility, bascling survey, management, participatory monitoring and evaluation, He has experienc as
a facilitator in Participatory Project Cycle Management and PRA exercises both at home and abrosd.
He also participated in several workshops, trainings at national and international level. Mr. David has
joined CIRDAP in March 1998,

Mr. Muhammad Shahadat Hossain, Sangiadesh
[MBA (Finanoe)-East West University,

M.Com (Acct.), CA (ec)]

Emunil: shahsdati@cirdap.org

Finance (MTicer

br. Mubammad Shahadat Hossain has Joined CIRDAFP as a Finance Officer an 15 April 2(€8.
Previously he worked in 8 multnational organtsation named Asian Consumer Care (Pvi) Lid (A joint
vetiture of Dabur Intemational & ACT Lid), ACI Center, 245 Tejgaon Dhaka-1208. He also worked at
PRAN-REFL group as a Assistant Manager] Accounts & Fund Management). PREAN-EFL group is one
of the largest Local Food manufscturing company in Bangladesh. His tofal job expernience in Accounts
& Finance section is of 12 vears. He has intensive experience on budgeting, financial planning and
reporting, ratio analysis, fund management, company laer.

Engr. Md. Waliul Hasnat, Banglodesh
[MBA (MI5), Prime University

M. Sc in Comparter Science & Engg. (DIU),
B.Sc. in Computer Science & Engg. (DUET))
Email: hasnat@cirdap.org

Computer Programmer

Mir. Md. Waliul Hasnat joined CIRDAP as a Computer Programmer on 14 August 2008. He is an 1T
professional with comprebensive technical skills and expertise on Information Technology, Computer
Hardware and Network Management. He is conversant with most of the computer softwares along
with essential ubility softwares. He has worked in a number of national intuitions/organisations. Before
joining CIRDAP, he has worked in SAARC Agnculture Centre (SAC), Dhaka, Bangladesh as an IT
Manager. He also worked at the Prime Minister's Office, Bangladesh as an IT Engmeer. He has
carmied out numerous [T projects and assignments in national and mternational organisations. He has
also experience to prepare Specifications, Tender Documents and Procurement as per Public
Procurement Regulation 2003 (PPRO3). He has participated in several seminars; workshops and
Lraining programmmes al national and international level.
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'.. !. !Mr.ﬂiﬂn.l.-inm, Bangladesh
| [B.Be. (Hons), M.3¢. in Statistics, Chittagong University]

" . | Email: sazam@lcirdap.org

Assistant Protocol Officer

Rafiul Azam iz currently the Assistant Protocol Officer of CIRDAP. He has over twenty two years'
experience in the field of administration in CIRDAP. His experience is in coordination and
matapement of personnel, maintenance and general office management. He assiziz n arranging
seminars &nd workshops and GO/EC and TC meetings; works towards promoting close relation of
CIRDAP with other agencies, centres and institutions, both national and international; maintains
liaison with the high commissions and embassies of CMCs in Dhaka; and assists in matters
concerning personnel, procurement and general administration.

Dr. Usharani Boruah, Mndiz
[Ph.D, In Library Science, Moscow State University of Ars Aod Colfure, Russin, Moscow]

Email: usharanif@cirdap.org

Librarian

Dr. Usharani Boruah served as a Librarian in various organisations for more than § years. She worked
as a Librarian in the Indian Embassy, Moscow and Indian International School Moscow, Russia. She
worked as Librarian of the University of Development Alternative (UODA ) Dhaka, Bangledesh and
also as Medical Librarian in Apollo Hosprtals Dhaka. Dr. Boruah has vast experience m Library
Development Education Programmes, Community Development Education Programme, Ethmic
Development Educations Programme through Library Education and Policy, Dr, Usharani Borpah
joined CIRDAP in July 2007.



Other Staff-Members

Mr. Md. Mohinddin Ahmed
Mr. Samir Kumar Roy

Mr. Md. Shahjahan Patwary
Mr, Nagim Al-Rashid

Mr. Shidhartha Sen Gupia
Mr. Md. Akram Llizh

Mr. Deba Datta Chakma
Ms, Majma Yeasmin

Mr. Minhazul Bari Ahmed
Mr. Hari Pada Bhowmik
Mr. Md. Mustafa Kamal
Mr. Shankar Ch. Das

Mr. Swapan Kumar Sarker
Mr, Mofizul Islam Sarker
Kr, Md. Manzoor

Mr. Shirul Banaz

Mr. Kallol Barua

Mr. Biplob Kumar Dhar
Mr. Bishu Chandra Das
Ms, Reriz Begum

Mr, Kazi Shanf Ahmed

Mr, Md. Jahangir Alam

Mr. Md. Ramjan Ali

Mr. Sujit Chandra Das

Mr. Mid. Debarar Hossain
Mr. Marin Dores

Mir. Md. Abdur Rahman Mollah

Temporary Stafl-members

Kr. Md. Khairul Hazan
Mz, Fahima Bintee Jarmal
Mr, Md. Monir Hossain
Mr. Roman Khan

Ms. Parveen Begum

: Finance Assistant

: Benior Secretary (Training)
. Secrctary {Pilot Projects)
1 Socretary (Rescarch)

: Property & Supply Assistant
» Cashigr

3 Secretary to DG

: Personnel Assistant

+ Compuier COperator

1 Clerk-Typist

! Typist

i Technical Operator

i+ Machine Operator

: Driver

3 Driver

: Diriver

: Drmiver

: Driver

: Janitor

3 Muessenger

i Moessenger

: Bearer-Cook

3 Watchman

3 Janitor

» Janiior

3 Watchman

* [zardencr

1 Supervisor [Auditoriam)
1 Editorial Assistant

1 Electrician

: Bearer

: Cook
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Abbreviations & Acronyms

Afro-Asinm Rural Dvvebopment Orpanieation

Akhtar Hameed Khan Mational Centre for Rural

Dbt and Mismizipal Adminissmtion
Asizn Iesitilute of Technology

Apha Kkan Bural Support Programsne
Apgnioziure Lend Lood emd Tooant Act
Agriouliural Landlord and Tensst Ondinance
Agriostural Pleesing Eeonomic and Rured
Developmemt Rescarch Instituie
Asin-Pacific Joursal of Bursl Deyvalopmenm
Bangladesh Agriculture [Development
Compontion

Bangladesh: Acadsmy for Bural Development
Cenure for Aleviation of Peverty theough
Sustainahle Agricuiure

Capaxcity Building af People’s Organisation
Commmunity Developenent Councils
CIRDWAP [nirsacional Confensns Cesine
CIRDAP Link weiinsion

CIRIDAR Menber Courlisss
Croemprehessives Willags Devefopenent
Prograsmine
Degrarimenl af A pritathine Exisniion
Degmrtmenl for Inlemational Developmenl
Directorate of Feeld Poblicity

Dept. of Sarmurdhi Commissioner General

the Pecific

Farmer's Freld School

For Prodit Privace S=rvics Proveders
Goveming Council Meeting

Ciroma Dommestio Prodoction

Cireen Homse Ciasen

Creograpbie Information Symems
Desttache Cegsllechall fie Mematinngls
Sakarmanen el

Honzestal Lessning Programime
Information and Communicition Divialon
Inlermalion and Comsmunicalion Technology
Iniemational Jute Ssady Group
Integraind Pest b magement
imegraied Kraal Developoent
Implemeting Units

Japasy Interratioral Cooperation Agency
Looal Govemensnt

Mimisiry of Agreeulnare asd Forestry
Misisiey of Rural Developmesnl
Memorandum of Understanding

Mimiatry of Youth Affsis and Spors

g [

ME]
MAEDTC

MAMEETC

BRCSEA

TAQ

TF-I4e

I5AlD

150

WCARRD

Mueragement System fmismational
Native American Employment and
Training Counil

Nem. Aligned Movement South South
Techmical Cooperasion.

Watiosal Agriculternl Technobogy
Project

Ko Govemmenl COrganisations
Waticemal Inststine for i, smel] and
Medium Enterprises

Watiomal Tnstétmie for Roral
[wrvelepmnent
Wative Land Trast Act
Wative Lend Trast Board

Mative Land Trasi Crdinanoe
Wanoral Solidority Programene
ez Tambaocn Ome Prodoect
Poweny Alleviation

Tross Ciendgany Driploma in Ruml
Developaeni

Pidon Projecss Division
Pubdic, Private Pannership
Fanchayed i Instiiutiona

Riee and Cash Crop, Research Centrg
Itogiemal Coupemtiog. Fand

eural Drevedopmess

Feura! Developmest Academy
Rnjiw Gandis Nattosal Enstitme of
Youth Development:
Regions! and Roml Development
Flesming

Fural School Children

SAARC Information Cemre

Social Amion Programme

Skill Dzvelopment Programane
Somtbesst Asian Regiooal Center for
Gradisie Study and Research
Apricalture

Socisty for Education and Research
Dwrvelopmment
Sub-Regimmsl Offioe of CIRDAP in
South-East Aain

Technical Advisory Group

Training Dhivision

Tropical Fruit Metwork
Unimproved Capital Yalue

Undon Porishad

[Crited Strdes Agency for Interrational
Development

Uedversiti Sains Malmysis

Village Crganisations.

Warkd Confirence om Agrariss Reform
and Rurs! Developmed



